
 

(John) Jack Reddin OAM 
Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President 

1955/1956, 1956/1957 
 
Jack Reddin served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two 
one-year terms in 1955/1956 and 1956/1957.  He was a member of the ROCA Committee 
for a total of eleven years between 1950 and 1961. 
 
He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1940. 
 
At the outbreak of WWII, Jack Reddin enlisted in the Militia.  At the time of his 
subsequent enlistment into the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on 15th July 1940, Jack 
Reddin held the rank of Staff Sergeant. In the AIF, he served in North Africa and South 
East Asia, rising to the rank of Captain at the time of discharge on 20th September 1945. 
 
Jack Reddin had married Gwenyth Bette Dawkins, the daughter of William Joseph (WJ) 
Dawkins, the founder of the Newbold Dorset Horn Stud, on 29th April 1940. 
Following discharge from the AIF, Jack Reddin commenced a 30-year association with 
Newbold Stud. 
 
In 1954 following the success of WJ Dawkins and others in breeding Poll Dorsets, Jack 
Reddin who was at the time the Newbold stud master, was a prime mover in the 
formation of the Australian Poll Dorset Association. Jack Reddin was a member of the 
Australian Society of Breeders of British Sheep for over twenty years and in 1960 was 
the inaugural Chairman of the State Lamb Committee. 
 
Jack Reddin had a long association with the Royal Agricultural and Agricultural Society 
of South Australia as an exhibitor in 'Heavy Horse' and 'Poll Dorset'.  He was its historian 
for fourteen years. 
 
In the 2001, Jack Reddin was awarded the Medal of Order of Australia (OAM) for service 
to primary industry, particularly through the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society 
of South Australia as an archivist and historian, in addition to services to the potato and 
sheep industries. 
 
Jack Reddin was the recipient of the Association’s ROCA Award of Merit in 1972. 
 
 


