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Jack Mertin served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two 
one-year terms in 1958/1959 and 1959/1960, during which he was responsible for 
introducing the Association’s annual ROCA Award of Merit presented to outstanding 
members.  He was a member of the ROCA Committee for a total of six years during a 
period between 1951 and 1960. 
 
Whilst undertaking secondary education at Birdwood High School, Jack Mertin received a 
scholarship to attend Roseworthy Agricultural College.  He attended the College for a 
single year during 1942 undertaking the first year of the Diploma in Agriculture course, 
prior to leaving to study in the University of Adelaide’s Bachelor of Agricultural Science. 
 
Following graduation from the University of Adelaide with a Bachelor of Agricultural 
Science in 1944, Jack Mertin commenced employment at the College in early 1945 as 
Lecturer in Agriculture and Assistant Plant Breeder.  In 1948, his position at the College 
changed to Horticulturalist and in 1950 he left the College for the position of Senior 
Research Officer in the Commonwealth Department of Health’s Division of Plant 
Quarantine in Adelaide.  In that position, Jack Mertin supervised the initial stages of the 
Sirex wasp eradication program. 
 
After a brief period in Canberra, Jack Mertin returned to South Australia in 1954 to manage 
pest service company, Houghton and Byrne and Pesticides Ltd.  Jack Mertin served for 25 
years in promotion and extension work in South Australia, including more than ten years 
with Southern Farmers as Chief Technical Adviser. 
 
In 1974, Jack Mertin was elected a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Agricultural Science 
for his contribution in the field of Agricultural Science and was also awarded the first 
Australian Government Agricultural Extension Fellowship in the field of Agri-business to 
study in the United States and Canada. 
 
After three years with the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre in Mexico, 
known by its Spanish acronym CIMMYT, Jack Mertin returned to private enterprise, 
establishing a consultancy that took him to many developing countries. 
 


