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Walter Richard Birks was appointed Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural College 
in May, 1927, in succession to Dr Walter Colebatch who had been made 
a member of the Irrigation Commission. 
 
Educated at Prince Alfred College, Walter Birks entered 
Adelaide University in 1905, attending Roseworthy 
Agricultural College in 1907 where he completed a 
Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) degree in 1909. He was 
Dux of Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1908. 
 
He returned to Roseworthy Agricultural College as a 
demonstrator in the science laboratory, in addition to 
performing research on the use of superphosphate in 
the germination of small seeds. 
 
Walter Birks announced the early implementation of annual farmers' schools 
which were a feature of Victorian agricultural colleges and very popular, 
attracting as many as 150 adult students and bringing in additional instructors 
 
Walter Birks was forced to resign as Principal in 1932, after an extensive inquiry 
into students' complaints that culminated in strike action by the students who 
cited "intolerable treatment" by the Principal Walter Birks. Their general claim 
being that College discipline was too severe for young men aged 16 to 20 
 
Prior to becoming Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural College, Walter Birks 
enlisted in the 1st AIF in July 1915 and was wounded in action in France in 1917, 
promoted several times in the field, with 4th Field Artillery Brigade in 1916 and 
transferred as instructor to England in 1918. 
 
While on leave in 1919, he studied plant breeding at Cambridge University, 
returning to be promoted to the rank of Captain which he relinquished in 1920.  
He then proceeded to America for further experience in plant breeding. On his 
subsequent return to Australia, he resumed work with the New South Wales 
Department of Agriculture. In February 1922 he was appointed Principal of the 
Dookie Agricultural College in Victoria. 
 
Walter Birks died on 17th January 1960. 


