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Richard Fewster served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for a 
one-year term in 1971/1972.  He was a member of the ROCA Committee for eight years 
between 1965 and 1973, initially joining as the representative of the newly graduated 
students, prior to representing those who graduated up to ten years previously. 
 
Graduating from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1965, he then spent eight years working as a journalist with the 
South Australian weekly agriculture paper, The Chronicle and daily paper, The 
Advertiser.  During this time, Richard Fewster introduced and ran the South Australian 
Farm Innovation Competition. 
 
After leaving employment with The Advertiser, Richard Fewster established his own 
public relations business.  As founder and Managing Director of Porter Novelli Adelaide, 
he consulted in the areas of agriculture and horticulture, environment and resources 
management, corporate public relations, strategic planning, issues and crisis 
management, marketing and media liaison. 
 
Richard Fewster was the architect of the highly successful Ibis Awards recognising 
excellence in commercial primary production and nature conservation.  He has been a 
Vice President of the Agricultural Technologists of Australia and a member of the South 
Australian Citrus Industry Development Board. 
 
He became a member of the Council of the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society 
of South Australia in 1976, a member of the Board of Management in 1997 and served as 
RA&HS President from 2011 to 2018. 
 
The establishment of a Chair of Food Innovation at the University of Adelaide came from 
the Centre for Food Innovation at the Waite Institute, championed by Richard Fewster 
when Chair of a Food Innovation Centre Working Group. 
 
He has also overseen the management of award-winning Ruston’s Roses at Renmark. 
 
Richard Fewster was the recipient of the Association’s ROCA Award of Merit in 2015 and 
was elevated to the esteemed status of “Rural Media Icon” by Rural Media SA in the 
same year. 


