Origin of the ROCA Digest

From soon after the establishment of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association in
1898, the Association's primary means of contact with its members was through the
pages of The Student magazine, first published in July 1897.

Over time the Association significantly increased its reliance on The Student to
communicate with its members and the Vol. 1. No. 12 edition of The Student, published
in February 1902, reported in an Editorial that the Association and the students at the
College had agreed to share the responsibility for publishing further editions.
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EDITORIAL
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For some t ¢ st the prescot students Lbave felt that the
i'ir-inr-n-l!'l.'.ll'. d maintaining the “Stadent™ up o the standard that
they wished, and issning the paper regalarly, has been mere than
they cowdd nmlertake for the Tuture, The Editor has had several
loterviews with the secretary of the Okl Students' Assoclation
with a view of getting the old students to take a1 more active
part ln the paper, aod at the last apoual meeting the matter was

ll]‘lll1;_[1|'| before the olil stoidents who left it in the hands of

the committes to deal with,

The magazines of othercolleges are mostly contincted by the old

boys, or copjointly with the preseat, and that the subscription
o the associations cotitled the old students to a free copy of the
paper ssued under its maoagement, we have decided to do the

same, 8o that with this issue if your subscription of 5s. per year

to the Assoclation has been paid up, you will receive a free copy.

The committee have decided to become responsible for half
the Igsue of each paper, and for that parpose they have been
fortunate in gettng Moy, J. Wallace Sandfond, F.C.8., to act as
eilitor for the portion they are responsible for. My, Saodford
took o eopsiderable interest o the paper while at the college, and
s ability med koowledge of oot sabjects interesting to old boys
will b of the greatest valie to the “Stodent.”” The gzeneral
management will still be earricd on by the present stisdents, and
the paper will be issued amid sent ont from the dollege.

The masthead of the subsequent Vol. 2 No. 1 edition, published in June 1902, indicated
that shared responsibility.



Che Student,

Published under the joint direction of the Present Students and the
Old Collegians’ Association,

J. WALLACE SANDFORD, F.C.S,, Editor for O.C. Association.
W. ]. DAWKINS, Editor for Present Students.

Vor. IL.—No. 1. JUNE, 1902

The following edition, Vol.2 No. 2, published in October 1902, indicated The Student
was now published by the Old Collegians Association.

Che Student,

Published by the Old Collegians® Association, under the joint direction
of Past and Present Students,

I, WALLACE SANDFORD, P.C.5,, Editor Jor O.C. Association,
W. ]. DAWKINS, Editor for Present Students.

Yo II.—No. 2 OCTOBER, 1902

Subsequently, the masthead of the Vol. 13 no. 1. Edition, published in July 1908,
indicated the editing of the publication was by the students.

Che Student.

Published by the Old Collegians’ Association, under the joint
direction of Past and Present Students.

EDITED BY THE STUDENTS.

pm—

JULY., 1908

Vor. VIIL.—No. 1.

In the late 1950's the rising cost of producing The Student resulted in a significant
increase in the contribution required from the Association, and several appeals were

made to members for funds to cover the extra cost.

Whilst the appeal had some success it was not sufficient to address the concern of the
Association’s Committee, which commenced looking at other options for

communicating with its members.



At a meeting of the Committee on 12 July 1961 it was proposed that the Association
should publish a monthly newsletter and its was agreed the proposal be investigated for
consideration at a subsequent meeting.

At the next meeting of the Committee, on 25 October 1961, the outcome of the
investigation was presented and discussed, including consideration of a potential
adverse impact on The Student if the Association commenced producing its own
newsletter. The Committee, being of the view that there would be no adverse impact,
proceeded to establish a Sub-Committee to formulate draft terms of reference for an
Editorial Committee and present to the Committee the proposed plan for the first
edition.

The following meeting of the Committee, on 12 December 1961, received and adopted
the terms of reference, including that the production of the newsletter was to be
assisted by the engagement of publisher.

It was reported at meeting of the Committee on 28 February 1962 that a letter of
engagement as publisher had been sent to Charles F Brown and Associates. It was also
at this meeting the newsletter commenced to be called the ROCA Digest. It was also
reported the publication of the first Digest was delayed because sufficient
advertisements had not yet been obtained.

Atthe 13 June 1962 meeting of the Committee it was reported that publication of the
first edition was anticipated to be at the end of July, although the publisher has not as
yet sourced sufficient advertisers.

With a Forword by the Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable David Brookman, and an
Editorial by the Association President, Roland Day, the initial 30-page ROCA Digest, with
11 pages of advertising, was published in August 1962.




