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Professor William Lowrie was the second Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural 
College, appointed Professor of Agriculture and Principal at Roseworthy 
Agricultural College in 1888. 
 
He resigned as Principal in 1901 and for the next 
seven years was the director of Canterbury 
Agricultural College in New Zealand.  
 
Professor Lowrie was born in 1857 in Selkirkshire in 
Scotland and studied agriculture and related 
sciences at the University of Aberdeen, graduating 
with a Bachelor of Science in 1886. 
 
In 1908 he became the director of agriculture in 
Western Australia and from 1912 to 1914 was the 
Director of Agriculture in South Australia.  
 
William Lowrie then took up farming and the breeding of Border Leicester sheep 
at Echunga in the Adelaide Hills. 
 
Professor William Lowrie died on 20 July 1933. 
 


