
The First Association Medal 

Whilst the report of the Annual General Meeting of the Roseworthy Old Collegians 
Association held on 7 November 1918 in the Vol. 18 No. 1 edition of The Student, 
published in December 1918, indicated: ‘The question of the old scholars medal was 
discussed, and the Secretary was authorised to ascertain the views of the members.’, 
the minutes of the Meeting do not record the discussion. 

It may not have been a coincidence that timing of consideration of striking an 
Association medal occurred at the conclusion of World War One, with a significant 
number of Association members having serviced overseas, and many not returning. 

Further consideration of striking a medal occurred at the Committee meeting on 3 
October 1919, when: ‘It was agreed to adopt a medal in conformity with the practice of 
kindred associations, and the President (W J Colebatch, the College Principal) 
undertook to secure designs and samples in time for next meeting’. 

The next reference to the medal was in the minutes of the Association’s (Annual) 
General Meeting held on 17 November 1920, indicating: ‘The sample of Old Students 
Medal was examined. Various suggestions made and discussed. Mr. Colebatch moved 
that the Hon. Sec. wait on Mr. Preston for another sample, smaller in size, narrower edge 
and a brighter pink on the lettering. Seconded by Mr. West and carried’. 

The minutes of the first Committee meeting in 1921, on 3 May, record: ‘The Medals and 
design submitted were examined and Mr. Spafford proposed that a decision be further 
deferred and that additional samples be obtained from Schlank and Co. Seconded Mr. 
West.’ 

The minutes of the subsequent Committee meeting, on 11 July 1921, record: ‘The 
sample of medal as prepared by Schlank and Co. was exhibited and it was agreed that 
the medal as submitted be approved of with the addition of bars to strengthen the A and 
recommended to the General Meeting.’ 

The minutes of the Association’s (Annual) General Meeting on 16 September 1921 
record: ‘The medal submitted by the Committee was examined and adopted as the 
Association Medal on the motion of Mr. Spafford. Sec Mr. Clark.’ 

The Vol. 20 No. 2 edition of The Student, published in December 1921, reported: ‘In 
connection with the Association Medal, the design selected by the Committee was 
adopted by the General Meeting and a number will be struck immediately. Many 
enquiries concerning it have been made, and as soon as particulars come to hand re 
price and date of delivery members will be notified.’ 

The minutes of the Committee meeting on 11 January 1922 recorded: ‘The Hon. Sec. 
submitted a shade of pink enamel for Association Medal as that approved of at the 
Annual Meeting was placed on metal not gold and would not show the same shade on 
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the latter. The colour was approved and Secretary instructed to get the badges out as 
soon as possible. Mr. Mottram moved that the price of Medal be 22/6 and engraving of 
name and year be extra. Sec. Mr. Snook. Mr. Colebatch moved that medals only be 
available to those members who have attended the College as Students. Sec. Mr. 
Snook.’ 

The minutes of the Committee meeting on 7 August 1922 record: ‘Mr. Clark proposed 
that one of the sample Old Students Medals be given to the College Sports Club for 
competition at their Annual Athletic Sports. The present intention being to make this an 
Annual presentation. Sec. Mr. Spafford.’ 

The Vol 21 No.1 edition of The Student, published in November 1922, reported: ‘Since 
our last publication the Association Medal has been struck and made available to 
members. It is most gratifying to the Committee to see the enthusiasm with which it has 
been taken up and the general approval of the design adopted. To date about 140 
badges have been issued, and although the rush period is over enquiries are still coming 
to hand. For the information of those who have not as yet secured a medal, I would like 
to state that they are still available at 22/6 each uninscribed.’ 

The minutes of the Committee meeting on 30 July 1923 record: ‘Printing Block of O S 
Badge. It was resolved to obtain a block of the Old Students badge for stamping same in 
colours - pink and black. Cost not to exceed £3. Prop. Mr. Spafford Sec. Mr. Clark.’ 

The Vol. 33 No.1 edition of The Student, published in December 1937, recorded: 
‘Medals are available in 9 ct. gold or in rolled gold at 24s. and 7s. 6d. respectively. 
Medals are available to financial members only through the Hon. Secretary. Cash must 
accompany the order for a medal.’ 

Subsequently, the Vol. 40 No. 1 edition of The Student, published in December 1944, 
reported under the heading Old Collegian Badges: We have been notified by Messrs. R. 
R. Sarre, Jewellers, that these badges can now be manufactured provided sufficient are 
required. There have been several applications and any Old Student wishing to secure 
on of these badges is requested to contact the Hon. Secretary at an early date. The cost 
is 7/6 each, and an order is necessary before the badge can be attained from the 
jeweller.’ 

A number of years ago David Spencer (RDA 1971: RDAT 1972) came across one of the 
first Association medals on display at the State Library of New South Wales. The medal 
had been purchased by Hermann Paul Leopold ‘Leo’ Buring (RDA 1896). 

Leo Buring was born on 7 October 1876 at Friedrichswalde (Tarnma), South Australia 
and educated at Prince Alfred College from 1883 to 1994. After graduating from 
Roseworthy Agricultural College he went to Europe where he attended viticulture 
colleges at Geisenheim on the Rhine in 1896 and 1897 and Montpellier, France, in 1898. 
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Leo returned to South Australia to become cellarman at Spring Vale in June 1898, 
managed the Alex Prentice wine cellars at Rutherglen in Victoria in 1900, the Hans Irvine 
wine cellars at Great Western in Victoria in 1901, and the Minchinbury wine cellars at 
Rooty Hill in New South Wales from 1902 to 1919. 

At Minchinbury Leo persuaded James Angus to embark on the production of sparkling 
wines, which were successfully launched on the market six years later. 

From 1919 to 1923 Leo acted as technical adviser to various Australian wineries and 
from 1923 to 1930 was governing director of Lindeman Ltd. 

Leo set up his own business in 1931, Leo Buring Pty Ltd, and he was a director of H. 
Buring & Sobels Ltd from 1934 to 1960. 

Leo’s Australian Wines was published in Sydney in 1931. 

Leo’s great interest was the promotion of Australian wines, establishing 'Ye Old Crusty 
Cellar' in George Street in Sydney where special vintages were stored in casks and 
bottles and where many distinguished guests were entertained. 

Leo was a life member and honorary vice-president of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
New South Wales and a member of the New South Wales branch of the Australian Wine 
Producers' Association and the Chamber of Commerce. 

Leo was on the Australian Wine Overseas Marketing Board from 1929 to 1936 and 
President of the Federal Viticultural Council in 1931, represented New South Wales and 
Queensland. 

Leo was a councillor of the Blue Mountains Shire from 1937 to 1944 and became a Life 
Governor of Sydney Hospital from 1953. 

Leo was honorary treasurer of the International Society of Australia. 

Leo died at Penrith in 1961. 
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