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Oswald Bowden

Roseworthy Old Collegians Association President
1945/1946, 1946/1947

Oswald Bowden served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association
for two one-year terms in 1945/1946 and 1946/1947.

He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College with a Roseworthy Diploma in
Agriculture (RDA) in 1918 and was awarded both the Gold Medal and the Old
Students Cup.

Born on a farming property at North Rhynie in the Mid-North on 19" May 1900,
Oswald Bowden returned to the family farm following graduation. The farm
business at some point included a property at Narrung on the Lower Murray lakes.

In 1932 Oswald Bowden commenced employment at Roseworthy Agricultural
College in the position of Farm Superintendent and continued in that role until 1937
when he joined the Department of Agriculture as an Agricultural Advisor for the
Mid-North based at Riverton.

The Vol. 39 No. 1 edition of “The Student”, published in December 1943 reported
that Oswald Bowden was, in addition to his Agricultural Advisor position, running
the District War Agriculture Committee responsible for fair distribution of
agricultural aids in short supply, equipment, goods and manpower during WWII.

In 1945 Oswald Bowden was appointed as a supervisor with the Crown Land
Development Committee and then General Supervisor of Settlements. In 1948 and
for the next ten years, he was also an appointed member of the Land Board,
responsible for a broad range of rural land matters on Crown Land, including land
clearing, fixing the price or annual rent under any agreement or lease, plus
subdivisions.

Oswald Bowden, an RAC student in 1916



