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Richard Turnbull served as ROCA President for four terms between 2010-2012 
and 2021-2023. 
 
He became a member of the ROCA Committee in 2009 as the Association’s 
Treasurer and served in the role of Public Officer for over 15 years. 
Professionally, Richard Turnbull fulfilled senior roles with the SA Government’s 
veterinary institute diagnostic laboratories. He also used his professional skills 
as a volunteer to establish diagnostic laboratory services in third-world 
countries. 
 
Richard Turnbull graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Diploma 
in Agriculture in 1969 and was immediately conscripted into the Australian Army 
for service in the Vietnam War.  He served in Vietnam from 1970 to 1971 with the 
1st Australian Field Hospital of the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps. 
 
Because of his experiences in the Vietnam military war zone, he took a particular 
interest in the role of former Roseworthy students, graduates and staff who 
served the nation in the Defence Forces.  Richard Turnbull organised 
commemorative activities at the College’s War Memorial Chapel, including Anzac 
services, Light Horse Trooper reenactment, written histories and the placement 
of a plaque in the Main Building foyer listing all Roseworthy students who were 
compulsorily conscripted into the Defence Force through the National Service 
scheme. 
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