
ROCA Prizes Over the Years 

The Roseworthy Campus Association has, over its existence, from soon after its 
founding in 1898 as the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association, provided Prizes to 
students. 

The Old Students Cup was first awarded in 1900. 

In 1974 the Association commenced awarding the ROCA Prize for Contribution to Sport, 
not necessarily on the Field. This Prize came about as a result of a letter to the 
Association’s Committee from the College Football Club in 1973, requesting a donation 
for a trophy for the Best Club Man in the Club. After discussion the Committee resolved 
that it could not donate a trophy specifically to the Football Club and resolved to make 
an annual award to the student who has made the most outstanding contribution to 
sport, not necessarily in active participation. In 1974 Richard Flockhart was the first 
recipient of the Prize. 

The Prize continued until at least 2006. Unfortunately, the name of the recipient of the 
Prize was not always recorded in the Association's records and as a result there are a 
number of gaps. The table indicates the names of the recipients where currently known. 

Year Recipient 
1974 Richard Flockhart 
1975 Warwick Shipway 
1976 William Close 
1977 Christopher Tuckwell 
1978 William Horwood 
1979 Trevor Filmer 
1980 Mark Young 
1981 Anthony Sharley 
1982 Tim Dolan 
1983 Michael Blake 
1984 Philip May 
1985 David Smith 
1986 Andrew Sneyd 
1987 Nicki Hannaford 
1988 Anne Wigan 
1989 Adam Hrvatin 
1990 Raymond Farrelly 
1991 Phil Shane 
1992 Stephen Ball 
1993 Justin Boulton 
1994  
1995  
1996  
1997 David Sloane 
1998 Michael Wilson 
1999  
2000 Claudia Wythes 
2001  
2002 Amanda Dixon 



2003  
2004  
2005 Alfred Weaver 
2006 Kerry Allen 
2007  
2008  

Please contact the Association at roca.committee@gmail.com if you're able to provide 
the names of the recipients of the ROCA Prize for Contribution to Sport, not necessarily 
on the Field in those missing years. 

From the late 1980s until at least 2005 the Association also awarded a Prize, referred to 
as the Gold Medal to the top graduating student of the Bachelor of Applied Science 
(Natural Resource Management) as it was titled until 2000, and then the Bachelor of 
Natural Resource Management. 

The May 1987 edition of the ROCA Digest records that the then Head of the School of 
Land Management and the Dean of the Faculty of Natural Resources prevailed upon 
graduating members of the Faculty to each make a donation towards the provision of a 
Prize for the Best All-round Performance of a Student graduating with a degree in 
Applied Science in Natural Resource Management and called it the Natural Resource 
Alumni Association Trophy. 

Unfortunately, the Associations records do not record the first year the Association 
awarded the Gold Medal. It is possible the Association's Gold Medal was awarded prior 
to 1990. 

The table indicates the names of the recipients where known. 

Year Recipient 
1988  
1989 Lesley Alford 
1990 Sonia Ronson 
1991 Brett Miners 
1992 Peter Staples 
1993 Peter Taylor 
1994  
1995 Douglas McMurray 
1996 Kerry Steinberger 
1997 Tara Hage 
1998 Nicole Wight 
1999 Anthelia Bond 
2000 Melanie Rees 
2001 Mark Walter 
2002 Belinda Telfer 
2003 Luke Simmons 
2004 Mark Sutcliffe 
2005 Nicole Zeoli 
2006  



If a member has information about the year the Association's Gold Medal was first 
awarded, and in 1994, could they please advise the Committee at 
roca.committee@gmail.com. 

The Association has also attempted to establish a Scholarship in the name of the 
Association on a number of occasions. 

Sufficient funds to provide an attractive Scholarship were hard to come by, and when a 
Scholarship was able to be offered applications were sometimes also hard to come by. 

The minutes of the Association's 1964 Annual General Meeting record that for the third 
consecutive year there had been no applications received for a Scholarship that was 
offered at that time. Later in that Meeting the rules governing the Scholarship were 
amended to broaden eligibility from a son or grandson of an ex-student to include a 
student already studying at the College. 

In early 1979 the Committee, primarily to encourage a greater take-up of membership of 
the Association by lifting its profile with graduating students, considered the 
establishment of a travel aid donation to a graduating student.  

At the Annual General Meeting later that year members agreed to allocate a minimum of 
$500 each year to an incentive award to a graduating student and to also review the 
Scholarship arrangement with the view to having it withdrawn and the travel aid 
donation proposal established in its place. 

In early 1980 the Committee established the rules of what become known as the 
Graduation Award, to enable a graduating student to travel to undertake further study. 

The 1980 Annual General Meeting adopted the rules for the Graduation Award and 
repealed the rules for the Scholarship. The introduction of a Graduation Award in 1981 
had been announced earlier that year at the 1980 Graduation Day. 

Subsequently, it was reported to the meeting of the Committee on 19 March 1981 that 
there had been no applications received for the 1981 Graduation Award. Undaunted the 
Committee resolved to continue to offer the Award. 

The Award had more success the following year. From four applications John Liney 
(B.App.Sc.(Oen.) 1982) was selected as the recipient of the 1982 Graduation Award, 
enabling him to travel to France for further study. 

The 1993 Graduation Award recipient was Garry James (Dip.App.Sc.(Ag.) 1983), the 
1984 recipient was Gregory Mitchell (Dip.App.Sc.(Ag.) 1984) (Grad.Dip.Ag. 1985), and 
the 1985 recipient was Paul Wilcox (Dip.App.Sc.(Ag.) 1985). 
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In late 1985 the Committee resolved to not make the Graduation Award available in 
1986 and to utilise the funds allocated for the Award to purchase and donate a Robert 
Ingpen watercolour painting of the Main Building to the College. 

Over the next few years, the Committee considered the future of the Graduation Award, 
including considering an unsuccessful 1986 request that the funds allocated for the 
Award be made available to assist staff with their individual research work, but did not 
re-offer it, and eventually all reference to the Graduation Award ceased. 


