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David Lewis OAM has been a distinguished leader in international development. He
dedicated his career to humanitarian responses that centre vulnerable populations,
often in conflict zones and has also championed sustainable practices in global
health systems to help address the impacts of climate change on the world’s most
vulnerable populations.

In 1989, David and his family moved to West Africa to work with
CBM Australia. During the Diamond War in Sierra Leone,

witnessing the profound disadvantage and hardship faced by
people with disability shaped David’s lifelong commitment to
disability-inclusive development. His leadership and advocacy for
disability inclusion in foreign aid and development policy
subsequently played a pivotal role in shaping the Australian
Government’s Development for All strategy in 2008. N

David’s career deepened his conviction that by listening carefully to what is truly
needed on the ground and ensuring that the basic medical and rehabilitation needs
of people with disability are being met, we could ensure that all people actively
participate in wider social initiatives and thrive within their communities.

Known for his inclusive approaches, dedication, and relentless energy, David
remained deeply engaged in volunteer work, including voluntary work with a
program ensuring women in Gaza had access to seed and other needs, enabling
them to plant fast growing vegetables for their families wherever they were
displaced to.

Throughout his career, David was deeply inspired by the dedication, cooperation
and resilience of the local teams he has worked with, who are determined to uplift
their own communities. “Our team of people who worked on the ground — as well as
being totally, totally committed to our work — were also often supporting their
extended families living in poverty...they were a huge motivation to me.”

As he continued to support aid and development projects working with vulnerable
people, David placed emphasis on the power of compassion and the importance of
the next generation in continuing his work. One of his biggest motivations was
encouraging young people so that they could make a difference in the world.



