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Dr Barrie Thistlethwayte took over as Director of Roseworthy Agricultural College (CAE) 
at the end of 1981 after serving as Dean of Agriculture at Riverina College of Advanced 
Education, Wagga Wagga. 
 
With a distinguished academic and administrative record, it 
was felt his appointment as Director of Roseworthy added a 
vital and broadening influence to Roseworthy College. 
 
Barrie Thistlethwayte’s personal touch and ability to relate to 
people from all walks of life was reflected in his willingness to 
pitch in and assist with BBQ cooking at student and Old 
Collegian events. 
 
One of the roles Dr Thistlethwayte had to manage during the process leading to the 
Commonwealth Government imposed merger between Roseworthy CAE and the 
University of Adelaide in 1991 was a sense of concern amongst students, staff and Old 
Collegians. 
 
He supported strongly the efforts of RAC’s academic staff to diversify course offerings 
to external study, the activities of PASrac  (the unit mentoring Aboriginal students on 
campus) and the enrolment of female students in the College’s courses.  Barrie 
Thistlethwayte was appointed to the executive committee of Australian Higher Education 
Industrial Association as the representative of ACDP (Association of Directors and 
Principals in Advanced Education) in 1985 and Chairman of ACDP in 1989. 
 
Whenever possible, he participated as Director of RAC in outside events, including 
luncheon speaker at a SA Royal Show meeting of SA’s Rural Media Association, opening 
country agricultural shows, sheep dog championships held at the college, CWA and 
Rotary Club meetings.  He participated in student activities including playing in the RAC 
men’s hockey team and was a dunkee during the College’s 1983 Centenary Celebration 
in 1983. 
 
Prior to joining Riverina CAE at Wagga Wagga as Dean of Agriculture, Barrie 
Thistlethwayte was employed as a Lecturer at the Capricornia Institute of Technology in 
Queensland and worked as a Horticulturist and Plant Pathologist with the Tasmanian 
Department of Agriculture. 
 
In 1969, Dr. Thistlethwayte was awarded his Ph.D. at the Cornell University, Ithaca in New 
York USA, having previously obtained degrees in Agricultural Science at Melbourne 
University and Economics at the University of Tasmania. 


