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(Alistair) Bardy McFarlane served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians 
Association for two one-year terms in 1990/1991 and 1991/1992.  He was a member of the 
ROCA Committee for twenty-one years between 1982 and 2009, fulfilling the additional 
roles of Secretary, ROCA Digest Editor and Public Officer. 
 
Bardy McFarlane graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy 
Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) in 1972.  He attended St Peters College prior to commencing 
studies at Roseworthy Agricultural College.  At the College, he was President of the 
Student Representative Council and Editor of The Student magazine in his third year. 
 
Following graduation from Roseworthy Agricultural College, Bardy McFarlane returned to 
the family farm Brinkley Station at Wellington East on the River Murray, where he 
transitioned the livestock management from a largely pastoral operation to a more 
intensive legume/grass pasture-based enterprise. 
 
In the 1980s, Bardy McFarlane studied law as a mature age student at the University of 
Adelaide, graduating with a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) in 1987 and a Master of Laws 
(Environmental) in 2000.  Following admission as a Practitioner in the Supreme Court of 
South Australia (SA) and the High Court of Australia, Bardy McFarlane became a partner in 
Adelaide law firm Piper Alderman specialising in Native Title and land access negotiations. 
 
Bardy McFarlane was also instrumental in ensuring financial assistance provisions were 
included in the South Australian Native Vegetation Act 1991.  As a full-time member of the 
National Native Title Tribunal from 2000 to 2008, Bardy McFarlane was a key mediator and 
principal facilitator in negotiations between parties to Native Title claims in SA, Western 
Australia (WA), New South Wales (NSW) and Queensland, including negotiating agreement 
between the WA Government and three native title claimants for a $6 billion gas 
processing development on the Burrup Peninsula near Dampier. 
 
As Manager of Land Access at BHP Billiton from 2008 to 2015, Bardy McFarlane facilitated 
agreement between BHP and three native title claim groups that enabled the expansion of 
the Olympic Dam mine.  He was the recipient of the Association’s ROCA Award of Merit in 
2024 and remained a Director of Brinkley Station throughout his career. 
 
 


