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Mr A. M.  Dawkins, now 72 years of age, is one of the oldest settlers on the Gawler River. He was one of the
first students to attend the Roseworthy Agricultural College, and in later years was president of its governing
council for six consecutive years.

His grandfather, the late John Dawkins, settled on the Gawler River in 1845, being one of the first to take up
land there. Taking up farming pursuits, he did well, and with the help of his family gradually acquired a fairly
extensive holding.

At his death, the land was inherited by his children. The father of Mr. A.M. Dawkins, the late S. L. Dawkins,
inherited most of the property, and it is a portion of this land that Mr. A. M. Dawkins still owns.

'After attending Prince Alfred College and the Roseworthy Agricultural College, I returned home and worked
on the farm with father for 15 years,' said Mr. Dawkins this week. 

'I then took over a portion of the property (200 acres) and started on my own. 

'For some years I undertook mixed farming, and nine years ago I won first prize for the champion wheat crop of
South Australia.

'Years ago,' added Mr. Dawkins, 'I established 10 acres of oranges on my property near the banks of the Gawler
River. For 30 years this venture proved very profitable, but an incurable disease got among the trees, so that
today there are few of them left.'

'The failure of the orange trees caused me to look round for other avenues of income, and six years ago I
decided to found a Dorset Horn sheep stud. I bought 25 high class ewes and one ram from the Newbold Stud,
and have since added other valuable ewes and rams from the same source.

With these, and their increase, the stud now comprises 200 high class sheep. For the past three years I have
exported Dorsets to South Africa, and this year I am sending another team there.'

Some weeks ago, I inspected Mr. Dawkins' sheep at the Euro Stud, and among them I noticed many high class
rams and ewes.
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Gawler River Man’s Success

With Wheat, Oranges, and Sheep
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