History - Roseworthy Agricultural College Student Canteen

For many years in the late 1960s and into the very early 1970's, the canteen at
Roseworthy College was managed and operated by students under the direction of
the Student Representative Council (SRC). The Canteen was initially located under
the verandah of the Second Year (red brick) Accommodation Block and open several
times each week after the evening meal, selling assorted necessities and deli lines.

In the early 1970's following the construction of a new Plant Breeding Centre, the
Canteen relocated to the former 1940s Plant Breeding Shed on the western side of
the alleyway between the Second and Third Year Accommodation Blocks.

Doug Clifford (RDA 1973: RDAT 1974) became the Canteen Manager in 1972 and
managed the adaption and the re-location of the Canteen to the Shed, taking
advantage of the increased space and substantially increasing the lines stock the
Canteen had available for purchase.

Under Doug’s leadership the Canteen became a highly successful business on the
College, patronised by both staff and students. Even the College Principal Bob
Herriott became a customer, with Cherry Ripes being his favourite purchase.

A Circular distributed at the beginning of the 1973 student year attested to the level
of enterprise exhibited by Doug.

On home ground days during the football season the operation of the Canteen
extended to the College Oval, with pies, pasties and sausage rolls heated in the
College kitchen being transported to the Oval by tractor and trailer.

As well as managing the Canteen, Doug was the trainer for the 1973 Premiership A
Grade Football Team.

The Canteen made significant profits on the annual College Open Days, selling to
the large numbers of the public who attended, including prospective students and
their parents.

College Administrator, Alan Footer, assisted by Gudren Hanke, supported the
Canteen by maintaining the books.

It was Doug who instigated the sale of immensely popular milkshakes, made from
the full cream milk of the College Jersey herd. For many students at the College, the
names ‘Doug Clifford’ and ‘milkshake’ were synonymous. Doug was also responsible
for the Canteen acquiring a wholesale account with R M Williams.

Doug says his subsequent career in the highly commercial field of agricultural
supplies benefited significantly from both his education at the College and his
experience as Canteen Manager.

Peter Turley (RDA 1976; RDOen 1978) briefly followed Doug Clifford as Manager
before handing over to Geoff Page (RDA 1976: RDAT 1977).



Geoff Page’s management lifted the profitability of the Canteen further by quickly
picking up the intricacies of commercial business and reducing shrinkage by
introducing of an arrangement for rewarding the student volunteers who staffed the
Canteen.

Geoff particularly recalls being told by a representative of Coca-Cola that he could
no longer place bulk orders for the Canteens soft drink supplies, thereby increasing
the unit price and reducing the Canteen’s margin. Guessing correctly that the
Company’s Ordering Department had not been advised of the change, Geoff
continued to successfully place bulk orders.

Geoff, concerned at the level of shrinkage that was occurring, attributed to the
student volunteers staffing the shop, introduced a system of recorded in-kind
payment so products taken by the volunteer staff were accounted for against an
allowance.

Peter Filsell (RDA 1978) followed Geoff Page as Canteen Manager.

In the late 1970s, with the introduction of female students quickly progressing to a
state of gender equilibrium at the College, the College Director Dr Williams and the
Student Representative Council saw the need for improved student facilities. With
the availability of significant funds at the time to build College infrastructure,
discussion commenced on the construction of a multipurpose Student Centre, which
included a giant leap at that time, the design of the building to enable ‘kegs to be
delivered and positioned in a bar area’.

With the opening of the Student Centre in July 1979, the Canteen function moved
into the new Student Centre.

To enable the Centre to be licenced, the Roseworthy Community Club was
established with a Management Committee comprising students and College staff.
Peter Darwin was employed as the initial Manager of the Community Club.

In addition to the Canteen (and the bar) the Centre provided food outside of the
College Dining Room mealtimes. With the number of students at the College
continuing to increase, within a few years the space allocated for the Canteen was
doubled.

In 1991 the Community Club hosted one of its largest events, an End of Era party to
mark the merging of the College with the University of Adelaide, with the presence of
a pink and black coffin symbolising the mood of the merging at that time.
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