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Walter Birks was President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians Association for two 
one-year terms in 1930/1931 and 1931/1932, while at the same time serving as the 
Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural College. 
 
He was a Roseworthy Old Collegian himself, graduating with a Roseworthy 
Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) in 1909. 
 
Prior to initially entering Roseworthy Agricultural College as a student in 1907, 
Walter Birks had enrolled at the University of Adelaide in 1905 and completed the 
requirements to enter a Bachelor of Science course.  
 
After topping the diploma course at Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1908, 
Walter Birks worked at the College as a demonstrator in the science laboratory, 
before going on to complete a Bachelor of Science (Agriculture) in 1910. 
 
In 1915 following employment with the New South Wales Department of 
Agriculture, Walter Birks enlisted in the 1st AIF.  After being promoted several 
times in the field in 1916, he was wounded in action in France in 1917.  He then 
transferred to England in 1918 as an instructor, with the rank of Captain. 
 
In 1919 while on leave in England, Walter Birks studied plant breeding at 
Cambridge University.  Following discharge from the army, he then went to 
America for further experience in plant breeding.  On return to Australia, Walter 
Birks resumed work with the New South Wales Department of Agriculture, then in 
February 1922 was appointed Principal of the Dookie Agricultural College in 
Victoria.  
 
In 1927 Walter Birks was appointed Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural College, 
however in January 1932 the College students went "on strike", citing 
"intolerable treatment" by the Principal.  Although a subsequent inquiry found 
little sympathy with the students’ grievances, Walter Birks resigned as Principal.  
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