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Professor Arthur Perkins was the fourth Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural 
College.  Appointed as Principal in 1904, he was initially engaged as a member of 
South Australia’s Central Agricultural Bureau and Government Viticulturalist, 
based at Roseworthy Agricultural College.  
 
He taught viticulture, winemaking and fruit culture at the 
College, lectured on those subjects in the State’s wine 
growing districts and established the College vineyards & 
winery in 1895. 
 
Prof. Perkins taught European viticultural methods and 
winemaking techniques, making a major contribution to 
Australian agriculture and devised the quarantine 
regulations to protect South Australia from phylloxera.  
 
An Illustrated Address, presented to Prof. Perkins by staff and students of the 
College in 1910 on his return from a tour of Europe, North Africa and Asia stated: 
“We are proud of to have a man of your scientific attainments & high character 
as Principal of the College …”  
 
Prior to his roles at Roseworthy Agricultural College, in 1902 Prof Perkins 
became Secretary for Agriculture and Editor of the South Australian Journal of 
Agriculture.  
 
To replace William Lowrie as South Australia’s Director of Agriculture in 1914, 
Professor Arthur Perkins resigned as Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural 
College.  He held the Director of Agriculture position until his retirement in 1936. 
 
Arthur Perkins was born in 1871 in Egypt and was educated at Tunis, in England 
and at the Ecole Nationale d’Agriculture in France, where he had a special 
interest in viticulture. 
 
He was appointed an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) in 1937 and passed 
away on 23 June 1944. 


