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Allan Alcock served as President of the Roseworthy Old Collegians 
Association (ROCA) for a two-year term in 1994/1995 and 1995/1996 
and was a member of the ROCA Committee for nine years from 1990 
to 1999.  He graduated from Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1973 
with a Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture (RDA) and in 1974 won the 
Commonwealth Development Bank Prize for Farm Management when 
he graduated with a Roseworthy Diploma of Agricultural Technology 
(RDAT). 
 
Born at North Adelaide in 1950, Allan Alcock obtained his secondary education at Loxton 
and Kings College in Adelaide. Following secondary schooling and prior to attending 
Roseworthy Agricultural College (RAC), he farmed at Loxton and worked as a jackaroo on 
a station near Esperance for a total of two years.  After graduation with his RDAT, Allan 
Alcock was employed as a Farm Management Consultant to service members of the Lower 
North Advisory Service. 
 
From mid-1975, Allan Alcock and wife Julie toured Europe and North Africa for seven 
months and upon returning to Australia in 1976, he commenced studying for the Degree of 
Master of Business Management at The University of Adelaide, graduating in 1979. 
 
In 1978 Allan Alcock went into partnership with his cousin to farm the family property at 
Loxton. In this period prior to the availability of cost-effective chemicals, the partnership 
became an early adopter of the emerging stubble mulch technology, leading to the 
establishment of a franchise to represent seven local and international tillage machinery 
manufacturers. 
 
As a result of the economic downturn in the late 1980’s and the accompanying high 
interest rates, Allan Alcock returned to a teaching position in the Department of 
Agricultural Business at Roseworthy Agricultural College.  In 1991 when Roseworthy 
Agricultural College merged with The University of Adelaide, he was seconded to establish 
an independent residential college on the Roseworthy Campus.  Following the successful 
establishment of Roseworthy Residential College, Allan was appointed by the College 
Board to continue as Principal. 
 
In the late 1990s Roseworthy College ceased to be viable as a separate entity due to the 
closure of the Associate Diploma Courses and the transfer of Degree Courses to city 
campuses. This prompted another career change that saw Allan Alcock return to farming 
near Gawler to breed Highland Cattle and Wiltshire Horn sheep, in addition to property 
renovation, which ultimately took him back to Adelaide and onto Europe.  Allan Alcock and 
wife Julie alternated between their homes in Adelaide and Burgundy, where Allan’s 
passion for the French Resistance resulted in him becoming a published historian. 


