
 
 

Walter Spafford 
Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President 

1926/1927 & 1927/1928 
 
Walter Spafford served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association 
for two one-year terms (1926/1927 and 1927/1928). 
 
He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1903 and two years later in 1905 Walter Spafford was 
appointed Assistant Experimentalist at the College. 
 
Following this, he commenced a career with the Department of Agriculture.  The 
day following the retirement of Director of Agriculture, Professor Arthur Perkins on 
10th May 1936, Walter Spafford who had been Perkins’ Deputy Director took over 
the top job, serving as the Director of Agriculture from 1936 to 1949. 
 
Walter Spafford was honoured by the naming of Eucalyptus calycogona var. 
spaffordii, known as Gooseberry Mallee or Square Fruited Mallee, a mallee endemic 
to Southern Australia. 
 
He retired in April 1949 after an illustrious career of some 45 years starting as 
wheat breeder at Roseworthy. He was always highly regarded by his predecessor, 
former RAC Principal and Director of Agriculture, Professor Arthur Perkins. 
 
Walter Spafford continued to serve agriculture for another decade following 
retirement from the Department of Agriculture, taking on a role as Chairman of the 
Australian Barley Board, marketing the Victorian and South Australian barley crops 
throughout the 1950s. 
 

 


