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1928/1929 & 1929/1930

Dr Arnold Richardson CMG served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians
Association for two one-year terms (1928/1929 and 1929/1930).

He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1902 with a Roseworthy Diploma in
Agriculture (RDA). After a brief period of teaching, Dr Richardson attended the University of
Adelaide, obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in 1907, a Bachelor of Science in 1908 and a Master
of Arts in 1910.

Employed by the Department of Agriculture, he bred the successful wheat variety Gallipoli.
In 1911, while Acting Director of Agriculture, he was appointed Superintendent of
Agriculture to the Victorian Government, establishing research stations at Werribee and
Rutherglen.

In 1918 Dr Richarson investigated agricultural education and research in North America and
by 1920 he had reorganised cereal breeding and culture in Victoria, commencing a pasture
improvement program. Also in 1920, the University of Melbourne conferred on him the
degree of Doctor of Science.

Dr Richardson was also the first Director of the University of Melbourne’s School of
Agriculture from 1919 to 1924. In 1924 Dr Richardson became the Foundation Professor of
Agriculture and first Director of the Waite Agricultural Research Institute. In 1927 Dr
Richardson was appointed Deputy Chief Executive of the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), and in 1938 he was appointed Companion of the Order of St
Michael and St George (CMG) in recognition of his role as Deputy Chief Executive of CSIR.

From 1946 until his retirement in 1949, Dr Richardson was the Chief Executive of CSIR. His
portrait hangs in the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation
(CSIRO) building in East Melbourne. In 1977 the south wing of the Waite Institute was
named the A E V Richardson Laboratory.
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