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Wilf Bowen OAM served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association in
2002/2003 and 2003/2004.

He served on the ROCA Committee for ten years extending from 1998 to 2009. During his
period on the ROCA Committee, apart from his two Presidential terms, he also fulfilled the
roles of Secretary for three years and A/Treasurer for one.

Wilf Bowen studied at Roseworthy Agricultural College between 1947 and 1949, graduating
with a Roseworthy Diplomain Agriculture in 1950.

He achieved some meritorious outcomes for the Association as ROCA President, the most
significant being the creation, for the first time, of a historic listing of all Roseworthy
Graduates since 1886, cross indexed according to graduation year and course. He also
guided ROCA through the establishment of the “Roseworthy Campus and Student Fund”,
dedicated to collect donations for the benefit of Roseworthy Campus and its students.

As ROCA representative on the Adelaide University Alumni Advisory Council, he
successfully campaigned to have the Alumni’s constitution re-structured to reflect ROCA'’s
status as an independent, autonomous, incorporated body within the Alumni structure.
Wilf Bowen facilitated the voluntary involvement of ROCA members in the University of
Adelaide Archives section to ensure that the collection of historic records relating to
ROCA and Roseworthy Campus were correctly handled through appropriate identification,
cataloguing and storage.

Professionally, he worked as a Dairy Adviser within the SA Department of Agriculture and a
Rural Studies lecturer with the TAFE Department.

ROCA Honorary Life Membership was conferred on Wilf Bowen in 2010, the ROCA Award

of Merit bestowed on him in 2007 and he has been honoured by the University of Adelaide
as an Alumni Fellow. The Australian Government honoured him in 2022 with the Medal of
the Order of Australia (OAM).
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