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Roseworthy’s Proud Historic Linkages to Veterinarians 
 
There are some who feel Roseworthy lacks the folklore, history and heritage 
connected to Veterinary Studies.  However, that couldn’t be further from the truth. 
 
Roseworthy has over 140 years of history – much of it linked to excellence in training 
practitioners in the livestock and veterinary sectors.  
 
No matter what else people do in life after graduating from a Roseworthy based 
course, there is no doubt that the unique collegiate experience of studying there adds 
an extra dimension of humanity, bonding and inner resilience, irrespective of whether 
graduates lived on Campus or elsewhere and commuted to the Campus for study. 
 
There are a large number of past Roseworthy graduates we should feel very proud of.  
Many of these people graduated from Roseworthy with an agricultural qualification, 
then went on to become veterinarians who made a significant impact on the world. 
 
For their entire professional lives, Roseworthy graduates in agriculture proceeding to a 
career in the veterinary world carry with them the added dimension of humanity, 
bonding and inner resilience. 
 
A notable linkage between Roseworthy Agricultural College and the veterinary area 
was the Australian Army’s Mobile Veterinary Corps: 

• 1930–1936: Roseworthy housed a Light Horse Troop as part of the Army’s 
 23rd Light Horse Regiment; 
• 1937: Roseworthy students filled six vacancies in the Army Veterinary 
 Section, headquartered at Keswick; 
• 1938: Half section of the Army Veterinary Corps formed at 
 Roseworthy Agricultural College; 
• 1939: 6th Cavalry Mobile Veterinary Section transferred to the 
 College, followed by the 4th Veterinary Hospital in 1940. 

 
To date, 23 Roseworthy Agricultural College agricultural graduates who went on to 
become veterinarians have been identified.  Many of these have made a significant 
impact on the world. 
 
The following is a listing of the veterinarians who received their initial agricultural 
training at Roseworthy Agricultural College during the period 1890’s to 2010’s: 
 
 
Dr Walter Colebatch (RDA 1898) † 

• Obtained both a BSc in Agriculture and a Veterinary Degree from the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College in Edinburgh (Scotland); 

• Taught at Oxford for a year before being appointed lecturer at the agricultural 
college in New Zealand’s South Island, Lincoln College (now Lincoln 
University), near Canterbury; 

• Acting Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural College in 1911; 
• Principal of Roseworthy Agricultural College 1914 - 1927. 
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Dr Alan Gunson (RDA 1934) † 
• Unfortunately killed during World War II while in No 10 Flying Boat Squadron 

overseas. 
 
Dr Philip Schinckel (RDA 1938) † 

• RAC  RAAF  Uni; 
• Principal Lecturer in Animal Husbandry – RAC; 
• The Schinckel building on Roseworthy Campus is named in his honour. 
 

Dr Bob Mitton  (RDA 1938) † 
• After graduating from university, became the first veterinary practitioner in the 

Adelaide Hills. 
 
Dr Alf Humble (RDA 1940) † 

• The original “Flying Vet” servicing WA, NT & SA from 1950 to 2000; 
• Currently 98 years of age – lives at Victor Harbor; 
• RAC  flew RAAF bombers in the war  Cadetship in Veterinary Science from 

Roseworthy and headed to Uni of Sydney; 
• Bovine pleuropneumonia expert in WA & NT. 

 
Dr Peter Irwin (RDA 1940) † 

• Became one of South Australia’s most experienced and respected specialist 
equine veterinarians. 

 
Professor Rex Butterfield (RDA 1941) † 

• RAC  war  Uni of Sydney; 
• Set up practice at Oakbank – pioneer research into reproduction of 

Thoroughbred racehorses; 
• World leading research into the Growth & Muscling of Beef Cattle; 
• 20 years as the Professor of Veterinary Anatomy Uni of Sydney; 
• ROCA Award of Merit recipient 1971. 

 
Hon Dr Bruce Eastick AM  (RDA 1947) 

• Founder of the veterinary practice in the Gawler area; 
• Massive contributor to state and local politics, plus the community; 
• Devoted a lifetime to furthering the interests of Roseworthy; 
• Considered as a living legend and an absolute icon of Roseworthy; 
• A building on Roseworthy Campus is named in his honour; 
• ROCA Award of Merit recipient 1985, awarded ROCA Life Membership in 2009 

and inducted to the esteemed honour of “Living Icon of Roseworthy” in 2017. 
 
Dr Howard Mortimer  (RDA 1957) † 

• Considered to be the epitome of equine veterinarians, operating out of his One 
Tree Hill practice. 

 
Dr Richard Riedel  (RDA 1957) 

• BVSc Sydney – 1965; 
• Veterinary practice in Wollongong NSW. 
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Dr Graham Mitchell AO (RDA 1961) 

• BVSc Sydney, PhD (Melbourne) 
• Recognised as one of Australia’s leading biological scientists; 
• At the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical Research (WEHI) he made 

discoveries in cellular immunology and obtained a PhD in 1969; 
• Post-doctoral experience in California (Stanford), England (National Institute for 

Medical Research, Mill Hill) and Switzerland (Basel Institute for Immunology) 
• ROCA Award of Merit recipient 2002; 
• Appointed an Officer in the Order of Australia for services to science, in 

particular immunoparasitology; 
• Former Director of the historic and prestigious Royal Melbourne Zoological 

Gardens. 
• In 2023, recipient of ROCA’s 125th Anniversary Honour for “Beneficially 

Impacting and Influencing World Society and International Community Change”. 

 
Dr John (Jack) Reddin (RDA 1962) 

• Graduated from Sydney University in 1968, immediately joining the three-vet 
Murray Bridge veterinary practice; 

• Because of his Roseworthy training and a farming background from the home 
property at Gawler River, he was widely recognised for empathetic “farmer 
speak” and rapidly became the favoured spokesperson on veterinary matters; 

• Purchased the Murray Bridge veterinary practice and grew it to employ 7 
veterinarians and 15 support staff; 

• Was the first veterinary practitioner in SA to develop specialist herd health 
programs for dairies and piggeries; 

• After 34 years in the Murray Bridge practice, in 2001 retired from fulltime 
veterinary work to become a freelance veterinarian for the SA and Federal 
Governments, working as far afield as the UK. 

 
Dr Denis Bowden (RDA 1963) † 

• A highly respected specialist equine veterinarian, working out of the Oakbank 
Practice. 

 
Dr Ian Anderson (RDA 1967) 

• BVSc – Qld 1972; 
• Practised as a general veterinarian in the UK, Bordertown, Murray Bridge (10 

years), Hong Kong, Horn of Africa, Tasmania and Sale (Victoria). 
 
Dr Peter Jones (RDA 1968) † 

• Former principal of the Kapunda and Barossa Valley veterinary practices. 
 
Dr John Kohnke  (RDA 1968) 

• National, if not international expert in equine nutrition; 
• Set the SA Department of Agriculture up with its equine health & nutrition 

expertise; 
• Veterinarian at world renown Lindsay Park Thoroughbred Stud of Colin Hayes; 
• Owner of the commercial company, “Kohnke's Own Horse Care Products”.  
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Professor Wayne Hein  (RDA 1970) 
• Degree in veterinary science at the University of Queensland; 
• Worked in veterinary public health before completing a PhD in immunology in 

the John Curtin School of Medical Research at Australian National University; 
• Conducted basic research into the immune system of ruminants at the Basel 

Institute for Immunology, Switzerland; 
• In New Zealand, researched basic and applied immunoparasitology; 
• 2007-2010:  Director of Hopkirk Research Institute, Massey University; 
• 2011-2014:  Professor and Head of the School of Veterinary and Biomedical 

Sciences and Dean of Veterinary Science at James Cook University; 
• From February 2015, Head of the University of Adelaide’s School of Animal and 

Veterinary Sciences and Dean of Roseworthy Campus. 
 
Dr Michael Shallow (RDA 1971) † 

• After graduating from RAC, Michael Shallow went on to study at Murdoch Uni; 
• SA Government veterinarian, then private practice in WA and at Encounter Bay 

SA; 
• Brilliant sportsman, highly respected rural veterinarian. 

 
Dr Roger Haensel (RDA 1973, RDAT 1974) 

• Practised as a veterinarian in the Northern Territory and at Kapunda SA. 
 
Dr Stephen Tidswell (RDA 1976) 

• RAC  Murdoch Uni  Post Grad Food Technology at Massey Uni NZ; 
• Previously owned the veterinary practice in Waroona WA; 
• Prior to retiring, served as a Senior Manager with the Australian Quarantine & 

Inspection Service in Canberra. 
 
Dr Annabel Forrest (ADipAppScHorse Mgt 1980) 

• Undertook veterinary studies at Murdoch University; 
• Worked as a veterinarian in the UK and at Pt Pirie; 
• Principal of a horse based practice in Pt Lincoln SA; 
• Employed one of the first Roseworthy Campus trained DVM graduates. 

 
Dr Justin Bulling (Dip.App.Sc. Ag 1985) 

• BVMS and BSc Veterinary Biology (Murdoch); 
• Upon graduation, joined a veterinary practice in Rockhampton; 
• Spent several years working in the UK; 
• Principal of veterinary practices at Nambour and Montville, Qld. 

 
Dr Jessica van de Weyer (BSc AnimalSc 2010) 

• As a veterinary option at Roseworthy was not available, went on to obtain 
veterinary qualifications at Charles Sturt University, graduating in 2016; 

• Worked as veterinarian in the private Kapunda-Nuriootpa practice, for the NSW 
Government at Dubbo and for the SA Government at Struan. 

 
(† = Now deceased) 
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