
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roseworthy Agricultural College 125th Anniversary Commemoration 

Honoured Contributor to World Humanity 

Richard Turnbull 
(Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture - 1969) 

In Roseworthy Agricultural College’s 125th Anniversary year of 2008, Roseworthy Old Collegians Association honoured the 
most outstanding living graduates who contributed to the benefit of World Humanity 

 
 
As a Medical and Veterinary Laboratory Scientist, after graduating from Roseworthy 
Agricultural College Dick Turnbull has devoted his life to benefiting humanity, particularly 
in the area of laboratory services for human health. 
 
Following conscription in the Australian Defence Force’s National Service, he served in the 
Vietnam War from 1969 – 1971 as an Army Pathology Laboratory Technician at the 1st 
Australian Field Hospital in South Vietnam. 
 
Following discharge from the Army, Dick worked for the veterinary and human services of 
IMVS/SA Pathology, Department of Agriculture and James Cook University (Indonesia). 
 
During this time, he undertook considerable overseas humanitarian and disaster relief 
work, in addition to development and institutional strengthening projects in Ethiopia, 
Thailand, Kenya, East & West Timor, Indonesia and Sumatra. 
 
An example of his humanitarian work involved working with the Red Cross in the back 
blocks of Wollo Province in Ethiopia during 1974, assessing the health status of isolated 
communities, including how severely they were affected by drought and famine. 
 
He has also been working in East Timor since 2006 with the “Infants Maternal Obstetric and 
Gynecological Health” (IMOG) initiative. 


