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Colin McKechnie served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for 
two one-year terms in 1951/1952 and 1952/1953.  He was a member of the ROCA 
Committee for five years between 1948 and 1953. 
 
Although his first name was Henry, he was generally known by his 
middle name, Colin McKechnie.  He graduated from Roseworthy 
Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) in 
1923. 
 
Born at St Peters in Adelaide on 25th June 1904, Colin McKechnie 
received a scholarship to attend the College.  Other than occasional 
reports in editions of the College magazine “The Student”, little is 
known about Colin McKechnie between his graduation and enlistment 
during WWII. 
 
Vol. 24 No. 2 of “The Student”, published in January 1926 reported on Colin McKechnie’s 
life at that time: “Has almost recovered from the illness that laid him up for many 
months and has been gaining experience on the West Coast.  Now at Hamley Bridge.” 
 
Vol. 30 No 1 of “The Student” published in December 1934 reported: “Farming at 
Cowell”.  The Vol. 34 No 1 edition, published in December 1938 indicated Colin 
McKechnie attended the First Annual Meeting of the Eyre Peninsula Old Roseworthy 
Students on 19th November at Cummins.  There was a copy of the Dinner Notice signed 
by attendees and published in “The Student”. 
 
Colin McKechnie’s occupation when enlisted on 9th November 1939 was recorded as 
unemployed farmhand. After being discharged as medically unfit on 16th February 1940, 
Colin McKechnie re-enlisted on 7th April 1941, with his occupation recorded as grading 
operator.  He was again discharged on 8th May 1945 with the rank of Corporal. 
 
The 1946, 1947 and 1948 editions of “The Student” recorded Colin McKechnie as Living 
at Croydon, while the 1949 and 1950 editions recorded his as Manager of Allison Textiles 
at Salisbury.  The 1951 edition recorded him as residing in Port Pirie. 
 
Minutes of the Association’s 1953 Annual General Meeting at which Colin McKechnie 
completed his two-year term as President, recorded: “Mr J W Reddin moved a vote of 
thanks to our retiring President, Mr H C McKechnie on behalf of the Committee and 
Members of the Association.  Mr H C McKechnie had been a tower of strength in his five 
years on the Committee.  Carried by Acclamation.” 
 
In 1953 Colin McKechnie commenced employment with the Department of Lands as an 
Inspector at Ceduna. 


