Roseworthy Agricultural College 125" Anniversary Commemoration
Honoured Contributor to World Humanity

Reverend Brian Polkinghorne

(Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture - 1970)

In Roseworthy Agricultural College’s 125th Anniversary year of 2008, Roseworthy Old Collegians Association honoured the
most outstanding living graduates who contributed to the benefit of World Humanity

Brian Polkinghorne not only developed a sense of wonder and a love of nature but also
inculcated a basic and multi-faceted set of skills and an inventive, ‘can-do’ attitude that
comes from growing up on a farm during hard times when you have to make the best of
what you have. The second was a sense of community. He attended Bible College,
becoming a Minister in the Congregational Church during the 1960’s.

Brian sensed a powerful call to serve in the Third World.

Following his study at Roseworthy, Brian and his family moved to Marangu on the slopes of
Mt Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, the world’s 3rd poorest country. They served as Fraternal
Workers at the YMCA Farm School in Tanzania (1970 to ’74) and with the Catholic Diocese
of Moshi in Kilacha, Himo (1975 to 1978).

Brian possessed an underlying sense of social justice that had him confront many of the
perceived injustices and corruption they encountered. He worked to bring the themes of
agriculture, community, and faith together in ethically sustainable methodologies that led to
the development of Tanzania’s largest chicken hatchery. However he was also confronting
corruption. Despite meeting with and being affirmed by the Tanzanian President, the family
were expelled from Tanzania and returning to ministry in Burra.

During this time, Brian continued his interest in agriculture and social justice issues,
travelling to nine African countries on behalf of the Australian Council of Churches and
supporting Mozambique through a card campaign to the South African Embassy.



