
 
 

Percy Baily 
Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President 

1932/1933 & 1933/1934 
 
Percy Baily served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two 
one-year terms in 1932/1933 and 1933/1934. 
 
He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1901. 
 
Prior to its absorption into neighboring Councils in 1935, Percy 
Baily served several terms on the District Council of Brinkley, 
including as Chairman. 
 
Reporting on the death of Hurtle Morphett, the 19th October 1938 
edition of the Advertiser (Adelaide) indicated Percy Baily was 
associated with the Morphett properties at Woods Point near 
Murray Bridge: 
 
“Sir John Morphett had selected the land on May 13, 1839. A 
good deal of the swamp land was surveyed and taken up, but 
for many years it remained unproductive. The riverbanks were 
of swamp mud, which as it dried contracted to such an extent 
that water flowed freely through the cracks. 
 
Consequently, the lands were available only when the river was low. With a moderate 
rise the lands were always subject to inundation. It was left to Mr. Hurtle Morphett at the 
end of last century to establish the value of the flats by raising the embankments and 
making them watertight. 
 
Today what was formerly a swamp is rich fattening pasture country carrying 15 sheep to 
the acre. In recent years Mr. Morphett had been assisted in the management of Woods 
Point by Mr. P. J. Baily.” 
 
In the 1940s Percy Baily was the Chairman of the Advisory Board of Agriculture and in 
his later years, he farmed at Naracoorte which was where he was born. 
 
Volume 2, No.16 of the ROCA Digest, published in August 1967 noted the passing of 
Percy Baily: 
 
“A notable Old Scholar who did a great deal for agriculture. A successful grazier and 
stud breeder, Percy had been a member of the Advisory Board of Agriculture for a 
number of years. He served our Association as Secretary of the South East Branch for 
many years.” 
 


