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Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President 

1942/1943, 1943/1944 
 
Ken Pike served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for 
two one-year terms in 1942/1943 and 1943/1944. 
 
He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma 
in Agriculture (RDA) in 1926 and was awarded both the Gold Medal and the Old 
Students Cup. 
 
After graduation and just two years after it was established, Ken Pike was 
employed as a Temporary Field Officer at the University of Adelaide’s Waite 
Agricultural Research Institute.  The position was made permanent in 1927 and in 
1938 Ken Pike became the Farm Manager. 
 
Ken Pike landscaped the gardens and lawns, in addition to setting out roadways, 
water reticulation systems, drains, buildings and animal facilities.  As well as the 
cereal and pasture improvement programs of the Waite Institute, he established 
and maintained two experimental orchards and a large glasshouse complex with 
soil sterilisation facilities. 
 
In 1955 the University of Adelaide recognised his outstanding merit by giving him 
the status of Lecturer.  On Ken Pike’s retirement in 1972, the University of 
Adelaide Vice-Chancellor said the grounds, arboretum and entire estate bore 
testimony to Ken Pike’s outstanding competence. 
 
Ken Pike was the recipient of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association’s 
ROCA Award of Merit in 1975. 
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