Agricultural Graduates Land Settlement Act
Andrew Eastick (RDA 1976)

The Vol. 23 No. 1 edition of The Student, published in March 1924, recorded:

Perhaps the most important event of recent times as far as Old Students are
concerned is the passing of the “Agricultural Graduates Land Settlement Act” on 21st
December 1922. That this Act is in force today we have largely to thank the present
Principal (Mr. W. J. Colebatch) for his efforts in keeping constantly before the
Government the necessity for encouraging and assisting the settlement on the land
of those who have been awarded the College Diploma.

Whilst before the House the Bill met with opposition from most unexpected quarters,
and some members appeared to know little about the College and its work. On the
whole, however, the Opposition quite understood the position, and agreed that the
College was training young men to become skilled in rural pursuits, and it was only
natural to desire that training to materialise. The Diploma-holders would then have
an opportunity to take up land, become scattered throughout the State not only doing
good work because of their special knowledge but advising others and adding to the
wealth of the State. Their main objection on was on the question of preference. The
debate was conducted in general terms until the speech of Mr. A. W. Robinson who
was able to place many convincing facts before members as to how South Australia
had in the past lost many good men to other States mainly because we have made
no effort to settle them on the land after the completion of their course. He pointed
out that Crown lands in assured districts had practically all been allocated, and that
repurchased land and irrigation areas had been reserved for soldier settlement, with
the result that it was only those parents who are able to finance their sons who are
able to put the education gained at the College to practical use on their on holdings
of their own.

It was this speech which practically carried the House, and we are indeed grateful to
Mr. Robinson for his hearty support. In the Upper House the debate continued
somewhat on the same lines, some members taking exceptions the amount of power
placed in the hands of the Principal of the College, whilst the present Minister of
Agriculture (Hon. J. Cowan) was instrumental in extending the qualification age from
25 to 30 years.

As this is the most important Act it will be as well to give some of the main clauses:-

4. Any person shall be eligible for the benefits of this Act-

(a) who has been awarded the Diploma of the Roseworthy Agricultural
College after the passing of this Act, and is, at the time he makes his
application, over the age of 21 years, or has been awarded the said
College Diploma before the passing of this Act and is over the age of 21
years and under the age of 30 years at the time he makes his first
application under this Act; and
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(b) who has satisfied the Principal that he has had sufficient experience in
the particular pursuit with respect to which his application is made to
enable him to engage therein with reasonable likelihood of success. Such
experience may be had either before or after the said College Diploma
was awarded.

6. The Minister may, out of moneys provided by Parliament for the purpose,
upon application, purchase land of any tenure, including land held under
Crown lease or agreement, with a view to the settlement thereon of a
particular agricultural graduate: Provided that-

(1) No land shall be so purchased unless the purchase is recommended
by the Land Board and by the Principal; and

(2) the purchase price of the land, together with all improvements, does
not exceed the sum of £3,000.

The Vol. 23 No. 2 edition of The Student, published in July 1924, recorded:

It is pleasing to note that the Agricultural Graduates Act is being availed of, and we
have to congratulate Mr. K. H. Shepley (RDA 1921) on being the first Old Scholar
whose application for assistance has been approved. Mr. Shepley has quite a decent
property at Lower Light ... ... and with ordinary luck should have no difficulty in
making a success of the place.

The Vol. 24 No. 3 edition of The Student, published in August 1926, recorded:

It is now a little more than three years since the Agricultural Graduates Land
Settlement Act came into operation, and is rather surprising to find that its provisions
have been availed of to but a limited extent.

The Vol. 26 No. 1 edition of The Student, published in May 1930, recorded a precis
of the Report of the Principal (W. R. Birks) to the Speech Day in January 1930:

Gratifying successes of Old Students on the land were too numerous to mention
now, and reference was made to the fact that, during the year, five graduates had
availed themselves of the provisions of the Agricultural Graduates Land Settlement
Act.

The Vol. 32 No. 1 edition of The Student, published in December 1936, recorded:

In 1922, chiefly to the efforts of the then Principal (Mr. Colebatch), the Agricultural
Graduates Land Settlement Act was passed. Unfortunately, the Act failed to function
as it was intended, solely because of lack of funds. This dormancy was so
pronounced that even the in the College Prospectus the Act was referred to
guardedly, by pointing out its provisions, but at the same time indicating that they
were dependent upon loan money being made available by the Government.

To the College, one of the most important announcements made by the Premier (Mr.
Butler) at the Annual Speech Day was that the Agricultural Graduates Land
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Settlement Act would no longer be impotent due to lack of funds. Mr. Butler gave an
unequivocal assurance that loan money would be made available in future for all
worthy applications for assistance under the Graduates Settlement Act.

The assurance was given, following an appeal made by the Principal (Dr. A.
Callaghan) in the following terms:-

“Many of our best young men find it difficult to find finance to go on the land. We
have, in the Agricultural Graduates Land Settlement Act, an excellent medium for
helping the most promising of our experienced diploma holders and | sincerely hope
that the Government will, in the future, make ample provision to help every capable
ex-student, holding a diploma, who may seek to avail himself of the advantages of
the Act. In the class finishing today several are going on the land by virtue of their
own finances. but | can vouch for another five who will, in a couple of years, be quite
competent and worthy of assistance. What a splendid inspiration it would be to those
young men if they knew that by working conscientiously for, say, at least two years,
gaining experience, they would have the reward of financial assistance through the
Act, eventually to become farmers or grazers in their own right. Give these young
fellows hope, and their zeal, training and character will carry them through to
become the best type of settler this State can wish for. Deprive them of hope and
they become the slaves of men less competent than they.”

Since the Premier made this promise funds have been made available, and many
applications from Diploma holders have been received. Several have already been
dealt with, and properties purchased. In fact, Dr. Callahan who, as Principal,
administers the Act in association with the Lands Board, has had an unusually busy
time in the last six months inspecting properties which have been offered to the
Government on behalf of holders of the College diploma. He recently inspected five
such properties on Lower Eyre Peninsula, two in the Adelaide Hills, one in the
Southern Hills; two properties in the South East have yet to be inspected this year.

The Vol. 33 No. 1 edition of The Student, published in December 1937, recorded in
the Address of the Principal (Dr. A. Callagan) to the 1937 Speech Day:

“Prior to last year a very incongruous passage in the College Prospectus, under the
heading of “Opportunities for students on completing the College course,” read as
follows:- “For those desirous of obtaining land, the provisions of the Graduates Land
Settlement Act make available the necessary finance, up to £3,000, under specified
conditions and on specially favourable terms with regard to repayment. The
operation of this Act depends, of course, upon loan funds being available.”

“To draw the attention of parents of prospective students to such an opportunity and
say very significantly, that, of course, it depended on funds being available, reflected
no better ethics than offering a schoolboy a thickly-iced cake and giving him a stone.
Thanks to the Honourable the Premier, the Minister for Agriculture, and their

colleagues, | have been able to revise that little passage — to substitute real cake for
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the stone — and the Prospectus now reads that the Act is designed wholly for holders
of the Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture, and that its active operation has been one
of the most encouraging features of the last year.”

The Principal also recorded: “The Graduates Land Settlement Act has inspired many
holders of the College Diploma to apply for assistance, and already, since last
Speech Day when the necessary finance was promised and made available, six
properties have been acquired, and five others are still under consideration.”

The Vol. 34 No.1 edition of The Student, published in December 1938, recorded in
the Address of the Principal (Dr. A. Callagan) to the 1938 Speech Day:

“I might add at this juncture, that during the year six holders of the College diploma
made successful applications for assistance under the Graduates Land Settlement
Act and since the visit of the Premier two years ago, when he promised finance for
its operation, ten have received advances sufficient to put them on their own
properties. The Act has undoubtedly acted as a beacon of hope and security for
keen young men anxious to go on the land, and who possess all of the necessary
attributes for success, except the means.”

Stanley Klose (RDA 1932) is an Honorary Life Membership of the Roseworthy Old
Collegians Association, elected at the Association’s 1936 Annual General Meeting
and the first graduate to be awarded Honorary Life Member, just four years after
graduation.

Stanley Klose was the Association’s Secretary and Treasurer from 1934 to 1937,
during which time the Association was heavily involved in events at the College to
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the commencement of the College, the
Association was particularly active with a significant revision of its Constitution and
the introduction of an Association blazer and an Association medal.

The resolution to award Stanley Klose with Honorary Life Membership was moved
by the then Principal, Dr Alan Callagan.

In November 1932 Stanley Klose was engaged by the College as a Cereal Cadet,
and was promoted to Field Officer in September 1933, a position he held until 1937.

In reporting on staff movements, the Vol. 33 No. 1 edition of The Student, published
in December 1937, recorded: Mr. S R Klose also departed from these fields early in
the year to branch out on his own land. With that nice little property near Lobethal, a
keen business sense and good practical experience, we will not be surprised if Mr.
Klose grows into a big landholder and bloated capitalist, though | doubt if the last
adjective will ever be used literally.

That edition of The Student also recorded that the property (Part of Section 6094 and
Part of Section 6375 in Hundred of Talunga, at Cudlee Creek) was acquired by
Stanley Klose with the support of the Graduates Land Settlement Act.
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Stanley Klose moved to Queensland in 1951 to take up a position with the
Department of Primary Production at Toowoomba, working primarily in weed control
and certified sorghum seed production.

In 1938 the Agricultural Graduates Land Settlement Act was amended as Section 9
dealt with the making of advances to a graduate settler where his land is uncleared
mallee country. As development at that time was now taking place in other than
mallee areas the amendment deleted the word mallee from the relevant clause.

The Agricultural Graduates Land Settlement Act, as amended, was repealed in 1985.
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