John Robinson: A famous sculptor who was a Roseworthy College student
by Andrew Brown (RDA 1956)

John Robinson was a British sculptor and co-founder of the Bradshaw Foundation.
Among other distinctions he was the Official Sculptor for the British Olympic
Committee in 1988 and a University of Wales Honorary Fellow.

He was also a Roseworthy College student for nine months.

| first met “Robbie” in 1953 on the steps of the main building of Roseworthy College
where | was rostered on to prepare a fire for the 3™ year students in a notoriously
cold lecture room. Robbie came to the front door looking lost and after very brief
introductions | showed Robbie to the rooms where he was to sleep that night in the
company of Peter Dunn and Austen De Caux. In Robbie’s own words from his life
story: “These two companions turned my time at Roseworthy College into an
unforgettable experience.”

Forty years later Peter Dunn visited Robbie in the UK and renewed acquaintances.

John Robinson was born in London in 1935. His father was Australian and mother
English. He left school at the age of 16 and joined the Merchant Navy but left the

Navy upon arrival in Australia. His adventures ranged from jackerooing and cattle
droving to serving on a mounted patrol in the Kimberley region.

In 1953 and with some help from family friend Professor Hedley Marston (Head of
the CSIRO), Robbie decided to enrol at Roseworthy.

Aside from attending (most) lessons at College, he managed to accompany Dunn
and De Caux to various parties in Adelaide where his Australian experience was
expanded in unexpected ways. Robbie was able to do this, in part, through owning a
(temporarily) shiny new Ford Prefect.

Robbie’s time at Roseworthy came to a premature end courtesy of an infatuation
with a girl who he escorted to a Coming Out Dance at Gawler. Unfortunately,
Principal McCulloch had cancelled all leave for a fortnight at that time due to a “minor
infringement” of a College rule. Come the night of the dance, Robbie was spotted at
the dance by a Roseworthy master, but anticipating expulsion and seeking new
horizons, Robbie walked into the Principal’s office the next morning and resigned.

From the brief time | spent with him at Roseworthy, | recall Robbie being an
impressive person who took an interest in other people. It was no surprise to me and
my classmates that Robbie went on to be a success in other fields. In the 1950s, he
married, bought a 1,600-acre virgin scrub block in the Ninety Mile Desert of South
Australia and for ten years developed a sheep farm.

In the late 1960s, he bought some modelling clay and started modelling friends and
children, working in his shearing shed at weekends. His sculpting became so
consuming that Robbie returned to England with his wife and three sons to begin his
sculpting career in earnest.



Robbie first made a name for himself as a sculptor with figurative bronzes including a
commissioned bust of Queen Elizabeth and another of the Queen Mother. There are
another seven examples around the world, one of which is located outside the
Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra, Australia and another in Queen Victoria
Gardens, Melbourne, Australia.

Robbie was Official Sculptor for the British Olympic Committee in 1988. His
“‘Gymnast” is at the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, donated by the Australian
Olympic Committee. John Robinson passed away in March 2007.







