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Len Cook served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two 
one-year terms in 1940/1941 and 1941/1942. 
 
He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in 
Agriculture (RDA) in 1910, winning the Gold Medal. 
 
After graduation Len Cook commenced farming at Wirrega in the Upper South East, 
but lack of community knowledge of trace elements, in addition to the potential 
usefulness of sub-clover and lucerne meant that he in common with most of his 
neighbours, tried unsuccessfully to grow wheat. 
 
In early 1915, Len Cook joined the Department of Agriculture and was sent to 
Minnipa to establish a Government Experimental Farm.  In 1920 he transferred to 
Kybybolite Experimental Farm and soon began introducing subterranean clover and 
later Phalaris and Wimmera ryegrass, together with topdressing with 
superphosphate. 
 
In 1936 Len Cook transferred to Adelaide as Experimentalist and later became Chief 
Agricultural Adviser, retiring in 1955. 
 
Len Cook was a member of numerous committees including the Seed Certification 
Committee, Pasture Improvement Committee, Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee, 
Aborigine Protection Board and the Barley Classification Board.  He was the 
recipient of the Association’s 1963 ROCA Award of Merit. 
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