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Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President
1973/1974, 1974/1975

Gavin Eckersley fulfilled the role of President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians
Association on two occasions in 1973/1974 and 1974/1975. He served on the
ROCA Committee for a total of seven years between 1968 and 1976.

During his time as ROCA President, Gavin Eckersley saw Roseworthy
Agricultural College officially became a College of Advanced Education and as
such, become the responsibility of the Minister of Education rather than under
the portfolio of the Minister of Agriculture. Gavin Eckersley took a leading role in
ensuring the continuing role of ROCA, including through meetings with Hon
Hugh Hudson, Minister of Education to gain first-hand knowledge of the
Minister’s department attitude to agriculture and Roseworthy in particular.

Graduating with a Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture in 1968, Gavin Eckersley
went on to obtain a Roseworthy Diploma in Agricultural Technology in its
inaugural graduation year of 1969.

In 1969 he was awarded the coveted Gramp Hardy Smith Memorial Prize for the
student showing the best all-round character and ability, taking into specific
consideration his manliness, his leadership, his sportsmanship and his
scholarship. Gavin Eckersley also received College Colours in the sporting
arena.

His working life was spent in the Chicken Meat Industry, holding various
corporate positions in both South Australia and Victoria. Following retirement in
2007, Gavin Eckersley resided in both Victoria (summer) and Queensland
(winter).
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