ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

8th SEPTEMBER 1989

It is with pleasure that I present my report for the 1988/89 year.

This year has been one of robust growth and activity for the
Roseworthy 0ld Collegians Association.

While we have continued the social aspects of R.0.C.A., with well
attended reunions in Adelaide, Port Lincoln, Loxton and Perth, the
Association has continued to become more heavily involved in matters
which directly affect the future of Roseworthy as a viable
institution.

R.0.C.A. made submissions to various bodies on the following matters:

Single Crop Research Institute

Relocation of the Dept. of Ag. Northfield Research Centre.
— Restructuring of Tertiary Institutions in S.A.

— Restructuring of the R.A.C. farm.

After considerable thought and debate, R.0O.C.A. decided to take a
public stance on the amalgamation options for Roseworthy College.

We believe that the best interests of the College, students and
agriculture as a whole would be served by the formation of closer
links between Roseworthy College, South Australian College of
Advanced Education and the University of Adelaide.

While the three way link-up is now in jeopardy, it is still
R.0.C.A.'s view that Roseworthy College and Adelaide University would
make compatible partners in any new institution.

I am sure there is still a considerable amount of debate still to
come, however we must attempt to sift out the peripheral vested
interest of minority groups from the real issues -~ those of educating
our youth in all aspects agriculture, natural resource management and
wine science, in addition to ensuring the continuation of Roseworthy
Agricultural College as a viable centre of agricultural excellence.

A little later in the meeting, we will look at the options for the
future of R.0.C.A.

While a final decision need not be made this evening, I hope our
discussions will provide the new committee with direction for the

coming vyear.

Times are changing, and so must Roseworthy and R.O.C.A.

The College beef herd has disappeared, and I am sure many more
changes will occur in the near future.

Whether the changes are good or bad, let us hope they ére made with
the intention of strengthening the future viability of the College.



Before I conclude this report, I would like to commend the College on
their establishment of an Aboriginal studies unit.

This unit provides support for Aboriginals, who, as we all realise,
may not have access to the same back-up and support available to the
rest of us.

Most importantly, the Aboriginal students do exactly the same course
work as everyone else, and when the first graduates come out of
R.A.C. next April, their gualification will be worth every bit as
much as yours or mine.

I have invited one of the Aboriginal students, Derek Walker, to be
the guest of R.0.C.A. at dinner this evening.

Please make Derek and his wife feel welcome, and feel free to ask him
about the Unit at R.A.C.

Thank you for the support I have received as President over the past
twelve months.

DALE MANSON
President
1988/89






