
The First Roseworthy Diploma of Agricultural Technology Graduates 

Addressing the 1967 Roseworthy Agricultural College Graduation Day the Hon Minister 
for Agriculture, G A Bywaters, announced the commencement of a new course 
available at Roseworthy, whereby a student does the three-year RDA course, and then 
does a fourth year, specialising in certain areas of agriculture, to gain a Roseworthy 
Diploma of Agricultural Technology. 

At the 1968 Graduation Day the Principal, Bob Herriot, referred to the seven students 
who were commencing the Roseworthy Diploma of Agricultural Technology (RDAT) 
course in its first year, indicating the course had been specifically designed to meet the 
needs of extension and industry. 

Agricultural extension is the process of providing educational services, technical advice and research-
based knowledge to farmers, acting as a bridge between scientific institutions and rural communities. 

In the 1968 edition of The Student the Principal provided details on the reasons for and 
the aims of the RDAT course, stating: In the field of working agriculture there are four 
kinds of people. Some work and manage farms; some do research; some work with 
people who run farms; and some teach. 

Herriot then went on to say the RDAT course aims to train the people who work with 
people who run farms, the graduates who will be employed by Agricultural 
Departments, in industries serving agriculture and as management consultants. 

To enter the RDAT course Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) graduates needed to 
have achieved 60% or better in the final year of their RDA course. The syllabus of the 
RDAT course consisted of three subjects, two mandatory, Principles and Practices of 
Extension Work, and Farm Management, and an elective subject. 

Principles and Practices of Extension Work had an emphasis on Social Sciences, and 
particularly the principles of social and educational psychology relevant to adult 
educators, as well as instruction in the use of various media such as lecturing, 
demonstrating, press, radio and television. 

The elective subject was either Plant Science or Animal Science, and a specialty within 
each option such as crops, pastures or horticulture in plant science and sheep, beef, 
dairy, pigs or poultry husbandry in animal science. The Plant Science elective included 
plant physiology, plant pathology, genetics and statistics, along with specialised studies 
in crop husbandry, pastures or horticulture. The Animal Science elective included 
production physiology, veterinary hygiene, genetics and statistics, along with specialist 
studies a chosen husbandry subject, eg pigs or poultry or sheep etc. 

Mr Herriot indicated that this was new ground for an Agricultural College, and he 
expected that graduates of the RDAT will be eagerly sought after by the public service 
and industry. 



Gavin Campbell Eckersley – RDA, RDAT 

Gavin Eckersley, born in Adelaide on 12 November 1947, attended Marion High School 
before commencing studies at Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1965. Graduating 
with an RDA in 1968, Gavin immediately commenced the RDAT course, graduating in 
1969 and receiving the Gramp Hardy Smith Memorial Prize. 

Gavin married Josie Betterman on 4 October 1969 at the College Chapel and they have 
two children. 

Following his RDAT graduation, to gain overseas experience, Gavin had arranged a 
temporary position with the poultry breeding company in England. The position was not 
due to start until later in 1969, so Gavin took up temporary employment as a taxi driver 
in Adelaide. Apparently, Bob Herriot, not happy that his RDAT graduate was working as a 
taxi driver arranged a temporary position for Gavin as a poultry adviser in the 
Department of Agriculture in Adelaide. 

After a year in England with Sykes Chicks Egg Laying Poultry Breeding Company Gavin 
returned to South Australia in 1971 to a position with the Windsor Poultry Service in 
Adelaide, were he progressively rose from Broiler Technical Officer to Broiler Growing 
Manager, to Farming Manager and then to General Manager. 

Gavin was the President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two one-year 
terms (1973/1974 and 1974/1975). 

From 1979 to 1987 Gavin was employed at General Manager of Golden Poultry in 
Victoria, a company half owned by Inghams. When Golden Poultry was fully acquired by 
Inghams in 1987 the operation was assimilated into Inghams Victorian operation and 
Gavin’s position became redundant. 

Between 1987 and 1990 Gavin consulted to various poultry industry companies in 
Australia and New Zealand, and from 1991 to 1996 Gavin was employed with Eatmore 
Poultry in Victoria, with the role of developing a farming operation to enable the 
company to produce its own livestock in lieu of purchasing live chickens for processing 
i.e. becoming vertically integrated. 

From 1997 to retirement in 2007 Gavin part owned La Ionica Poultry in Victoria, again 
developing a farming operation to produce own livestock in lieu of purchasing live 
chickens for processing. 

Robert Edgcumbe Holloway – RDA, RDAT, M AgSc, PhD, OAM 

Bob Holloway, born in Adelaide on 16 May 1947, attended Alice Springs, Brighton and 
Adelaide High Schools before commencing studies at Roseworthy Agricultural College 
in 1965. Graduating with an RDA in 1968, immediately commenced the RDAT course, 
graduating in 1969. 



Bob remembers sitting at the 1968 Graduation Day and being suddenly roused from 
drowsy musings as Bob Herriot gave his introductory speech, saying that a new fourth 
year course would be instituted immediately for RDA graduates. Turning to David 
Crawford who was sitting alongside him he said - “You know what that means? We’ve 
got another year in this place!”. 

Bob married Christine Leopold on 29 March 1970 at the College Chapel. 

Following his RDAT graduation Bob was employed as Information Officer and then 
Acting Editor of Publications with the Department of Agriculture before, from August 
1971 to February 1972, having the Technical Officer, Fat Lambs role at the Turretfield 
Research Centre. From February 1972 to March 1973 Bob was a Volunteer Agronomist 
on the Western Solomon Islands. 

Returning to South Australia and the Turretfield Research Centre in April 1973 Bob 
variously filled the Technical Officer, Sheep and Wool, and Technical Officer, Field Crops 
positions before taking up the position of Officer in Charge at the Minnipa Research 
Centre in February 1977, and from July 1996 to July 2006 the position of Principal 
Research Scientist with the South Australian Research and Development Institute 
(SARDI) at the Minnipa Research Centre. 

Bob attended the University of Adelaide in 1985 and from 1986 to 1991completed a M 
Ag Sc Thesis “Factors affecting the growth of wheat roots in subsoils of Upper Eyre 
Peninsula South Australia, and from 1992 to 1996 completed a PhD Thesis, “Zinc as a 
subsoil nutrient for cereals”. 

From July 2006 to 2016 Bob was the Affiliate Senior Lecturer in Soil Science, Discipline 
of Soil and Land Systems, School of Earth and Environmental Sciences University of 
Adelaide. 

Bob was awarded a 2001 Australian Centenary Medal: “For service to the community 
through dryland farming research and management practices”, was the 2004 
Researcher of the Year – USA Fluid Fertilizer Foundation, Kansas, USA, became on 
Honorary Fellow of SARDI in 2006, received the Order of Australia Medal (OAM) in 2007 
“For service to primary industry, particularly as a contributor to dryland farming 
research and development.”, and received the Soil Science Society of Australia’s L J H 
Teakle Award in 2013. 

John Allan Jones – RDA, RDAT 

John Jones, born in England, emigrated to Australian with his family in 1959. 

John attended Urrbrae Agricultural High School before commencing studies at 
Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1965. Graduating with an RDA in 1968, John 
immediately commenced the RDAT course, graduating in 1969. 



After briefly joining the Department of Agriculture at the Loxton Research Centre John 
returned to the College in the position of Assistant Horticulturalist. 

John was the President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for a one-year 
term (1975/1976). 

John left the College in 1980 and worked in the wine industry until his retirement in 
2006. During this period, coinciding with a significant expansion of the industry, 
accompanied by rapid advancements in viticultural technology, John Jones managed 
and developed vineyards for Seppelts, Penfolds and Orlando Wyndham. At retirement 
John Jones was Group Vineyard Manager with Orlando Wyndham Group. 

John died in the Barossa Valley on 4 January 2025. 

Peter James Ryan – RDA, RDAT, Grad Dip Mgmt, Grad Dip Ed Ad 

Peter Ryan, born at Kimba in February 1948, attended Rostrevor College before 
commencing studies at Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1965. Graduating with an 
RDA in 1968, Peter immediately commenced the RDAT course, graduating in 1969. 

Peter married in Sue in Adelaide in 1971 and they have three children. 

Peter’s career has been in two halves. The first half was in the intensive pig industry, 
managing large intensive piggeries, including at Grong Grong in New South Wales and at 
Mount Compass before owning and operating a 150-sow piggery at Two Wells. 

The second career started in 1990 when Peter, having obtained a Graduate Diploma of 
Management and a Graduate Diploma in Education of Adults, both from the University 
of South Australia, commenced employment with TAFE SA, researching and delivering 
rural business management courses across multiple industry sectors to farmers 
throughout the State. 

The preparation of each course, generally of three-days duration, required considerable 
research of each topic, bring Peter into close contact with rural industries and 
businesses in the State, and the delivery of the courses resulted in many years of 
extensive intrastate travel. 

Peter retired in 2010. 

Geoffrey Laurance Schrapel – RDA, RDAT 

Geoff Schrapel, born at Angaston on 16 November 1947, attended Immanuel College 
and then Nuriootpa High School before commencing studies at Roseworthy Agricultural 
College in 1965. Graduating with an RDA in 1968, Geoff immediately commenced the 
RDAT course, graduating in 1969. 

Geoff married Lesley on 10 April 1971 at Cessnock in New South Wales and they have 
three children. 



Geoff’s first position after graduating was at the McWilliams Mount Pleasant winery and 
vineyard at Pokolbin in the Hunter Valley as Assistant Winery Manager, learning small 
batch wine making from the legacy of Maurice O'Shea, widely regarded as the father of 
modern Australian winemaking. Whilst with McWilliams Geoff was sent on a twelve-
week study tour of the wine regions of United States, Europe and Russia. 

Geoff left the Hunter Valley to come back to the family farm in October 1977 and whilst 
also working for Leo Buring at Chateau Leonay as Grape Supply Manager. At that time 
grapes were hard to sell so Geoff and his brother slowly built the Bethany Wines 
business with the first crush, which had to be ten tonnes to be able to gain a Producer’s 
License, in 198. 

After years of wine making, and travel to market wine, a challenge for a winemaker in 
later years, Geoff retired from Bethany Wines in 2025 but is still active in the vineyard. 

Bruce Leslie Wigney - RDA, RDAT, Grad Dip Fin Mgmt, Grad Dip Bus Admin, Grad Dip 
Com Law 

Bruce Wigney, born in Adelaide on 14 August 1947, attended Unley High School before 
commencing studies at Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1964. Graduating with an 
RDA in 1967, Bruce was also the recipient of the Gramp Hardy Smith Memorial Prize. 

Following graduation Bruce was seconded to Riverton as a farm consultant with the 
Lower North Advisory Service, a service operated by and funded by a group of farmers. 

At the urging of Bob Herriot, and with the agreement of the Lower North Advisory 
Service, Bruce returned to the College in 1968 to undertake the first RDAT course, 
studying at the College four days each week whilst continuing to work for the Service at 
Riverton for two days each week. 

In 1971, believing that clients were great agriculturalists but wanted greater business 
acumen, Bruce started an accountancy service, Wigney and Partners, alongside the 
rural business advisory service, with clients in most states of Australia. 

Bruce also completed a Graduate Diploma in Business Administration over the next four 
years at the South Australian Institute of Technology and in 1978, by correspondence 
and occasional attendance, completed a Graduate Diploma in Financial Management 
at the University of New England. 

Bruce was the President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two one-year 
terms (1980/1981 and 1981/1982). 

In1991 Bruce also completed a Graduate Diploma in Commercial Law by 
correspondence at the University of Southern Queensland. 

Bruce married Elizabeth Shannon in 1992. Bruce has two children from a previous 
marriage. 



In 1993 MacDonald Dunlop, public accountants, MacDonald from Bruce’s family 
lineage and the Dunlop from his Scottish Lineage, commenced with Elizabeth as the 
Principal and Bruce as a consultant to the practice. In 2026 MacDonald Dunlop merged 
with Scope Business Advisors, an Adelaide firm of accountants, with Bruce as a Partner 
and Riverton retained as the regional office. 

David Malcolm Crawford - RDA, RDAT 

David Crawford did not wish to be included in the writing of this article. 


