The First Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) Graduates
By Andrew Eastick (RDA 1976)

The first students at Roseworthy Agricultural College entered the College in February
1885 and graduated in December 1886.

The initial Diploma in Agriculture course was a two-year course which became a
three-year course in 1893.

What is remarkable is the age variation of the ten students when they entered the
College, from 14 (on the cusp of 15) through to 25.

An additional number of students also commenced in February 1885 but did not go
on to graduate. The most prominent of these was Albert Maynard Dawkins, who
became a Member and Chairman of the Governing Council of the College from 1932
to 1938. The Governing Council had been established following the departure of
Principal Walter Birks as a result of the 1932 Student Strike and resultant Royal
Commission.

William George Treloar
William George Treloar, born at Watervale near Clare on 20 August 1864, entered
the College aged 20, finished first and was the first Gold Medalist.

William, who farmed at Mannahill and Truro, married Elizabeth Victoria Harrington on
20 October 1900. William and Elizabeth had four children.

William was also the Clerk of the Truro Council, a general commission agent and
Commonwealth Electoral Registrar for 30 years.

William died, aged 75, on 12 March 1940, soon after retiring to Sefton Park and is
buried in the Dudley Park Cemetery.

Thomas Allen Wilson

Thomas Allen Wilson, born at Trial Hill overlooking the Barossa Valley, on 18 June
1862, entered the College aged 22, finished second and was the first Silver Medalist.

In 1889 Thomas moved to Victoria to work under the Conservator of Forests at Fern
Tree Gully and then spent five months as the Farm Foreman at Longerenong
Agricultural College at Dooen in Victoria.

Thomas married Evelyn Cowled at Port Pirie on 29 March 1893, and later, following
Evelyn’s passing on 3 April 1915, married Matilda Haines in Adelaide on 30 October
1917. Thomas and Evelyn had three children.

After returning to South Australia and farming for several years near Port Pirie,
Thomas sold and took up land in the Franklin Harbor district in order to make room
for two growing boys.



Following the boys return from WW]I the eldest son took on the farm and Richard
secured the position of Clerk of the local council.

Thomas died, aged 94, on 26 August 1956 at West Hindmarsh in Adelaide and is
buried in the Payneham Cemetery.

Milton Eastwood

Milton Eastwood, born at Aldinga on 3 January 1860, entered the College aged 25,
and finished third.

Following graduation Milton was employed as the Farm Manager at the College
where he participated in the College’s early super experiments.

In 1889 Milton took up a position in Western Australia in connection with an
agricultural development before moving to Coolgardie where he established an
auctioneering business.

Milton married Jeenie Bailye at Albany in 1891. Milton and Jeenie had one son.

In 1912 Milton sold his business interests in Western Australia and moved to
Tamworth in New South Wales where he established a cash and carry and carrying
business, the Tamworth Carrying Company.

Milton died at Tamworth on 29 April 1936 and is buried in the Tamworth General
Cemetery.

Richard Hill

Richard Hill, born at ‘Glenburn’ near Yankalilla on 18 April 1862, entered the College
aged 22, and finished fourth.

Richard married Eliza ‘Tillie’ Porker at Springton on 12 March 1891. There is no
record of Richard and Eliza having children.

Following graduation Richard went to Goroke in the Victorian Mallee, and then
Warracknabeal, where he farmed and was prominent in public affairs. After retiring
into Warracknabeal, in 1920 Richard’s health resulted in a move to Portland where
he became a director of the knitting mills and was again prominent in public affairs
including local government.

Richard died at Portland on 3 November 1942 and is buried in the Portland South
Cemetery.

Allison Bedford Robin

Allison Bedford Robin, born at Kent Town on 30 September 1860, entered the
College aged 24, and finished fifth.



After secondary education in Victoria and South Australia Allison was initially
employed in Adelaide in the warehouses of J. Robin & Co. and D. & W. Murray,
before joining the Bank of South Australia.

Aged 20, Allison’s health necessitated life in the open and after spending a year at
the original family home on Guernsey Island he entered the College.

Following graduation Allison purchased a block of land at Nuriootpa and commenced
planting an orchard, producing vegetables and seeds with considerable success
while waiting for the orchard to come into bearing.

Allison married Eliza Horsnell on 20 May 1896. Allison and Eliza had three children.
A son, Cecil Robin, also attended the College, graduating with an RDA in 1922.

Allison helped to found the Angaston Agricultural Bureau branch in 1886, was its first
Secretary, and was the Secretary and driving force of the Fruitgrowers Association.

Allison died on 16 July 1942 and is buried in the Nuriootpa Cemetery.
Henry (Harrie) Brock

Harrie Brock, born at Wallaroo on 19 October 1865, entered the College aged 19,
and finished sixth.

Following graduation Harrie was the long-time Port Pirie manager for wheat
merchant and flour milling company John Darling & Sons until taking up farming at
White Hut near Clare in 1921. Harrie married Patience Arnold at the ‘Mayfield’
property at Roseworthy on 20 August 1910. There is no evidence of Harrie and
Patience having children.

Harrie died at Hackney on 8 November 1929 and is buried in the West Terrace
Cemetery.

Edward Ernest Stuckey

Edward Ernest Stuckey, born at Dashwood Gully on 13 June 1870, entered the
College aged 14, and finished seventh.

Following graduation Edward joined the Woods and Forests Department, initially
stationed at the Wirrabara Forest Reserve before appointment as the Officer-in-
Charge of the Mount Burr Forest Reserve.

Edward married Helena Gardner at Wolseley on 13 November 1893, and following
her death on 30 December 1931, married Mary Wood at Manly in New South Wales
in 1933. Edward and Helena had five children.

Following resignation from the Woods and Forests Department in 1906, Edward
remained in the Millicent District until 1910, when he purchased a grazing property
near Balladoran in New South Wales.



Edward was a member of No. 3 Squadron of the 16th Regiment, Australian Light
Horse, with the rank of Captain, and established a State-wide reputation as a
Squadron Leader.

Edward left Balladoran during the WWI to take "charge of a transport, conveying
reinforcements of light horsemen to Egypt, spending time in Egypt and on Gallipoli.

After a serious illness in Egypt, Edward returned to Australia and engaged in
recruiting work in New South Wales. After the war he purchased "The Ranch," a
mixed farming property at Condobolin.

Edward died at The Ranch at Condobolin in New South Wales on 18 January 1937
and is buried at the Condobolin Cemetery.

Robert John Young

Robert John Young, born in the Barossa Valley on 29 March 1870, entered the
College aged 14. and finished eighth.

Following graduation Robert returned to the family property, Mount Templeton
Station, between Balaklava and Lochiel.

Robert married Inez Mary Hands at Mitcham on 18 August 1897. Robert and Inez
had four children.

Robert owned a property near Young in New South Wales, in a partnership of Young
and Raleigh bur was forced to sell in the drought of 1917. In 1918 Robert travelled to
England via America and became agricultural advisor on the staff of Marshall
Lyoutey, from 1912 to 1925 the French Resident-General in Morocco, where he was
commissioned by the French Government to enquire into the possibilities of
establishing Merino sheep in North Africa.

Later Robert worked in the London office of Elder, Smith & Co. and then managed
the Waldershare Estate of the 8" Earl of Guildford, Frederick George North, in Kent.

Due to the impact of the Great Depression (1929-1939) Robert returned to Australia,
settling in Western Australia.

Robert died at Guildford in Western Australia on 30 April 1953, aged 83. Place of
burial is not currently known.

Edward Witherage Cotton

Edward Witherage Cotton, born at Adelaide on 1 March 1870, entered the College
aged 14, finished ninth.

Following graduation Edward moved to Western Australia and farmed at Northam on
a property that in 1925 was purchased by the Western Australian Government to
establish Muresk Agricultural College.



Edward married Mary Catherine Dempster at Northam on 5 September 1894.
Edward and Mary had two children.

Edward died at Mount Lawley on 31 October 1941 and is buried in the Karrakatta
Cemetery.

Albert Edward Amand-Wright

Albert Edward Amand-Wright, born at The Olives at Glenelg on 16 May 1861,
entered the College aged 23, and finished tenth.

Albert’s father, Edward Amand Wright was a prominent land agent in South Australia.
Edward’s brother, and Albert’s uncle, Edmund William Wright, was a successful
South Australian architect and had designed The Olives for his brother.

Nothing is known of Albert following his graduation. Albert’s father died on 13 June
1891, and his mother, Lucy Wright (nee Winsor), died on 6 August 1896.

Albert had two sisters.
Albert was admitted to Parkside Mental Hospital on 12 April 1907. His admission
notes state that he was suffering from alcohol and financial stress. At the time of

admission his occupation was recorded as gardener.

Albert died whilst a patient at the Hospital on 1 November 1907. Place of burial is not
currently known.



