
 
 

John Gilchrist 
Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President 

1963/1964 
 
John Gilchrist served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association 
for a one-year term in 1963/1964.  He was a member of the ROCA Committee for 
nine terms between 1950 and 1965 and occasionally served on the Committee as 
Delegate or Proxy for the Upper Murray (Riverland) Branch of ROCA. 
 
Graduating from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1936, John Gilchrist then joined the Department of Lands in 
the Riverland. 
 
He enlisted in the Citizens Military Force on 17th September 1941, but was 
discharged on 16th July 1942.  The following day, John Gilchrist enlisted in the 
Australian Imperial Force where with the rank of Lieutenant, he serviced with the 
Z Special Unit, participating in many specialist clandestine operations in South 
East Asia, including direct action, long-range penetration, sabotage, and special 
reconnaissance. 
 
Following discharge from the AIF on 19th November 1945, John Gilchrist returned 
to his role in the Riverland with the Department of Lands before moving to 
Adelaide in 1958 in the position of Supervisor of Irrigation. 
 
John Gilchrist was born at Balaklava on 16th January 1917. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Gilchrist 
Captain of the 

1935 Roseworthy Agricultural College Football Team 


