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History of Roseworthy Campus Entrance Monument 

Dale Manson & Andrew Eastick 

The Roseworthy Campus main entrance on Mudla Wirra Road that runs between 
Wasleys and Gawler is graced by a large triangular solid concrete Entrance 
Monument greeting visitors. 
 
Over a period of nearly sixty years, this unique looking monolith has become a 
feature of the area and owes its presence to the generosity of the 1968/1969 
graduating Roseworthy Agricultural College student cohort.  Its design is entrenched 
in the late-1960s history of Roseworthy College when the new two-story 
accommodation block incorporating reinforced concrete stairwells was being built. 
 
In the 1960s and 1970s it was customary for the final year graduating students to 
hold an end of year dinner and invite the staff of the College as their guests.  Soon 
after commencing their first year of study in 1966, this group of students who were 
due to finish their Diploma in Agriculture course in 1968 and graduate in 1969 were 
informed by older students of their responsibilities with respect to the dinner.  Taking 
to heart those responsibilities, the first years earnestly undertook fund raising for the 
dinner throughout the whole of their time at Roseworthy College. 
 
Their fund raising turned out to be extremely successful, aided by periods of grape 
picking by the group in the Riverland.  After they had held the dinner in 1968, a 
considerable amount of money ($1,600) was left unexpended and with meritorious 
altruism, a meeting of the students resolved to recognise and express appreciation 
for the great influence that the College had made to their lives by expending the 
surplus funds on something worthwhile for the College. 
 
In recognition of the then inconspicuous entrance to the College which frequently 
resulted in visitors missing the entrance and needing to perform a U-turn further up 
the road leading to Wasleys, the group of final year students decided to create a 
prominent Entrance Monument to mark the main entry.  After consultation with the 
then College Principal Bob Herriot, the project was agreed to and the Public Works 
Department became involved, resulting in an architect coming to the College with a 
cardboard model of the proposed Entrance Monument. 
 
The students met and approved the design, duly receiving a fair degree of ridicule 
from the 1968 first- and second-year students for spending good money on a 
concrete block with solid brass letters stating ROSEWORTHY COLLEGE. 
 
The Entrance Monument was constructed during 1969 year, with no official 
recognition of the students’ contribution other than a bronze plaque attached to the 
rear of the feature stating “A Tribute from the Third Year Students 1968 – 1969”.  
This brass-lettered Entrance Monument proudly stood untouched at the head of the 
Roseworthy Agricultural College driveway until the 1991 merger with the University 
of Adelaide. 
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At that time, two very odd things happened to the Entrance Monument.  The unique 
brass lettering that adorned the face of the Entrance Monument was removed and 
replaced by a painted University of Adelaide sign, with the removed brass letters 
being souvenired by unknown external parties. 
 
The other oddity was the placement of a plaque on the rear face of the Entrance 
Monument contained the wording, “On 1 January Roseworthy Agricultural College 
Merged with the University of Adelaide”, without any indication that the year of 
merger was 1991. This oversight was quite clumsy. 
 
With the 2026 merger of the Universities of South Australia and Adelaide to form a 
new Adelaide University, the Roseworthy Campus Entrance Monument once again 
needed to be changed. 
 
During 2026, the Committee of the Roseworthy Campus Association was in 
discussion with the Infrastructure Branch of Adelaide University’s Division of 
University Operations about the style of signage to replace the outdated University of 
Adelaide signs attached to the Entrance Monument. 
 
As a follow-up to the article on the Roseworthy Campus Entrance Monument 
contained in the last ROCA Digest, there is a humorous side to the donation of the 
feature by the 1968/1969 group of Roseworthy graduating students. 
 
Following the construction of the feature in 1969, a view was established by the 
students of Roseworthy Agricultural College that the base of the main part of the 
feature could be likened to an upturned septic tank. 
 
An article about the feature in the 1969 College magazine The Student titled “WE 
ACSEPTIC WITH TANKS”, described the feature as “Do not be confused by the 
apparent lack of size. The monument is actually symmetrical about the ground level, 
with the ten ton solid genuine and fully imported concrete knob standing atop a five 
ton Norwegian designed and manufactured septic tank which in itself stands on a ten 
solid, genuine fully imported concrete knob. 
 
It is therefore only half as ugly as it would have been if it had all been exhibited 
above ground. For this everyone is eternally grateful.” 
 
A student at the time, Graham Brookman (RDA 1970) has indicated that “Sir Richard 
Hawker, the Chairperson of the Roseworthy Agricultural College Council, 
accompanied by his wife and a range of other dignitaries was to ‘open’ it. However, 
the peculiarity of the feature attracted the attention of students and it was decided to 
conduct a mock opening. 
 
The fact that the triangle sat on top of what appeared to be a septic tank gave the 
monument its name (‘The septic tank’). As usual, the junior students were herded to 
the opening and some dry speeches made. 
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Ultimately ‘Sir Richard (a student played his part) stepped forward and with flourish 
unveiled the monument.  The gathering was surprised to see John Hill (RDA 1970) 
sitting on a lavatory pan atop the ‘Septic Tank’ with his pants down. With a shout of 
surprise, he leapt from the monument and rushed off into the bush.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original Roseworthy Agricultural Entrance Monument in 1969 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plaques on the rear of the Roseworthy Entrance Monument.  Note the absence of a 
date for the merger with the University of Adelaide in 1991 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The University of Adelaide painted sign that replaced the original brass Roseworthy 
College lettering. 


