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Ross Dawkins served two one-year terms as President of the Roseworthy Old 
Collegians Association in 1976/1977 and 1977/1978.  He served on the ROCA 
Committee for eight years between 1974 and 1982.   
 
He is the grandson of Albert Maynard (AM) Dawkins OBE who was a member of 
Roseworthy Agricultural College’s Governing Council for 40 years between the late 
1890s the mid-1930s, including two terms as Chairman. 
 
Ross Dawkins graduated from the College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1968 and was immediately offered the Sheep Cadet position, 
which was second-in-charge to the College’s Senior Sheep Instructor, Cliff Hooper 
(RDA 1928).  On occasions, Ross served as acting Officer-in-Charge for a number 
of months when Cliff Hooper was absent. 
 
In 1969 Ross Dawkins returned home to the family “Leamington Stud” property at 
Gawler River where they bred Poll Dorset and Dorset Horn sheep, along with 
conducting a typical lay cropping regime.  Apart from the day-to-day management 
of both the stud sheep and the farm, he was involved with the Dept of Agriculture 
Lamb Recording program, a precursor to LAMBPLAN. 
 
In March 2018, Ross Dawkins received the Alumni Fellow Award from the 
University of Adelaide in recognition of his years of service to ROCA.  As a key 
achievement, he led the Association’s endeavours for membership by female 
graduates.  Prior to 1974, female students were not provided with the opportunity 
to study at the College. 
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