
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roseworthy Agricultural College 125th Anniversary Commemoration 

Honoured Contributor to World Humanity 

Paul Symonds 
(Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture - 1973) 

In Roseworthy Agricultural College’s 125th Anniversary year of 2008, Roseworthy Old Collegians Association honoured the 
most outstanding living graduates who contributed to the benefit of World Humanity 

 
 
For over three decades Paul Symonds worked in project management, food security, 
conservation and development, land-use planning, rural project design and evaluation, 
micro-projects, community natural resource management, resettlement, humanitarian relief, 
education and training in a variety of cultures, climates and ecologies in Africa, SE Asia and 
Australasia.  
 
He helped people and communities improve their livelihoods and manage their natural 
resources.  Paul Symonda led, or participated in, a series of projects and programs that 
ranged from food aid and disaster response to livelihood recovery and development in 
post-conflict situations.\ 
 
This work included ten years working with communities surrounding Protected Areas to 
mitigate their impact through the improvement of resource management, land rights and 
their participation in conservation issues. 
 
Paul’s enormous contribution to the improvement of the human and environmental 
conditions in impoverished and war-torn communities is demonstrated through various 
projects he has led or contributed to. 
 
He has led or made major contributions to the development of the European Commission 
(EC) resumption of aid to Sudan.  Paul designed and brought through all contractual stages 
a range of programs in Rural Development and Food Security totaling over €300 million and 
followed and monitored these programs to ensure their delivery. 
 
This included about €200 million food aid for Darfur, where he was the focal person on the 
Darfur Conflict in the EC Delegation in Sudan since the conflict started in 2003. 


