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Ronald Martin

Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President
1944/1945

Ronald Martin served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association
for one-term in 1944/1945.

He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma
in Agriculture (RDA) in 1902 and was awarded both the Gold Medal and the Old
Students Cup.

Ronald Martin was keenly interested in the affairs of Roseworthy Agricultural
College. Since the commencement of the Diploma in Oenology course in 1936,
he had been a regular donor of prizes presented to the most successful
Oenology students. At the time of his death, Ronald Martin was representing the
wine industry as a member of the Advisory Board of Agriculture.

Ronald Martin was the son of Henry Maydwell "Harry" Martin who worked as
secretary and accountant for Stonyfell Wines, founded by Henry Clark around
1860. However in 1884 due to an economic downturn, Stonyfell Wines was taken
over by the Bank of Adelaide and initially leased, then sold to Henry Dunstan.

Ronald Martin’s father Harry retained his position with Stonyfell Wines and in
1902 with Ronald, leased the vineyards and cellars from Henry Dunstan. Having
set up the company H.M. Martin and Son in 1926, the Martin father and son duo
purchased the property from the Dunstan estate in 1934.

Following Ronald’s father’s death in 1936, Ronald Martin became Chairman of
Directors of Stonyfell wines. The company subsequently took over the "Metala"
vineyards of Langhorne Creek and W. Salter's vineyards at Angaston.

Ronald Martin was also intimately concerned with the development of
commercial forestry in the Lower South East, including as a Director of the
Southern Australia Perpetual Forest Company.

His death occurred in a motor vehicle accident south of Bordertown on 26t
March 1950 whilst travelling to Mount Gambier on forestry business.



