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A Subecommittee of four (with pover to add) of the general
comnittee originelly appeinted to ¢arry on a leng standing effort
to revive the Graduates Land Settlement Act or to attack the
problem of land settlement for young FKoseworthy graduates along

alternative lines, No limits have been placed upon our field of
action,

(The Gradustes Land Settlement Act vas pessed in 1922 and
provided for loans of wp to £3,000 for gradustes and other old
collegisns teo assist their scthement on sgricultural land, It
had a comparatively short and chequered history,)

ALMS.

For various reasons including recent Cabinet decisions it
is now clear that the 01& Act cannot be revived in any nsemi form,
We have therefore decided to attack the problem snew and have
adepted as basic principles:=

(1) - It is desirable that young men be enceuraged to fellew
agriculture and that it is eventually desirable thsat they owa
their owa land,

(2) Te establish ene self on an agricultural property is

becoming more difficult snd some kind of help is needed, These

tve statements, we feel, do mot need preof end the first we have
adepted as the reasen for our present effort, as it has deen for all
the past efferts, The second statement is the practical applicatiem -
the end towards which the effert should be directed,

(1) Considerable sreas ef virgin land have beem develeped in this
State in the past decade through the War 8ervice Land Settlement
Scheme, The closing of this scheme has recently beem amnewumced,

(2)  Other suitable Crown Lands have been thrown open for
application by the State Gevernment and have been developed by
prfvate enterprise -- ususlly by people vwith sufficient capital for

the purpese, A similar group has developed privately held virgin
land.

(3) The A.M,P, greup scheme has developed land and provided
finance for a limited number of young men., We understand that this
is practicelly complete,

() To buy an established farm which will provide a reasonable
living costs roughly between £8,000 =nd £30,000 depending on the
type of enterprise follewed, lt least half of the purchase price
is normally required before the balance can be borrewed,

In addition to the feur points mentioned it is known that
compact areas of virgin land suitable for development schemes are
becoming scarce to non-existent, The need for the War Service
scheme 1s diminishing, Rising costs and the economics of the
projects are discouraging other group schemes., The necess
finance to buy established properties is alse difficult te ebtain,
eéspeclally for the younger man with limited capital.

The recent annewmecement by the State Gevernment of am area
to b epened and develeped has little bearing en the leng term
eutleock,

v ———
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%o METHOD OF ATTACK.

Our object is to areuse and stimulate interest in all sectiocas
of the sgrieultural community towards helping with eur stated aims.

We intend te do this bys

(1) Cellection of such factual informatiem as is
found to be necessary or helpful,

(2) Enlisting the help of all organised bdodies
which are likely to be interested, such as,
in addition to our own Associatiom.

The 8,4, Branch of the Aust, Institute of
Agricultural Seience,

The Agricultural Bureau Movement,

Rural Youth Clubs and their Couneil

Country High School Councils

The Country Womens Assoeiatiom

The Australian Primary Producers Uniem

S,A. Wheat and Wool Growers Associstion

The Stoeck Owners Assoeciation

The United Dairymens Associstion

The Grapegrowers Associstion

The Fruit Growers & Market Garden Associstiom

The Assoclation of Dairy Factory Managers
and SBecretaries,

The Legacy Organisastion

The Agricultural snd Rural Press

5.EBGRESS ALREADY MARE.

é.

We Rave circularised a sample of 250 of our own members sad
received replies,

The pereentage in faveur of some scheme to assist settlememt
of either established eor virgin land vwas ......

The percentage wanting something dene abeut such a
scheme WaSBeoeoo

seseef Offered their active help at the proper time and
through appropriate channels,

. esess® Buggested purely gevernment financisl aid.

seeeef muggested government aponsored or purely private
aid through existing financial institutioms.

A number of senior men with wide experience and broasd mewl
of agricultural administration and research have been approached few
their personal advice and criticism. Our basic aim has beem
universally commended by them,

THE SCHEME WE SUGGEST.

Any suggestions made here are still subject to amendment as we
are very cemscious of the fact that any of the people or bodies
we appreach may be able te offer ideas which improve onfhat we hsve
set out at this stage, If progress is made snd sufficient interest
shown there must come a stage when the main frameverk is fixed,

Assuming this to be so and bearing in mind our two basiec
prineiples we suggest that the class of man to be assisted would
include the following:= sons of farmers with experience st home;
Roseworthy Diploma Holders; other suitable ex students; Agricultursl
Science Graduates; Long term members of Agricultural Buresux snd

Rural Youth Clubs; men with satisfactory rural experience,
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Such groups as students from Agricultural High Schools would, as
they become old enough, be included in one or the other of these,
All of them would have had to have had satisfactory supervised or
investigated farming experience, preferably with some managerisl
experience or background,

Farming end mansgerisl eéxpcrience is not always easy to et
and that will have to be provided for in some cases, It has been
suggested to us in more than one quarter, and we believe ourselves,
thet a change in the pattern of our agriculture is in sight.
Already developed farms may have to arry secondary enterprises, not
in a haphagzard way ss has sometimes been the case in the past, but
in a planned, long term manner in order to cope with the food demands

iy increasing population and to stabilise the farms

as businesses which Justify their capital structure, Many suitable
secondery enterprises can be quoted e.g. poultry, pigs sheep or a
small dairy on a cereal farm, On a share or vage basis such a
projeet would provide an ideal start for the man we have in mind,
No special financial asslstance would be needed at this stage -
only the help end blessing of an established farmer and perhaps
special attention from the Distriet Adviser, This stage would
also ald in ensuring that the individual enters the next stage with
sufficient capital te obviate assistance above a ressonable percentage
of his total requirements,

The finel step would need assistance or spensorship on Government
level, It also means that an appropriate Aet would have to be
drafted and passed, There would have to be a bedy to examine snd
decide upon suitable applicents, An established ageney, such as
the Parliamentary Committee on Land Settlement might reviw each
application after hearing evidence from Government and Independent
observers, the farmers with whem the appliesnt had worked and se on.
Each uoulc! have had a fixed number of years suitable experience,
perhaps of a little shorter durstion for R,A,C, and University
graduates than others,

We feel that if efforts in this direction met with success
they would be worthwhile, sstisfying to those concerned and of
benefit to the whole community,

Mcmbers of Sub=committeey
X D. Multen

L.J., Cook

L.H, Laffer

J.V, Mertin
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