
ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS ASSOCIATION INC 

M I N U T E S  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday 17 February 2014, 6pm FREE Eyre LTD Meeting Room, Level 1, 33 Hutt St, Adelaide 

1 Welcome: Introduction and Welcome by President David S 

 (Mark R as minute taker) 

2 Apologies: Locky McLaren, Kym Hudson, Lucy Coward, Rosane Curtis (incoming 
secretary) 

Present: Dave Spencer, Dale Manson, Mark Rodda, Alan Richardson, Rob Smyth, Dick 
Turnbull, Mark Langman. Chris Penfold, Ray Taylor 

3 Confirmation of Minutes:  18 November, 2013 Moved:  Dale M. Seconded, Mark R.  

4 Business arising from Minutes: ACTION LIST responses 

Business Names Registration Dick T continuing to investigate registration of Roseworthy related business names, 
in particular “Roseworthy College”. 

Wine Sales Fundraising Project  Dick / Mark / Chris 

 Dick and Mark met with the David O’Leary and Keeda Zilm (O’Leary Walker 
winemaker to discuss the fundraising project.  (a bottle of a likely OW cleanskin 
shiraz was sampled by the broader ROCA committee whilst discussing this important 
topic)  The concept is for OW and the ROCA committee to select an OW red and 
white wine to be labeled with ROCA designed labels and offered for sale through the 
ROCA membership and ideally the broader University Alumni.  Cases of labeled 
ROCA wine will be purchased from OW for $60 / case, delivered to ROCA designated 
sites in Adelaide for collection (or mailed out at additional charges) at a price tag no 
lower than $120 /case. The committee are planning the sales and marketing 
campaign which will include endorsement by well known Roseworthy wine 
graduates.  Initial release of the campaign will be via the Autumn (April 14) Digest. 
An online order / payment system will be created as well as a dedicated email 
address, possible utilizing the Alumni’s Perpetual E-mail system.  eg 
ROCA.wine@alumni.adelaide.edu.au 

 

ROCA Database review Dale/David 

 Dale continues to collate all changes requested of the ROCA database to existing, 
new or deceased members and sends to the Alumni, monthly.  A significant role and 
the Committee recorded its ongoing appreciation to Dale for his dedication. The 
meeting between ROCA committee members and newly instigated Alumni 
Engagement Officer, Kate Robertson, will be a critical opportunity to seek assistance 
at growing ROCA engagement and thus membership numbers. Key Alumni issues of 
importance to ROCA to be resolved include: Alumni capturing all new Roseworthy 
Campus graduates as ROCA members; non-ROCA Roseworthy graduates currently on 
Alumni database are to be included on ROCA member list; Provision of an electronic 
copy of the ROCA member database provided to ROCA on a six-monthly basis as a 
minimum. 



RAHS 175 commemorative book Dale M 

 The RAHS Commemorative book, purchased by ROCA, will be presented by ROCA 
and RAHS to Vice Chancellor Bebbington at the Rural Media Luncheon on 27 March.  
The book itself will then be handed to the Roseworthy Campus Library for display 
and safekeeping.  All ROCA, RA&HS and RMSA members have been directly e-mailed 
with a meeting notice for this event.   All committee members are encouraged to 
come to this important event. 

Sponsorship Proposal Piper Alderman Mark R 

 Mark has re-submitted the ROCA sponsorship proposal to Piper Alderman for 
reconsideration. 

 Rob S and Mark R are going to propose to their respective personal accounting firms 
(William Buck and Brentnalls) a sponsorship proposal for cash and in-kind 
contributions 

 Mark R has secured Wall Studios for the next two years as ROCA’s National Creative 
and Design Sponsors.  This package will see Wall Studios create and design wine 
labels, co-ordinate and prepare the Digest and other events to the value of $1,500 
p.a. 

 

5 Correspondence:  1) Invitations to attend the Inaugural Roseworthy Campus Vet Science 
Valedictory Ceremony were accepted by Dave S, Ray T, DaleM and Dick T 

  2) Letter from Kym Abbot was noted 

  3) Letter from Stephanie Warwick – recipient of the Bruce Eastick Prize 

  4) Information regarding Simmon Maddocks promotion to Vice Chancellor of 
Charles Darwin University. 

  5) Letter from Hon Nick Champion, Member for Wakefield, informing ROCA that 
it was not successful in its application for the ANZAC Centenary Grant program. 
Dick T to apply for alternative Veteran Affairs grants available for such 
restoration projects. 

  

6 Treasurer’s Report: Dick Turnbull 

 Harry Stevens has made a generous donation to the ANZAC Centenary 
Appeal 

 (Mark R to write to Harry on behalf of ROCA / Dave S – Dick to send Mark 
details) 

 Excluding donations to the ANZAC Appeal, expenses are exceeding income 
and thus the need to increase sponsorships and fundraising activities. 

 Dick to urgently have RABO deposits moved into a medium term, interest 
bearing account. 

 Moved Chris P, seconded Ray that the Report be accepted.  

7 Roseworthy Campus Student Fund: Ray Taylor 



 Ray updated the Committee on the ongoing work and efforts to raise funds from 
individuals and agribusinesses for Agri-related scholarships administered by RCSF.  A 
summary of the financials will form an appendix to these minutes. 

 Ray has nominated Mr Michael Moore to be approached to be a member of 
the RCSF (at the suggestion of Graeme Pope).  Michael is a long term pig and 
poultry advisor with PIRSA, a Roseworthy graduate and is believed to have 
numerous contacts within these industries that could be approached for 
sponsoring scholarships. 

8 Adelaide Alumni and Membership:  Dale Manson 

 Dale has been elected to the University of Adelaide’s Alumni Council, 
representing Roseworthy and Waite Campus’.  This Council supersedes the 
previous body and its terms of reference are currently being determined.  
The ROCA committee extended their congratulations to Dale and noted the 
importance for ROCA to be continually represented at the highest levels. 

 The position of Executive Dean of Roseworthy has recently been replaced by 
the Dean of the Campus (a less senior position)  A global search has 
commenced to fill this role. Various ROCA members were consulted 
regarding this change. 

9 West Coast ROCA Branch: Mark Langman 

 The Annual gathering occurs this Saturday, 22 Feb at Tumby Bay.  At least 5 
ROCA committee members are attending the event which is an excellent 
display of support.  Brian Ashton continues to organize the annual event. 

10 South East ROCA Branch: Alan Richardson  

 Next South East reunion is to be in Naracoorte on 18 July at the Naracoorte 
Hotel. Guest speaker to be advised.  Invites to be sent in May 

11 Riverland Report Kym Hudson via David 

 A series of events are scheduled to occur over the weekend of the 4th April 
with the main dinner at the Renmark Club on the Saturday evening. Dave S 
to follow up with Kym ASAP and to distribute invitations 

 
 It was suggested that the invitation to attend the regional ROCA events 

should go to all ROCA members – it doesn’t cost anything to email, and it 
might just encourage members in other regions to attend and catch up.  
Dave to raise with Ruth Rosie when the Alumni is next asked to email such 
regional invitations. 

 
12 General Business:  
 
Wine  Alumni Dave S attended the Wine Alumni (Waite based) recently.  They are keen to 

work constructively with ROCA on any number of levels. 
 They were particularly pleased that the ROCA group undertook the tour of 

the Waite facility after the ROCA AGM in October and welcome ROCA 
members to do the same again this year. 

 The Waite Wine book advertised through the ROCA digest registered just 7 
sales.  The Alumni were to give ROCA $10 per book sale, but given the  costs 



incurred in their people guiding ROCA visitors through Waite, the committee 
decided not to request the $70.  

 
National Service Commemorative Plaque   
 

Dick T informed the committee that the plaque will be unveiled on 22 March 
at Roseworthy Campus.  This event will be followed by dinner at the Rising 
Sun Hotel that evening. 
 

Roseworthy Honor Board  Dick T and Mark R visited Roseworthy recently and took the best 2 examples  
 of the names listed, so as to find new engravers to copy the styles of the 

most consistent styles. 
 

Auditor for 2014 Dick has established  that for an incorporated service group of our nature, 
with turnover not exceeding $500,000, we do not need to employ the 
services of an auditor – but only a respected, independent accountant who 
can review our accounts and provide a statement of their satisfaction to the 
Committee. This will save ROCA approx $750 p.a.  

ROCA Digest – Autumn Edition Mark to establish timetable for contributions, editing and distribution and 
distribute to all. 

  
 Key reports will include: 
 President’s report (+ Tour Down Under, Int Students Support program) 
 David Forward and David Purdie – campus report (Dick to follow up) 
 RCSF report – Ray 
 EP Annual Dinner report – Mark L 
 Riverland Annual Dinner report – Kym H 
 Plaque unveiling – Dick 
 Graduating Ceremony photos – Dave / Ruth 
 Alumni  / ADL University report – Mark R  
 Save the dates 
  
International Student Support Alumni campaign to link Adelaide residents with newly landed international 

students.  Dave to liaise with Annette Wheatley 
 
Animal Science and Vet placements Lucy C has taken the lead on this and we look forward to an update in due 

course 
 
ANZAC Day 2015 Dick to speak with Kate Robertson on 4 March to establish Alumni support 
 
Committee Contact list update Please send any changes to Dave, for earliest distribution. 
 
Annual Records transfer to Archives Dave S establishing protocols to have the previous years ROCA records 

transferred to Alumni Records each and every January 
 
Distinguished Alumni Awards Dale lead us through the very high hurdles that are set to honor nominees 

for such awards. 
 
Alumni Grant Applications ROCA successfully applied for a grant of $2,000 last year – these funds were 

utilised to cover the costs of getting current students to attend ROCA 
regional and Annual meetings. 



 Dave will investigate the criteria and aims for the use of these funds, to see 
if there aren’t Alumni desired program that ROCA could readily apply for so 
as to increase ROCA members and Alumni engagement. 
ROCA will at least reapply for a similar figure as last year and look to utilise 
these funds for ROCA pull-up display banners, signage as well as supporting 
current students to attend ROCA dinners.  

 
Reunion Groups for 2014 AGM 50 year group (1964) – Dale M to follow up 
 40 year group (1974) – Alan R to follow up Doug Crosby / other SE contacts 
 25 year group (1989) – Chris P to take the lead 
 10 year group (2004) – Dick T to follow up Alf Weaver 
 
 Dale to send Mark R confirmed contacts for the Digest  
 
Uni of Adelaide Council Elections Simon Maddocks and John Radcliffe were considered by ROCA to be strong 

agricultural representatives.  Simon has move to Darwin, but John has asked 
ROCA if it is prepared to ‘endorse’ his nomination and the committee agreed 
that he continues to be a strong advocate and would indeed continue to 
support his candidacy.  To fill Simon Maddocks’ vacant position, the 
Committee considered approaching former Federal Treasurer and Education 
Minister, John Dawkins (RDA 1968). 

 
 
Next Meeting:                            28 April, 2014  
 
Meetings for 2014  21 July, 15 September, 17 November  AGM Friday 17 October 
 
Meeting Closed   8:55pm 



ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS ASSOCIATION INC 

M I N U T E S  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday 28 April 2014, 6pm FREE Eyre LTD Meeting Room, Level 1, 33 Hutt St, Adelaide 

1 Welcome: Introduction and Welcome by President David S 

 (Rosanne Curtis as minute taker) 

2 Apologies: Kym Hudson, Lucy Coward and Chris Penfold 

Present: Dave Spencer, Dale Manson, Mark Rodda, Alan Richardson, Rob Smyth, Dick 
Turnbull, Mark Langman, Ray Taylor, Locky McLaren and Rosanne Curtis 

3 Confirmation of Minutes:  17 February 2013, Moved:  Dale M. Seconded, Mark R.  

4 Business arising from Minutes: ACTION LIST responses 

Business Names Registration  

Wine Sales Fundraising Project  Dick / Mark 

 The final version of the labels have been agreed on. Both the O’leary Walker red and 
white wine has been rated by some of the top 10 wine makers in Australia: Phil 
Laffer, Phil Shaw, John Ellis and John Vickery. They have estimated the red wine is 
equivalent to a $30 bottle of red off the shelf and the white wine is equivalent to a 
$20+ bottle of white off the shelf. ROCA  will be selling the wines at $192 per case 
for the red wine and $172 per case for the white wines. There is a limit with the red 
wine and there are 64 cases of wine with a possibility of a small increase. It is 
estimated that revenue of around $100 / case will be made on this fundraising 
campaign. 

 ROCA  is conscious of ensuring these wine are not undersold and plan to continue 
this project in the future. It was agreed O’Leary Walker are contenders for the next 
batch of wine. 

 ROCA will use a separate banking account, ROCA Fundraising. All emails for sales are 
to be sent to ROCA winesales@gmail.com. Orders for wines this initial batch of wine 
will close in mid June. 

 Wine orders can be collected at Dick or Mark’s residence on 29 June or dispatched 
(at cost) via Australia Post.  

NS Commemorative Plaque Ceremony Dick 

 Kym Abbott unveiled the plaque and later attended the Rising Sun. Attendances 
from interstate and overseas made it a most commemorative event. 

Roseworthy Honors Board Dick 

 A quote is to be obtained for the Roseworthy Honors Board, currently the plates are 
various sizes and the new plates will be sized to suit. There will be an additional 5 
names added and the modifications of existing names could be up to eleven as some 
will require cutting and repositioning in order to provide a consistent ‘look’. The 
refurbishment of the main building is now complete, however it is unknown if there 
will be a formal opening / presentation. 
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ROCA Digest Mark R 

 Wall Studios have agreed to become ROCA’s National Sponsors for graphic design 
and artwork, offering in-kind sponsorship to the value of $1,500.  This sponsorship 
will cover the collation of the ROCA Digest, wine label design and other creative 
design work as required. Michelle Wall from Wall Studios is currently collating the 
redesign of the Autumn ROCA Digest. A draft will be available by the end of the 
week. Mark has requested submission of articles to be provided by the first week of 
August 2014 for the spring edition of ROCA Digest, for the ROCA to be available by 
the 1st September 2014. 

Animal Science and Vet Placements  

 The committee agreed this needs to be further explored, due to Lucy Coward not 
being available this item has been put on hold. Lucy has a strong network within the 
national dairy industry that ROCA wishes to utilize. 

ANZAC Day Dale/Dave 

 Both Dale and Dave attended the event at Roseworthy this year. Members of the 
Gawler Brass Band played. Dale has written to Ian Reid in regards to next year’s 
event. It was suggest next year may be more beneficial if it was held on the Sunday, 
ANZAC day is the Saturday, as college staff and students would be on campus. 
Further discussion will be required with the ANZAC Day organizers to ensure there is 
no overlapping of events. 

Alumni Grant Applications  

 Grants from the Alumni are available to groups such as ROCA twice a year. It was 
agreed that ROCA would work proactively with the Alumni to capitalize on the 140 
year Anniversary of the University of Adelaide and the important role that 
agricultural studies had played in the development of South Australia and more 
recently, the University itself.   

 It was agreed that ROCA would apply for targeted funds to allow it to better 
promote the important link between ROCA, the University, the Agricultural Industry 
and current and future agri-related students. ROCA must now work constructively to 
design a contemporary slogan that encapsulates the role of ROCA and its forward-
looking vision.   

 Key areas to seek financial support: 

1. Funding for the collation and distribution of the bi-annual ROCA Digest (ROCA’s 
most important communication platform to its members) 

2. Creation of promotional pull-up banners that clearly promote ROCA at relevant 
events. 

Action: Dave to formulate the application for these key areas. 

Reunion Groups for 2014 AGM Dinner 

 50 year group (1964): Dale to follow up with Brian Daniel/Michael Milin 
 40 year group (1974): Alan to follow up Doug Crosby/Dick 
 25 year group (1989): Dave will call Chris 
 10 year group (2004): Dick to follow up Alf Weaver 

Uni of Adelaide Council By-election Dale 

 The current term for candidates ends on the 5th September. The preferred candidate 
is Robyn Dale (Attended 1974 Dip Ag) currently working as a wine maker. John 



Radcliff and Dianne Davidson were also suggested, they also have a Diploma in 
Agriculture. ROCA to provide their opinion of preferred candidates in generic terms. 

Thank You Letters re Donations  

 Mark confirmed that personalised thank you letters had been sent to all contributors 
to these fund raising appeals. 

Invitations to Awards Night  

 ROCA to have two people attend the awards night and it is encouraged that ROCA 
members attend the awards night each year. Dave is to attend tomorrow night for 
the graduation dinner. 

Treasury Report Dick Moved by Dick Second by Dale 

 Currently the income generated has been from the dinner and the largest expense is 
also the dinner. The dinner generated $216.07 profit. 

 Dick has arranged re-investment into Rabobank and is currently changing the 
signatories. This has been done for Rabobank but not for BankSA. The BanksSA 
account is to be used for projects or re-investments. Any interest is paid to ROCA. 

Roseworthy Campus Student Fund Ray 

 Ray provided an update on the status of the RC&SF and its ongoing success at raising 
industry funds for various undergraduate scholarships. 

 Paul Finn approached Westpac but they are not funding until 2017, Commbank was 
also approached but currently not interested however they have left the door open 
for the future. 

 Monthly updates are to be provided. Currently ROCA is having difficulties obtaining 
graduates names. It was agreed that a meeting with Kate Robinson to foster better 
relationship between ROCA and the Alumni may assist with this. Dave is to also 
speak to Ruth to find out if the Alumni would provide graduate contacts. 

West Coast Mark Langham 

 Mark reported on an excellent / sold out dinner at Tumby Bay on 24 Feb.  Next year 
the Annual EP Dinner will be held at Port Lincoln, Mark will advise of the date by the 
first week of August. 

South East  

 This year’s Annual Dinner will be at the same venue on the 18th of July (Naracoorte). 
James Aukman has been arranged as guest speaker – breeding insects. Emails will be 
sent out to members. Richard is to provide a prize for best joke. 

Riverland Kym 

 The reunion on the 4th April was not well supported, approximately 40 people 
attended. Ian Newland and Kym to look at how this can be improved for next year. 

ROCA Membership Dave 

 ROCA memberships are to be raised as an agenda in the July meeting. This year 
ROCA has only had one new member. 

General Mark R 

 Waite Centenary Scholarship - $400,000 in donations have been raised to date.  A 
series of events are being held throughout the year to raise awareness of this 
Scholarship initiative and encourage industry support. 



EP Scholarship Mark R/Mark L 

 Mark Rodda is to follow up Mark Stanley 

Web Page Alan will check to ensure the web page is current and correct in regards to ROCA 
content. 

Williams Studio Proposal An approach has been made by Williams Studio requesting ROCA to be 
commissioned agents. Dave will email Williams Studio thanking them but decline 
the proposal 

Visit Roseworthy Campus Dave 

 Dave will email advising of attendance. 

Joint Meeting / Wine Alumni Dave 

 It was agreed further informal meetings between the groups would be beneficial. 

ROCA Committee Recruitment Dave 

 Don Chambers has requested to join the committee, it was agreed Dave could 
attend committee meetings but was not able to vote. Dave will advise Don.  

 
Next Meeting:                            , 2014  
 
Meetings for 2014  21 July, 15 September, 17 November  AGM Friday 17 October 
 
Meeting Closed   9:00pm 



ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS ASSOCIATION INC 

M I N U T E S  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday 21 July 2014, 6pm William Buck Office Suite, GHS Building, Victoria Square, Adelaide 

1 Welcome: Introduction and Welcome by President David S 

 Introduction by William Buck, chartered accountants and advisors – new 
financial sponsor for ROCA (from July 14 – June 16). Director Ben Trengove 
provided an overview of William Buck’s services and welcomed ROCA to 
enjoy their firm’s hospitality and facilities. 

2 Apologies: Kym Hudson, Lucy Coward and Alan Richardson (who we couldn’t page in via 
Skype, Rosanne Curtis 

Present: Dave Spencer, Dale Manson, Mark Rodda, Alan Richardson, Rob Smyth, Dick 
Turnbull, Ray Taylor, Locky McLaren and Rosanne Curtis 

3 Confirmation of Minutes:  28 April 2014, Moved:  Rob S. Seconded, Dick T.  

4 Business arising from Minutes: ACTION LIST responses 

  

5.1 Wine Sales Fundraising Project  Dick / Mark 

 Plonky’s Pick wine sales have been very pleasing.  Approximately half of the wine 
bottled by Oleary Walker have now been sold.  With sales to date, costs for the 
project have been met and thus the remaining wine sales will generate pure profit.  
It is anticipated that a total profit of approximately $13,000 will be achieved when 
the remaining wine is sold. 

 Wine will also now be sold in half dozen parcels. 

 All emails for sales are to be sent to ROCA winesales@gmail.com. Orders for wines 
this initial batch of wine will close in mid June. 

 Mark to target the University of Adelaide itself (catering and Union Club). 

 Committee Members are encouraged to continue to utilize their networks to sell 
further sotcks. 

 Ray will investigate having a bottle of red and white on each table at the Annual 
Dinner, available for purchase over the bar and for sale (by the dozen). 

  

5.2 Roseworthy Honor Board Dick 

 The Committee resolved to continue on with the updating plans as outlined by Dick  
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5.3 ROCA Digest  Mark R 

 The updated ROCA Digest (thanks to Wall Studios) has been well received by 
members and the Alumni. 

 The Spring Edition must be out by the first week in September 

5.4 ANZAC Day Dick 

 Dick continues to negotiate with the University on the 2015 ANZAC Celebrations. 
The suggestion is to have a service at the College Church on Sunday 26 April, 2015 – 
the day before the new term commences, so as to encourage returning students to 
attend. 

5.5 Alumni Grant Applications Dave 

 Dave reported that funds have been allocated to ROCA for the design and 
production of at least one ROCA pull up banner and possibly for business cards and 
name tags for the ROCA Committee Members 

 

5.6  Web Page Updates Alan 

 Whilst Alan was unable to be hooked in to the meeting, via Skype, Dave updated the 
committee on a discussion he had recently had with the Alumni, contemplating the 
idea of a complete overhaul of the ROCA website.  The committee are encouraged 
to look at the ROCA website and whether the existing site is user-friendly or in need 
of an upgrade. 

5.7 Don Chambers Dave welcomed Don to the ROCA Committee.  Don has previously been a ROCA 
Committee Member and ROCA President, so his experience and enthusiasm is 
warmly welcomed back. 

 

5.8 Ruth Rosie / Alumni liaison  Dave 

 Dave meets with Ruth formally at least once a month to discuss a wide range of 
opportunities and plans for further support and engagement between ROCA and the 
Alumni.  These meetings are ensuring closer ties and cooperation.  Members are 
encouraged to send Dave any projects / concepts to be discussed at these meetings. 

 

6 Correspondence  6.1 Invitation to Prof Warren Bebbington to AGM Dinner (and has accepted) 

          6.2 Lumen Assistance – Genevieve Sanchez, U of A 

          6.3 Peter Burdon, U of A – seeking 140 years history descendants 

          6.4 Award of Merit nominations 

 

7 Treasures Report Dick 

 See attached 

8 Roseworthy Campus & Student Fund Ray 

 See attached (MR to ask Ray to email a copy through for attaching) 

9 Adelaide Alumni & Membership Dale 



 Dale reported on the imminent first meeting of the new group (30 July ’14) to which 
he has been asked to represent ROCA.  This meeting will establish the scope and 
directions of this group in the future and the expectations of the University. 

 Dale also reported that Kim Hudson is looking to establish a Vet Student’s Alumni – 
Dave S to investigate 

 K.Hudson has apparently asked Ruth R to prepare a discussion paper on the pros 
and cons of ROCA being incorporated or not.  Members agreed that this would be a 
valuable document so as to clear the air on any previous antagonism that may exist 
between ROCA and the Alumni.   

 Dale is on the selection committee for the “Distinguished Alumni Award” 

10 West Coast ROCA Branch Dave and Mark to follow up with Mark Langman as to the West Coast branch’s plans 
for raising funds for an EP scholarship. 

11 South East ROCA Branch Dave reported on the excellent dinner held at Naracoorte on the 18 July ’14.  Over 
50 ROCA members and partners in attendance. 

12 Riverland ROCA Branch No further news to report at this point. 

13 ROCA Membership Dave / Dale to seek an update from Ruth R prior to future ROCA Committee 
meetings on total / new ROCA members. 

14 General Business Dave noted the resignation of committee members: Mark Langman, Lucy Coward 
and Kym Hudson.  Existing committee members asked to contemplate new 
committee members to be invited to join 

 

14.1 AGM and Dinner Invitation for Digest – Dale and Dave to update details and send to Wall Studios for 
incorporating with the Spring Digest 

 Registrations – Dave offered to help in lieu of Dick being overseas for the leadup to 
the AGM and Dinner 

 Dinner Price – set at $70pp  

 Guest list to include: Vice Chancellor (+1), Kate Robertson (+1), Sponsors (2 tickets 
each) 

 Dave S to arrange name labels, place mark menus. 

  

 Reunion Group coordinators for 2014 AGM Dinner 

 50 year group (1964): Brian Daniel 
 40 year group (1974): Trevor Wagner and Doug Crosby 
 25 year group (1989): Chris Penfold 
 10 year group (2004): Alf Weaver 
 
 AGM:  
 Dave - President’s Report, 
 Dick - Treasurer’s Report, and  
 Ray – RCSF Report 
14.2 Award of Merit, 2014 Dick has ordered 10 x OAM medals (one for the next 10 years).  
 Existing panel will be invited to judge nominations. 
 



14.3 ROCA Sponsorships Wall Studios sponsorship is through the in-kind work for all graphic design and ROCA 
Digest creation 

 William Buck - $1,750 per annum for 2 years ($3,500) plus $1,000 per attendance at 
regional ROCA dinners. 

 Committee encouraged to seek other organisations who may benefit from the 
association with ROCA. 

 
14.5 ROCA Committee name tags Dave and Dick to have arranged via the Alumni 
 
14.6 Honorary Life Members Nominations to be presented at the next ROCA meeting. 
 
Any Other Business Committee agreed to have Mark Rodda (Vice President) to be listed as a signatory 

for access to the ROCA safe deposit box held with Bank SA 
 
 
 
Next Meeting: Monday 15 September 2014 
 
AGM and Annual Dinner Friday 17 October 2014 
 
Meeting Close 9pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
David Spencer 
President 
ROCA 

 
 
 
 



ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS ASSOCIATION INC 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday 15th September 2014 at 6.00pm FREE Eyre LTD Meeting Room, Hutt Street, Adelaide 

1 Welcome: Light meal 6.00pm until 6.45pm  

2 Apologies: Dick Turnbull, Rob Smyth 

3 Present:  Don Chambers, Chris Penfold, Ray  Taylor, Mark Rodda , Dale Manson, Alan Richardson, & Dave Spencer 
(from 7.30pm).  Mark Rodda acted as Chair of the meeting in Dave’s absence.  

4 Confirmation of Minutes: From previous meeting on 21st July 2014 

Don Chambers suggested he NOT be recorded as being the ROCA President and Chris suggested that he 
be recorded an attendee as well as  Don.  

 Moved: Ray, Seconded Chris that amended minutes from the previous meeting  be accepted. 

5 Business arising from Minutes: 5.1 Wine Sales project update.  (Mark) 

 Not many sales since last meeting but we are now in profit mode, so all sales are now profit. Have 
about 13 boxes of red & white left to sell, but Mark is busy marketing the wine to his family members, 
and hopes we can soon sell the remainder.  

Ray Taylor suggests that at the AGM Dinner, we can place a bottle of red & white on each table, and if 
people want to buy more bottles for consumption at the dinner, they will be charged $12 corkage per 
bottle. Need to ensure they have a stock of both white & red in the Golf Club bar on the night. We will 
need to sell further bottles OUTSIDE of the clubhouse on the night (eg from the back of a ute!) So 
need to allow members to order at the dinner and then take delivery in the car park afterwards.  Ray 
will liaise with the Glenelg Golf Club re them selling our wine from the bar on the night. Dale as MC for 
the night will promote our wine so hopefully we can also make plenty of sales.   

 Union Club wine Sales (Mark) 
Mark called the Adelaide University Union Club  after our last meeting, re selling the ROCA wines at 
their premises.  He has not had an official response so far to stocking our wine. Mark will follow up on 
this initiative. Alan asked about the Roseworthy Campus Tavern stocking our wines as well.  Chris 
Penfold will speak to the catering manager at the Roseworthy Tavern.  

 5.3 ROCA Digest   (Mark) 

 Committee members all received a printed version of the latest Digest. We are still having to print and 
post around 800 copies. It is by far our biggest ongoing cost! Need to encourage as many members as 
possible to receive the Digest by E-Mail.  

 5.4 ANZAC Day 2015 Plans  (David) 

 Dick Turnbull has done a lot of work on this project, but he still needs the key people at the University to 
give it the official green light. It’s Important that we do consult with the staff at Roseworthy Campus so 
they feel involved and a part of the process. (Suggestion from Dale Manson) 

 5.6 ROCA Web Page Update needed?  (David) 

 We all need to look at whether the page needs to be totally overhauled or just revamped from its 
current format. Our format is not especially inspiring, but it is functional and workable from our point of 
view. The University may prefer us to fall into line with the “standard look” of other alumni websites.  
Generally agreed  we don’t need to change what is already working for us if we can avoid it.  



 

6 Correspondence: 6.1 Invitation to Reunion Dinner for Kate Robertson (Chief Engagement Officer of U of A 
Alumni) and Partner 

 Have not heard back from her as yet. Dave will follow up the invitation.  

   6.2 Invitation to AGM Dinner for David and Mark from the Agricultural Faculty of the U of A.  

 Four members of the ROCA committee will be present at the Faculty meeting next week to follow up on 
these invitations. Will also contact a couple of other key people we’d like to invite.  If they accept, these 
people will have to cover the cost of their own dinner 

 Dave will also see whether Ruth Rosie is keen to come and whether the University is able to cover her cost of 
attending  

  6.3 Award of Merit Selection Panel communication 

 David has communicated with the panel and they have indicated they have a chosen a worthy winner. 
Details to be announced just prior to the AGM/Dinner.  

  

7 Treasurer’s Report: David on behalf of Treasurer, Dick Turnbull (See attachment) 

 The Treasurer’s Report has previously been sent out by Dick. Alan noted that an extra $310 has just been 
banked as surplus funds from the South East ROCA dinner, so that should boost the balance sheet.  

 The Committee suggested a commendation be passed on to Dick Turnbull for the fine job he is doing 
managing our finances.  The committee very much appreciates the detail he is providing us with. Mark 
raised the issue that there appears to be a slight discrepancy between the detailed accounts and the 
summary re the surplus funds on hand. One suggests a surplus and the other suggests a loss. Mark will 
catch up with Dick when he gets back from overseas so that this apparent discrepancy can be sorted out 
before the AGM.   

8 Roseworthy Campus Student Fund: (Ray) 

 The last meeting was held at he Roseworthy Campus.  Kate Robertson (Chief Engagement Officer of U of 
A Alumni) was there to outline what her group is doing over all alumni areas. She is looking to make 
changes to the number of committees operating under the University structure (ie reduce numbers). We 
have to demonstrate that our committee needs to remain and to maintain its support from the 
University management. Also discussed the Agricultural Education forum held at the Showgrounds 
recently which  was attended by many providers of  agricultural education scholarships. Generally 
agreed that agriculture was not enjoying the high profile it deserves, and was not attracting students to 
the courses available. We need to encourage students at the early stages of their education to look at 
the opportunities in agriculture. The Ag. Education teacher at Balaklava High School has demonstrated 
that with the right encouragement, students will take on Ag. studies and will do very well academically if 
given the chance. It’s important that the RCSF justify its existence as a separate fundraising and 
scholarship distributing body. A general issue both in the University and the general community is 
making sure agriculture IS seen as important to the University and the SA economy.  Dale made the 
point that the Waite and Roseworthy Campuses are key pieces of real estate owned by the University 
and they are seen as high profile assets that enhance the University’s status.  

 The Landmark Scholarship has been discontinued since their take over by Agrium. Need to lobby Agrium 
to get that reinstated.  

 Ray suggests there also be an RCSF Committee Scholarship awarded on behalf of committee members. 
Ray is happy to provide financial support as are several other committee members. Donations would be 
kept private. They hope that other ROCA members would also respond by looking to provide 
scholarships.  



 Ian Oliver is working with Riverland Wines, hoping they will also come to the party with an appropriate 
scholarship  

Generally agreed that at the next meeting of the RCSF, they need to look at getting a wider 
representation from all areas of agriculture, horticulture,& the wine industry.  

9 Adelaide Alumni and Membership:  (Dale)  

 Dale is on the University Alumni Council.  The University generally is having trouble connecting with their 
various potentially alumni member, so it’s not just a problem for ROCA. The chair of the Alumni Council 
is Tim Cooper from Coopers Brewery and Vice Chair is Stephen Yarwood, the Adelaide Lord Mayor. One 
big issue for all alumni chapters is how to get access to the names and addresses of past graduates who 
are NOT yet members of alumni organisations. ROCA is THE most active group in the whole university in 
terms of keeping track of members and potential members.  

 ROCA needs to write to John Radcliffe and thank him for his service to the University Council. Somehow 
he was tipped off the Council  in the latest round of voting for membership. He has served agriculture 
and ROCA well! 

 Worth noting  that when newly appointed SA Governor Hieu Van Le first came to SA, RAC staff member 
Basil and Pat Sheehan took him under their wing, so he presumably has some strong positive 
connections with the old RAC campus.  

 Dale also noted that past Award Of Merit recipient, Rex Butterfield passed away recently at the age of 
92. A great loss to the agricultural and veterinary community.  

 Also worth noting  that Phil Laffer AM, (also a ROCA Award of Merit recipient), will shortly receive the 
“Distinguished Alumni Award” from the  University. This is a very prestigious and rare acknowledgment.  

 We now have 1967 ROCA members, but there are many more thousands who COULD be members. On 
the other hand there are a couple of dozen ROCA members who have asked NOT to be contacted by us 
or the University in future! (List was distributed to the Committee).  

 Chris suggests that ROCA could have a role in looking at just WHERE the available jobs are in agriculture. 
There are jobs out there for agronomists  for example, but “How many and where” should the focus be 
in terms of educating our current and future Ag. students.   Maybe we need to canvas businesses via a 
survey , funded by the University ideally, to find out just who needs employees in the agriculture sector. 
The academics generally are not in touch with industry needs, so we need to  take the initiative. Mark 
will do some work on this idea with various industry bodies.  

10 West Coast ROCA Branch: (David) 

 Dave spoke to Brian Ashford, and he is keen to pass on the baton as West Coast rep to someone else.  Is 
Chris willing to represent the West Coast on the committee (given he hails from Tumby Bay  originally)?  
We do need a person to report to us regularly on their activities if possible. The answer depends on 
whether Chris stays on the committee after the AGM.  

11 South East ROCA Branch: (Alan) 

 Made a profit on the recent ROCA South East dinner of $310. Ian Black would like to see the dinner held 
a bit closer to Port MacDonnell at some stage. Alan suggested the next event could be at Coonawarra... 
about 50km closer to Mount Gambier than Naracoorte. If numbers are down at the next dinner, may 
have to seriously consider holding the event every second year.   

12 Riverland ROCA Branch: (Kym Hudson)  

 No report.  



13 ROCA Membership – new members (Dale) 

 ROCA is now signing up many more new members now that we have no membership fees. We have 
been sending their details through to Ruth Rosie as they arrive. It’s not a real rush but certainly more 
than we have coming through in past years. Generally old RAC graduates rather than recent graduates of 
the Roseworthy Campus. Dave suggests we need to draft two letters ..one targeting new graduates and 
one targeting the past graduates, to encourage them to join ROCA.  May need to send these potential 
members E-Mails (with copy  of the ROCA digest attached ) via the University as they control the 
database of past graduates.  

14 General Business: 

 14.1 Nominations for incoming ROCA Committee & office holders  (David)  
We need to do this NOW, well before the AGM. Mark has one possible nomination. We do need to get 
some younger graduates on board. Alan will approach David Brown, Trevor Wagner & Doug Crosby as 
possible candidates. 
 
 14.2 Honorary Life Members  (David)  
Last year Dave raised this issue as we have not appointed any Life Members for a long time. This status 
recognises long serviced to the ROCA organization. Dave is keen to see recognition for Brian Ashton for 
example due to his long service on the West Coast for ROCA. Dave will contact Ben Ranford, President of 
the EP Branch to see if they will support Brian’s nomination. Will also speak to Brian to see if he will be a 
member of the ROCA committee.  
 
 14.3 Sponsors Update  (Mark) 
The association with our major sponsor, William Buck is going well, including us contacting members 
regarding an information night they were holding for potential clients. They will also be at our AGM, to 
raise their profile with our members even further. Mark is trying to encourage them to be creative in 
taking advantage of the ROCA link.  
Does ROCA need to develop a “slogan” for use on our display material and publications? Committee 
members agreed to think about this over the next week or so.  
 
 14.4 Visit to Roseworthy Campus  (David/Chris) 
Chris reports that it was a very useful to get together recently with key students & Dave Purdie. Dave 
Spencer spoke about the ROCA background and role. About 8 key student leaders were present and 
were keen to hear about ROCA.  This will be an annual event hopefully. The ROCA President will present 
the annual Student Cup at the campus annual dinner in November, and hopefully a small ROCA 
contingent will also be present.   

  14.5 Update of ROCA Honour Board  (David) 

Updating of the ROCA Honour Boards recording the names of Past Presidents and Award of Merit recipients 
in the Roseworthy Campus front foyer will cost us about $500.  It was decided to proceed with this.  

15 AGM and Dinner Checklist: 
 15.1 Glenelg Golf Club Liaison  (Ray) 
 Ray has sorted out the room setting and has also finalised the menu and printing of the place mats by 

the GGC. We have to print out the Program, Year groups & Award of Merit list etc. Dale & David will sort 
this out. 
Ray detailed the tempting menu for this year’s AGM dinner.  

 15.2 Invitation Registration  (David/Mark) 
Dave and Mark will take on the task of keeping track of attendees and collecting the money. Dick 
Turnbull will also assist in this role as ROCA Treasurer.  

  15.3 Table Allocation  
 Again David and Mark to sort out.  



 15.4 Name Tags (need to be purchased)  
Need about 150 tags. Mark has access to a stash of tags that can be used. We DO need to encourage 
attendees to return their name tags at the end of the night.  

 15.5 M.C. Dale Manson.. has this duty under control.  
 15.6 Reunion Group Co-ordinators 
  - 50 Year Group (1964) Brian Daniels 
  - 40 Year Group (1974) Trevor Wagner and Doug Crosby 
  - 25 Year Group (1989) Chris Penfold 
  - 10 Year Group (2004) Alf Weaver 

The year coordinators have all been sent a running sheet by Dale that outlines the do’s and don’t’s of 
what to do on the night to ensure smooth running of the event.  

 15.7 Plonkys Pick for Table and Sales  (Mark/Chris) 
 See previous comments in Business Arising from minutes 
 15.8 Photographer (Award of Merit etc)  (Alan) 

Alan agreed to take photos of key people and events at the dinner.  
  
16 Annual General Meeting: 
 16.1 Agenda and Minutes  David 
 Dave has an agenda already prepared, and will print it off ready for the evening. He will give summary of 

his President’s Report at the AGM and a more comprehensive report will be presented  at the dinner, 
with the written report available to members on the night. Ray will also give a report from the Campus & 
Student Fund.  

  16.2 Minute Taker   
 Alan Richardson to do this duty on the night at the AGM.  
  16.3 Nominations for next Committee   
 Need to make sure that people willing to be on the committee (including continuing members) ARE 

actually nominated on the night! 
  16.4 President and Treasurer Report  David 
 Dick Turnbull will not be there on the night and we do need to make sure his figures all tally and are easy 

to understand for those attending . David and Mark will chase this through with Dick once he returns 
from overseas. Mark will present the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Dick.  

 16.5 Update of Constitution  Alan 
 David will let Alan know what the changes are from last year’s AGM so that the website can be updated 

by Alan. We also need to notify the SA Corporate Affairs Department of these changes as they are 
required to know under their legislation.  

 These changes need to be ratified at THIS year’s AGM and that ratification officially recorded in the minutes.  
 David flagged the issue that the ROCA constitution does need to be able to reflect changes to the 

University Alumni Association constitution. This may necessitate a change to our own Constitution.  
(This also relates to us being or not being an incorporated body!) 

 
17 Any Other Business: 
  17.1  A slogan for the ROCA promotional banner?  

Dave asked delegates to come up with some ideas for a ROCA “slogan” that could be used on our new pull-up 
banner and on other PR material.  
A couple of ideas were put forward…“Realising agricultural opportunities” 

  … “Recognising opportunities and capacities in Agriculture” 
 Generally agreed that more ideas were needed and the word “Roseworthy” needs to be included in any 

slogan.  This will be discussed amongst the Committee via e-mail over the next week or so.  
 
18 Next Meetings: AGM and Dinner Friday, 17th October 
   Monday, 17th November 
19 Meeting close: 8:45 pm 



ROCA AGM, Glenelg Golf Club Friday 17th October 2014 
Opening & Welcome 

Opened at 1836.  

President, Dave Spencer, welcome members to the 116th meeting of the Roseworthy Old Collegian’s 
Association. 

Present 

Andrew Eastick, Mark Rodda, Dr Bruce Eastick, Harry Stephen, Dale Manson, Ray Taylor, Wilf Bowen, 
Rex Anderson, Matthew King, Jack Messenger, Ian Macrow, Andrew Brown, Bob Haggerstrom, Peter 
Dunn, Jamie Sobels, Rob Woolford, Chris Penfold, Ben Trengove, James Northcote, Ian Rice, Michael 
Frost, Ian Oliver, Jim Forwood, Kevin Tuckwell, John Ramsay-Donnellen, David Spencer, Alan Richardson 

Apologies 

Geoff Robinson, Dick Turnbull, Rob Smyth, Locky McLaren, Mike Wake, Alan Anderson,  

ROCA 2013 AGM Minutes & Confirmation 

Suggested corrections: Suggest that “Mike xxx” should be recorded as Mike Wake.  Also need to correct 
spelling of the late  Pat Tocaciu’s name  and that of Geoff Robinson. 

Moved: Andrew Eastick, Seconded: Dale Manson. “That the corrected minutes of the 2013 ROCA AGM 
be a accepted.” Carried.  

Recognition of recently deceased members 

Read by Dale Manson. We need to acknowledge the deaths of the following ROCA members over the 
past year or so: Robert John Banyer,  Dr Dennis Maxwell Bowden,  Prof Rex Milton Butterfield, Frank 
Richard Hewitt Chapman, Gregory Lister Cottle, Eric James Crawford, John Laidlaw Davidson, Peter 
James O’Grady, Robert Bruce Stirling, Graham Harvey Treloar. 

President’s Report 

The full report will be presented  by President David Spencer during the dinner. However the 
summarised highlights were presented to the AGM, including thanks to those committee members who 
are not re-nominating for the new committee. The full report President’s Report will be published on 
the ROCA website in the next week or so.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Presented by Mark Rodda on behalf of Treasurer Dick Turnbull, who is currently overseas. 

Moved:  Dr Bruce Eastick, Seconded: Jack Messenger. “That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted”. 
Carried. 

Election of Officers 

President:  Mark Rodda: Nominated by Ray Taylor. Seconded by Dale Manson. Carried.  



Vice President:   Temporarily Vacant 

Immediate Past President: David Spencer (automatic appointment) 

Secretary:  Temporarily Vacant  

Treasurer:  Dick Turnbull: Nominated by Mark Rodda. Seconded Chris Penfold. Carried.  

Graduate: 1 to 10 years:Temporarily Vacant 

Graduate from 2014: Temporarily Vacant 

Current Student: To be filled shortly  

Campus Director: To be announced shortly 

EP Rep   To be nominated by the EP branch at their next meeting. 

South East Rep  Alan Richardson: Nominated by Mark Rodda.  Seconded, Ray Taylor. Carried 

Riverland Rep  Local committee to hopefully forward a nomination 

Ordinary Committee Members: (All nominations approved as a group by those present) 

Ray Taylor:  Nominated by  Harry Stephen nominated, Seconded by Dr Bruce Eastick 

Dale Manson:   Nominated by  Harry Stephen. Seconded  by Ray Taylor 

Rob Smyth:   Nominated by Dale Manson. Seconded by Harry Stephen 

Don Chambers:   Nominated by Dale Manson. Seconded by Ray Taylor 

Adam Stone:   Nominated by Mark Rodda. Seconded  by Dale Manson 

Fiona Hill:   Nominated by Mark Rodda.  Seconded by Alan Richardson 

Dick Turnbull:   Nominated by Dale Manson. Seconded by Ray Taylor 

Public Officer:  Currently Vacant 

Auditor:  William Buck. (Many thanks to them for their support as sponsors!) 

 

Honorary Life Membership (Awarded for outstanding service to ROCA) 

Brian Ashton: Nominated by Dave Spencer 

Brian has been a cornerstone off the Eyre Peninsula ROCA group for many years and his contribution 
needs to be recognised. If agreed to at the AGM, it would be presented to him at the next ROCA EP 
dinner at Port Lincoln in February 2015. 

Seconded by Harry Stephen. Carried.  

 



Any other Business 

1. Ratification of constitutional changes. 

While these were agreed to at last year’s AGM, they do need to be re-confirmed to avoid causing issues 
in our incorporation document. The changes relate to: 

• Membership Fees 
• Membership eligibility 

Moved: Mark Rodda. Seconded by Dale Manson. “That the changes to the ROCA constitution as 
proposed be approved by this meeting.” Carried.  

 

2. Thanks to Campus& Student Fund trustees. 
Dr Bruce Eastick expressed his appreciation that the Campus and Student Fund presented an 
award in his name at the Roseworthy Campus Veterinary Science  graduation last December. 
The young lady who received the award as it happened was known to the Eastick family and her 
grandmother and grandfather were in fact early clients of the Eastick Veterinary practice at 
Gawler. The young lady concerned is now practicing at Strathalbyn.  

Dr Eastick also observed that while in his day just about every vet student was a male, it’s now 
the case that 80 to 85% are females! 

Close: 1900 exactly! 

 



ROCA AGM 2014  PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  David Spencer  

 
 
The 116th anniversary of ROCA will see the finish of my two-year term as President as 
another member steps forward.  This refreshment of leadership is the essence of where 
ROCA needs to be in that it is essential we are open to change and move with the times.   
 
2014 marks two important milestones: firstly, it is 40 years since women were first 
admitted to Roseworthy courses and secondly, the graduation of the first Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine students from the Roseworthy campus was celebrated.  
 
While there have been Bachelor of Animal Science and Veterinary Bio Science graduates to 
add to the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine graduate list over the last few years we have not 
attracted many to the ROCA membership.  In an attempt to address that gap ROCA has made 
a constitutional change to abolish our registration fee.  That maneuver has seen our 
membership grow for the first time in some years.  However, we will not be satisfied until 
we are attracting a healthy number of fresh graduates and bringing many of the older 
graduates back into the fold.  Existing members can help, as in most cases all it takes is a 
little encouragement and maybe a little coercion to secure a new member. 
 
ROCA has plans to work with the other Alumni groups associated with Primary Production 
to forge an alliance that will be able to help promote Primary Production education and 
research, and help attract talented undergraduates by offering more financial support.  
ROCA exists as an incorporated body but this does present a few challenges, as it is part of 
The University of Adelaide Alumni.  In the next 12 months we will explore the advantages 
and disadvantages of being incorporated and may be ready at the next AGM to propose a 
change or maintain the status quo.   
 
The Roseworthy Campus and Student Fund, an initiative of ROCA some years ago and now 
under the leadership of Ray Taylor, is currently undergoing a name change and 
reorientation to reflect a broader approach to the whole spectrum of Agricultural related 
courses within The University of Adelaide. 
 
Over the last couple of years we have lamented the state of our financial situation as our 
costs have slowly exceeded our income.  2014 has seen a turn around at last as a result of 
new strategies.  These include the engagement of two sponsors of which we are most 
appreciative.  Firstly, Wall Studios came on board and offered us ‘in kind’ support with the 
production of the Digest, Plonky’s Pick label and other media items.  Secondly, William 
Buck, an accounting and financial advisory company offered us financial support.  We 
encourage our members to consider procuring the services of these two sponsors, as they 
are able to enhance business or private opportunities. 
 
Another successful strategy was the Plonky’s Pick wine sales, largely driven by Mark Rodda 
and Dick Turnbull.  You are able to sample the evidence of this labor tonight and perhaps 
help to reduce the last of the remaining stocks.  We thank those members who have 
supported the scheme.  It is an easy way to offer ROCA financial support while at the same 
time partaking of a reasonable drop of wine.  We are most likely to repeat the exercise as it 
has been the most successful strategy we have tried in recent years in an attempt to ease 
our financial situation. 
 



David Spencer, President 17 October, 2014 

Better finance and Wall Studios have saved the demise of the ROCA Digest and elevated it to 
a fresher and more colorful platform.  We would like to expand it by adding articles about a 
few ROCA members.  There are lots of great stories to share.  However, in the hard copy form 
the Digest is expensive and its publication still remains our biggest expense.  The electronic 
version will eventually supersede the hard copy and then the scope could be limitless. 
 
We commend The University of Adelaide on its recent appointment of the Roseworthy Campus 
Dean, Professor Wayne Hein.  Wayne is one of our own, graduating in 1969 with an RDA, but 
obviously that was only the start of a brilliant academic and research career.  We look forward 
to working with Professor Hein to support the campus in any way we can.  
 
I would like to thank David Purdie, the Roseworthy Campus Manager of Student Services, 
who has helped ROCA stay in touch with the present day students.  It’s always a pleasure to 
sit at the Roseworthy dining room over a meal chatting with students while that hundred-
year history pall seeps from the walls.  Once again, ROCA presented the Old Students Cup 
which this year was awarded to Christopher Smith. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank The University of Adelaide Alumni staff 
for their support over the last year.  Ms Ruth Rosie has been our main contact; we 
appreciate her enthusiasm and work output. 
 
This year I attended ROCA Reunion dinners in the South East at Naracoorte, on the West 
Coast at Tumby Bay and up the Riverland at Renmark.  It was great to mix and mingle with 
a few of the ROCA members on these occasions and I would encourage all regional 
members to make an effort to attend these functions as it helps to maintain the bonds we 
have built up over many years. 
 
2015 will see the commemoration of the 100 year anniversary of ANZAC.  Dick Turnbull has 
been quite productive over the last couple of years in raising awareness and working on 
projects centered around the Roseworthy Memorial Chapel.  The memorial plaques in the 
Chapel are a testament to past students who gave their lives in support of the war effort in 
WW1 and WW2.  The University has been very supportive and has reinstated an Anzac Day 
Service.  On Anzac Day next year there will be a Dawn Service at the Roseworthy Campus, and a 
special ROCA Commemoration Service on Sunday 26 April.  If you are not a regular ANZAC Day 
observer this could be a great opportunity to participate. 
 
My thanks to the ROCA Committee for their support over the last two years.  There is always 
work to be done and responsibilities to bear; things do not get done by only thinking about it. 
 
I would like to thank those members who are leaving the Committee for their contribution 
this year:  Mark Langman our West Coast representative, Kim Hudson our Riverland 
representative, Chris Penfold and Lucy Coward our roving interstate Committee member.  
We welcome the new Committee members and ask that other ROCA members consider 
stepping forward at some stage to share their ideas and abilities so that ROCA remains an 
evolving body serving its members and the Roseworthy Campus. 
 
In conclusion, I wish all ROCA members success and happiness over the next twelve months.  
Take the time and make the effort to contact your Roseworthy colleagues as they are a link to 
an important period in your past and will always remain connected to you. 

 



ROSEWORTHY OLD COLLEGIANS ASSOCIATION INC 

A G E N D A  

COMMITTEE MEETING  

Tuesday 18th November 2014 at 6.00pm FREE Eyre LTD Meeting Room, Hutt Street, Adelaide 

1 Welcome: Light meal 6.00pm until 6.45pm  

2 Apologies: Don Chambers, Adam Stone.   

3 Present:   Dale Manson, Dick Turnbull, Rob Smyth, Mark Rodda, Alan Richardson (via 
Skype),  Fiona Hill (new member of committee) , Ray Taylor, Dave Spencer.  

4 Confirmation of Minutes: 15th September 2014 

  Moved: Ray Taylor, Seconded: Dave Spencer.  

5 Business arising from Minutes: 5.1 Amendments? Mark 

  Change Brian Ashford to “Brian Ashton” in Point 10 

 5.2 Honor Board David 

 Unfortunately, a mistake was made in the changes to the Honour Board casting 
process, so the mob on Port Road who were contracted to complete the job are 
now re-doing the plaques. Should be completed by Christmas.  

 5.4 ANZAC Day 2015 Plans Dick 

 On the 25th (Saturday) there will be a Dawn Service at Roseworthy and Dick will 
attend that event to maintain the tradition. Term starts the following Monday , so 
on the previous day (Sunday 26th) , the campus hierarchy have  agreed in principle 
that there will be an event at the campus with Dr Michael Titan, author of the “The 
Forgotten Men… the history of the Australian Veterinary Corps”. He will conduct a 
seminar on his book and there will hopefully be a lunch in the main dining room to 
follow. This should be well attended by students returning to campus that day.  

 We need to send out a circular to ROCA members (and students?)  to ensure they 
are aware of this event. Suggest we send a notification in January/February, then 
another one closer to the event. Will involve spending some money for a mail-out 
however. We also need a flagpole to be erected outside the Chapel.  Dick suggests 
ROCA stump up the money to buy a suitable flagpole. There is some money in the 
ROCA Anzac Appeal fund. ($2,500 approx) . This will go towards renovating the 
statue and refurbishing the brass Honour Roll in the chapel as well as the flagpole. 
Mark will arrange for an engineering firm to make the flagpole, and the University 
will then hopefully concrete it in place.  

 Moved: Dick Turnbull, Seconded:  Dave Spencer. “That ROCA fund the erection of a 
flagpole near the Roseworthy Campus Chapel up to the value of up to $1600.” 
Carried.  

6 Correspondence: 6.1 Invitation to Alumni Recognition Awards 12 Nov 14           Mark 

Mark and Dale attended this event last week. Saw Phil Laffer receive the 
Distinguished Alumni Award and also Harry Stephen was recognised as an Alumni 
Fellow.  



Dave suggested formal thanks be noted to Dale for his comprehensive write-up 
supporting Harry’s nomination as a Fellow of the Alumni Association.  

  6.2 Roseworthy end of year Dinner – 15 Oct – 90 new members         Mark 

  Signed up every resident at the end of year dinner, with a bit of “gentle 
persuasion”! 

  Mark suggested we do need to  raise more money for scholarships and student 
support measures to show that we are relevant to the current students.  

 6.5 Faculty end of year Celebrations – Dick and Don to attend this event in next 
week behalf of ROCA.  

7 Treasurer’s Report: Dick  

 We have $7500 profit from wine sales.  Dave says, there is some concern 
that we are paying a premium price to post out the ROCA Digest as we are 
doing it through a third party. May be cheaper to use “Pack & Send” 
suggests Dick. Mark suggests we ought to get some quotes  for combined 
printing & packing of future Digests. Dick & Mark will arrange to get some 
competitive quotes.  Dave suggest we send a letter to all our overseas mail 
recipients to make sure they are still at their current address. It costs a lot of 
money to send the Digest overseas. Mark will speak to Ruth Rosie and ask 
her to draft a suitable letter and send it via the Alumni Association.  

8 Roseworthy Campus & Student Fund: Ray 

 Only had a small turnout of co-patrons at the last meeting (4). Approved 
the transfer of funds for the Bruce Eastick prize to be presented on the 4th of 
December to the top student in the Vet Science Course. Moneys for the 
2013 prize had not yet been approved so retrospectively approved that 
transfer as well!  

 The University is tending to phase out such committees and prefers to deal 
directly with an individual if possible. At the next committee meeting in 
December, the RCSF committee will consider their future role and how they 
may move to a different format which takes up less University staff time. 
(The University provides a secretarial service to all these sorts of 
committees).   The December meeting of the Committee could be 
interesting, as a number of members will resign. Also need to look at how to 
get more funding support. Sadly the ROCA membership itself has not 
delivered much in the way of funds, but ROCA members do have good 
contacts with people in agri-industry who DO have disposable money!   

 Mark suggests the Waite Agricultural Student Fund be combined with the 
RCSF in future as both funds have common goals and are lobbying common 
potential funding sources.  Dick and Mark commended Ray on his hard work 
with this fund in the past and emphasised that we all need to provide more 
support.   

 Note that the Trevor Dillon Scholarship ceases in 2016 as the money will run 
out by then. Need to consider what we do with this scholarship in future.  
The RCSF will inform Trevor’s widow of this situation.  

 

 



9 Adelaide Alumni and Membership:  Dale  

 The Alumni Council (of which Dale is a member), seems as though it’s still 
searching for a role. Almost as though they are looking to emulate the ROCA 
model in fact! Their biggest issue is how to engage with their members and 
how to give graduates a reason to join their alumni body.  

 ROCA was asked to chase up living descendents of people who had items 
named after them at the Roseworthy Campus (roads, buildings etc). These 
people were invited to a black tie dinner recently, perhaps with the idea 
that they’d like to donate money to the University in future!  Dale says 
hemet  the new SA Governor Hieu van Le and reminded him of his contact 
with Basil & Pat Sheehan when he first arrived in SA. He has fond memories 
of Roseworthy through that association.   

 Sadly on the negative side, at the recent 50 year reunion of all University 
graduates, not ONE RAC graduate turned up. Was disappointing and 
embarrassing.   

 The University is trying to get “year champions” to act as the contact point 
for their various Alumni year groups… much as ROCA does in the lead up to 
the AGM! 

 Membership. Still have lots of lost members, We do need to track them via 
our existing membership. We need their latest E-Mail address, but we DO 
also need their physical address in case they change their ISP (as often 
happens) 

 Ruth Rosie is keen for us to let the Alumni Council know who has attended 
our recent ROCA events so they can keep in touch with members who are  
still actively engaged with the University. Maybe the key people involved 
with the year groups need to be asked to send their mailing lists to the 
ROCA committee so we can then send them an E-Mail asking them to 
submit their address details.  Also an opportunity to sign up new members! 
We currently have around 1800 members.  

 Dale now has obtained a copy of the University database of ALL Roseworthy 
graduates, including those who are not ROCA members. We now have an 
opportunity to set up a  comprehensive database of our own and then send 
them all an E-Mail or letter inviting them to join ROCA. Need to use a paid E-
mail service to ensure our E-mails are not flagged as Spam. Mark will set up 
an appropriate account in “Mail Chimp” to enable this process.   

 Moved:  Mark Rodda, Seconded, Ray Taylor.  “That ROCA spend up to $500 
to set up a new E-Mail account and database to facilitate contact with 
potential new ROCA members.”  Carried. 

10 West Coast ROCA Branch: David 

 Dave is canvassing suggestions for the new West Coast rep to serve on the 
ROCA committee. Dave will contact a few people who may be prepared to 
take on the job. The West Coast dinner is likely to be on a Saturday evening 
in late February 

 



11 South East ROCA Branch: Alan 

 Next dinner is likely to be at Coonawarra in late July.  

12 Riverland ROCA Branch: Kym 

 No report.  Need an active person to arrange this event. There are plenty of 
members in the area. Dale Manson may have a go at arranging the next 
event, but he’s keen that others should take on this role.  

 Moved: Dale Manson, Seconded Dick Turnbull. “That the ROCA committee 
organize the Riverland reunion in 2015, with a view to local members taking 
over the organisation in future years”. Carried.  

13 ROCA Membership – new members Dale 

 Covered already by Dale.  

14 General Business: 

14.1 Review of AGM and Annual Dinner Dale 

Mark thought it was a good night.  Speeches went well (apart from one evangelical effort!). All 
the groups kept it fairly succinct and entertaining. The University “heavies” were suitably 
impressed with the event. Perhaps we need to market the dinner more heavily to members of 
the various year groups to encourage better attendance…. Especially the more recent 
graduating groups who now tend to get poor attendance. Dale suggests more strict guidelines 
for the Award of Merit recipients to avoid them “rabbiting on” too much.  
May need to develop a new format for the diner in future as the more recent graduating 
groups will be pretty thin on the ground.  
Dale suggested we invite the Governor of SA or the University Chancellor to attend as our 
guests next year.  
Dale also suggests we lock in the third Friday in October at the Glenelg Golf Club every year to 
allow forward planning by all concerned.  
Ray suggests we thank the Glenelg Golf Club for the excellent meal … Dave has in fact already 
done this on our behalf.  
  
14.2 ROCA Committee, office holders and job allocations Mark  

Don Chambers will be Vice President. 
Minutes Secretary will be Alan Richardson with standby person being Fiona Hill. 
14.3 ROCA Digest – coordinator may be Adam Stone? (Mark will approach him re this role)  
 
14.4 ROCA website update, facebook, communications (email coordinator) Allan / Mark 

The plan is to have the new ROCA website launched by Christmas. Need four stories, but 
perhaps also need to avoid starving the ROCA Digest of material.  
Dave suggests we also include the Campus Newsletter in the website….and perhaps link to past 
newsletters as part of  the archives.  
Suggestion from Fiona that the website also include a summary of “Positions Vacant” in 
agriculture. Maybe provide links to various agri-business sites that list jobs. Mark will follow up 
with Ruth Rosie re feasibility of this proposal.  
 
 

 



14.5 Sponsors Update Mark 

Not much to report. They were very keen about attendance at the AGM.  

14.6 Fundraising – Plonky’s Pick update; next fundraiser? Dick / Mark 

14.7 ROCA committee meeting dates for 2015 Mark 

February 16th , April 20th,  June 15th, September 7th, November 16th  

The AGM will be Friday 16th October.  

14.8 ROCA’s focus for 2015 and beyond Mark 

We need to ask and answer the question, “What does ROCA stand for?”; “What is our focus?”  
Mark suggests we ponder this question and offer our thoughts later in the year. Is it simply  
networking, & convening reunions or promoting  & supporting agricultural education, 
promoting & supporting the campus, offering scholarships, career advice, linking with 
agribusiness, running industry seminars etc?  

15 Other Business: 
   
16 Next Meeting: 
 Monday February 16th 
   


