
 
 

Hector Orchard DFC 
Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President 

1948/1949, 1949/1950 
 
Hector Orchard DFC served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians 
Association for two one-year terms in 1948/1949 and 1949/1950. 
 
He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a 
Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) in 1937.  In fact, 
Hector Orchard was born at the College in 1916, as his father 
Edward was employed at the College as the Superintendent of 
Farm and Livestock.  Edward himself had graduated from the 
College with a Diploma in Agriculture in 1909. 
 
Following graduation Hector Orchard commenced employment as an 
Experimental Field Officer with the Department of Agriculture.  He then enlisted 
in the Royal Australian Air Force on 11th November 1940 where, flying Wirraways, 
Hurricanes and Dakotas in North Africa and Burma, he rose to the rank of Flight 
Lieutenant and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC). 
 
Following discharge from the RAAF on 5th July 1945, Hector Orchard returned to 
employment with the Department of Agriculture as a Weeds Officer.  As a result 
of reports in 1947 of Skeleton Weed having spread into South Australia from New 
South Wales and Victoria, Hector Orchard visited the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture to gain all the information he could, prior to commencing an 
eradication campaign in South Australia. 
 
For the next decade considerable resources were allocated, initially to eradicate, 
and then from 1952 to control Skeleton Weed.  An article about Hector Orchard in 
the (Adelaide) News on 11th April 1953 referred to him as “The Weed Killer” and 
revealed he began collecting weeds at age five.  At the time of the article, Hector 
Orchard had researched 460 South Australian weeds. 
 
Hector Orchard played a major part in the development of the Weeds Act 1956. 
That Act enabled former Roseworthy Agricultural College Principal and at that 
time Director of the Department of Agriculture, Alan Callaghan to establish under 
Hector Orchard a Weed Science Unit within the Agronomy Branch. 
 
The Skeleton Weed campaign effectively ceased when on 28th October 1957, 
Hector Orchard died in a vehicle accident while on duty near Morchard in the Mid 
North of S.A. 


