
Tragic Deaths of Four Students in the Early Years of 
Roseworthy Agricultural College 

The first student death at Roseworthy Agricultural College occurred on 27 April 1892 
with the death of Thomas Bruce Giles. The 29 April 1892 edition of the (Gawler) Bunyip 
recorded: 

SAD DEATH AT ROSEWORTHY COLLEGE – A sad death occurred at the Roseworthy 
College on Wednesday morning, one of the students named Bruce Giles, son of Mr 
Henry A Giles JP of Mount Pleasant, succumbing to the effects of an apparent trivial 
injury he received three weeks previously. 

The injury consisted of a blow on his forehead with the point of a spade accidentally 
inflicted by a fellow student whilst they were loading a dray. 

A very light punctured wound was caused, and very little notice was taken of it at the 
time. A few days after inflammatory symptoms appeared, and the services of Dr Dawes 
were called into requisition. He appeared to be getting on all right after treatment, but on 
Sunday last acute symptoms manifested themselves, and he gradually became worse 
until death intervened. 

Drs Popham, Hope and Hamilton held a consultation on the case on Tuesday evening 
with a view to performing an operation, but the unfortunate youth was in too low a 
condition to allow of this being done. The immediate cause of death was abscess on the 
brain. The deceased parents were with him at the last, and everything was done at the 
College that was possible. 

The occurrence cost quite a gloom over the institution, the deceased being very popular 
amongst his fellow students. 

Thomas Bruce Giles, born on 20 May 1875, is buried at the Mount Pleasant Cemetery. 

The next tragic death occurred just two years later, on 15 March 1894, when Walter Le 
Page Muecke, a son of H C E Muecke, Consul for Germany, fell from a load of hay and 
sustained concussion of the brain which proved fatal. 

The 17 March 1894 edition of the Advertiser (Adelaide), quoting their Gawler 
correspondent, recorded: 

Mr. Muecke was loading bales of pressed straw on the waggon along with some other 
students, and while the last bale was being hoisted he slipped into an opening between 
two other bales. His companions thinking there was some possibility of danger called to 
him – “Lookout, or the bale will be on top of you.” Forgetting that he was near the edge of 
the load, he placed his feet against the bail and pushed, when he was precipitated over 
the side, and falling on the shafts struck his head severely. 
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He was to some extent dazed after the fall, but with a little assistance walked to the 
college - a distance of about 500 yards. Soon after his return to the building he 
commenced to vomit, and for a short while felt better, but before the lapse of an hour he 
became unconscious and convulsions set in. A messenger was dispatched for Drs. 
Dawes and Popham, who put in a prompt appearance, Dr. Dawes remaining with the 
sufferer until about 10 o’clock, when death took place. 

Mr. and Mrs. Muecke left Adelaide on Thursday afternoon and reached the college in 
time to witness their son's death. 

Very widespread sympathy is felt for Mr. and Mrs. Muecke, as this is the second son they 
have lost very suddenly, the brother being drowned in the Murray some time ago while 
bathing. 

Walter Le Page Muecke, born on 16 July 1875, is buried in the North Road Cemetery at 
Nailsworth in Adelaide. 

A further student death occurred on the 23 June 1921 when Bernard Owen Lynch died 
as a result of an accident. The 24 June 1921 edition of the (Gawler) Bunyip recorded: 

A FRACTURED SKULL -A tragic accident happened at Roseworthy Railway Station on 
Wednesday evening, when Mr Bernard Lynch, eldest son of Cr. M Lynch, of Gawler, 
sustained head injuries that left little hope of his recovery. The lad, who had become a 
student at Roseworthy Agricultural College in the present term, was taking his arranged 
turn of driving to the railway station with horse and cart to receive the College food 
supplies. 

No one witnessed the accident, but it is believed that after getting his parcels Bernard 
made ready to return, and the horse must have made off before he was properly in the 
vehicle. The crash was heard by the station folk, who, going outside, saw the lad lying on 
the roadway, and unconscious. 

The College was immediately telephoned, and fellow students brought their comrade 
into Hutchinson Hospital, where the sufferer was attended by Dr Tobin. 

It was found that he was suffering from severe fracture of the skull. Mr Lynch 
supplemented the doctor's efforts by securing Dr Smeaton from the City, but no hope 
was entertained, and the boy died yesterday afternoon. 

The 1 July 1921 edition of the Southern Cross also reported on the death of Bernard 
Owen Lynch, recorded: 

The funeral took place on Saturday afternoon, and the cortege was one of the largest 
seen in Gawler. From the residence the funeral procession was headed by the Principal 
of the Agricultural College (Mr Colebatch) and the Secretary (Mr H C Pritchard), then 
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marched the whole of the students, some of whom acted as pallbearers and also 
formed a guard of honour at the graveside. 

Bernard Owen Lynch, born on 14 May 1902, is buried in the Willaston Cemetery at 
Gawler. 

A further student tragedy occurred on 22 June 1934 with the death of Howard Richard 
Kemp. The 27 June 1935 edition of the Chronicle recorded: 

STUDENT CHOKED - Orange Fragment in Lung - An autopsy has revealed that a large 
piece of orange had stuck in the lung passage caused the death of Howard Richard 
Kemp, 20, a promising third-year student at Roseworthy Agricultural College, between 
4.30 pm and 4.55 pm on Saturday. 

Kemp was found dead on a lawn behind the dormitory section. There was a small 
amount of orange pulp around his mouth that he had had apparently vomited. It was 
evident that he had choked when the orange fragment went down his windpipe. A doctor 
said that such a cause of death was extremely rare. 

Nobody saw Kemp eating the orange, but it was known that he obtained one during the 
afternoon. He was in his usual health when he chatted with another student at 4.30 pm. 
Most of the other students were playing football at the time. 

Kemp was described as one of the most promising students at the college. He was the 
fourth son of Mr and Mrs H Kemp of Cross Roads, Kingswood. He would have qualified at 
the end of this year for his diploma in agriculture. 

Howard Richard Kemp, born on 6 April 1915, is buried in the Mitcham General Cemetery 
in Adelaide. 

Roseworthy Campus Association President, Andrew Eastick, came across mention of 
the death of Howard Richard Kemp in the 1935 edition of The Student. Andrew recalls 
becoming aware of the incident when a first-year student at the College in 1973 and 
believes that it may have been a question in the first-year test that occurred at that time 
as part of Orientation. 


