Programs Delivered at Roseworthy Campus

Most members of the Roseworthy Campus Association would be familiar with the
many programs delivered at the Institution from the 1970s through to the early
2000s. These programs covered a diverse range of subjects and disciplines.

Today the Roseworthy Campus of Adelaide University (as of the beginning of 2026
following the merging of the University of Adelaide and the University of South
Australia) delivers five programs.

Bachelor of Science (Veterinary Bioscience)

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Bachelor of Veterinary Technology

Bachelor of Science specialising in Animal Behaviour
Bachelor of Science specialising in Animal Science

To practise as a veterinarian, students are required to complete two three-year
degrees at Roseworthy Campus, the Bachelor of Science (Veterinary Bioscience)
and the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.

Bachelor of Science (Veterinary Bioscience)

The first year of the three-year Bachelor of Science (Veterinary Bioscience) program
includes foundational courses delivered at the University’s North Terrace Campus as
well as animal handling and husbandry, animal behaviour and welfare, and
veterinary clinical skills delivered at the Roseworthy Campus.

From second year, all courses are based at the Roseworthy Campus and include
higher level foundational science courses, along with the commencement of
veterinary science courses such as nutrition, anatomy and physiology, and veterinary
professional skills, which includes further animal handling and clinical skills.

The third year continues courses in veterinary science, with microbiology,
immunology, parasitology, epidemiology, and professional skills such as clinical
examination of animals and client communication.

Entry into the Bachelor of Science (Veterinary Bioscience) program is highly
competitive, and once admitted, almost all Bachelor of Science (Veterinary
Bioscience) graduates continue into the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program.

Doctor of Veterinary Medicine

Entry into the three-year Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program requires the
successful completion of the Bachelor of Science (Veterinary Bioscience) program at
Adelaide University’s Roseworthy Campus.

The first two years of the program are aimed at developing veterinary medicine and
surgical skills, learning about the causes, diagnosis and treatment of diseases of
domesticated animals including dogs, cats, horses, ruminants, camelids, pigs and
poultry.



Public health, biosecurity, wildlife conservation medicine, and research skills are also
features. In the final year advanced professional experience is gained through a
structured internship program in veterinary clinical practice.

Bachelor of Veterinary Technology

The Bachelor of Veterinary Technology is a three-year program. As part of the
veterinary care team, veterinary technologists and veterinary nurses play a vital role
in delivering modern animal healthcare, educating owners and providing high-level
nursing care to veterinary patients in areas such as surgery and medicine,
anaesthesia, emergency and critical care, dentistry, exotics, wildlife and more.

Throughout the degree, veterinary technology students gain hands-on animal and
clinical experience through work placements, providing valuable opportunities to
learn and experience the diversity of veterinary nursing and technology practice.
Students study the complete spectrum of animal health, including pathology, pain
management, animal nutrition, dentistry and pharmacology and gain knowledge and
training in the use of veterinary anaesthetic, radiography and dental equipment.

Veterinary technology students learn from experienced veterinary nursing and
technology academics, clinical veterinary nursing and technology staff and animal
and veterinary scientists and academics.

Graduates have extensive career options, providing nursing care to veterinary
patients in a variety of settings, including; specialist veterinary care areas such as
oncology, medicine, surgery, emergency and critical care and anaesthesia; small
animal general practice clinics; large and production animal veterinary hospitals;
exotic and wildlife specialist clinics; and community care and shelter medicine.

The 2026 commencing intake into the first year of the program was 60 students.

Bachelor of Science (Animal Behaviour)

The three year Bachelor of Science specialising in Animal Behaviour is a three-year
program. It explores the behaviour of companion and exotic animals, big and small
—including cats, dogs, birds, horses, livestock, wildlife and zoo animals, providing
insights into their behaviours by gaining knowledge of why animals act in certain
ways, how to work with them, and how to protect their futures.

Strengthening understanding of human behaviour in relating to animals, the program
enables the opportunity to build practical skills through internship opportunities, field
work and study tours, including by professional work experience placements at
shelters, training facilities, zoological parks and farms.

It covers animal husbandry, handling and training, animal behaviour, welfare and
ethics, comparative animal anatomy physiology, applied behaviour analysis and
animal management. The program also explores animal development, the biological
drivers of behaviour and, through research projects and case studies, enables a
comprehensive understanding

A career as an animal behaviour scientist can include a broad range of work
settings, from farms to laboratories, zoos and wildlife parks. The first-year student



intake in 2025 was 25 students and 94 students in total across the three years of the
Program.

Bachelor of Science (Animal Science)

Bachelor of Science specialising in Animal Science is a three-year program that
teaches science-based fundamentals of how to interact with and manage animals,
providing a comprehensive understanding of livestock, wildlife, and companion
animal species, with a strong emphasis on gaining practical skills and developing
independent decision-making abilities.

The first year of the program covers foundational courses, including biology and
chemistry, and animal handling and husbandry, animal behaviour, welfare and
ethics.

Second and third year of the program enables the development of key skills for
managing the productivity, health and welfare of a range of animal species, the study
of animal physiology, genetics, health, management, nutrition, and production,
practical, hands-on experiences.

It also introduces recent research and emerging technologies in animal production,
health and welfare, covering areas such as nutrition, breeding and genetics of
livestock, wildlife populations and companion animals, as well as ways to improve
sustainability, food safety and reduce environmental impacts.

The program includes the requirement for professional work experience placements
at various locations - animal production facilities, farms, livestock consulting
businesses, laboratories, wildlife organisations, nutrition companies, research
facilities and companion animal care. This experience has been successful in
helping students acquire new skills and expand their professional network, which has
often contributed to securing their first job opportunity.

Careers as an animal scientist span a wide range of work settings, including farms,
laboratories, livestock industries, aquaculture systems, zoos, wildlife parks, research
institutions, government agencies, and animal health and nutrition companies.

The current annual intake into the first year of the program is 45 students.



