
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roseworthy Agricultural College 125th Anniversary Commemoration 

Honoured Contributor to World Humanity 

Anthony Petch 
(Graduate Certificate in Agronomy Farming Systems - 1997) 

In Roseworthy Agricultural College’s 125th Anniversary year of 2008, Roseworthy Old Collegians Association honoured the 
most outstanding living graduates who contributed to the benefit of World Humanity 

 
 
Prior to undertaking his Graduate Certificate in Agronomy in Dryland Farming at 
Roseworthy, Anthony Petch previously completed a Bachelor of Business in Property 
(Valuation) offered by the University of South Australia and also attended the Northern 
Territory Rural College at Katherine. 
 
His most significant humanitarian contribution is represented by 'special interest' in East 
Timor, which spanned the period 1994 to 2006 where he was involved in aid work (including 
a Malaria prevention program).  East Timor provided him with an apparently ideal 
opportunity to be all he could be and the pull to associate himself with the historical 
tragedy of East Timor was very strong. 
 
Malaria on the South West Coast of East Timor is endemic and results in high rates of infant 
mortality, unfortunately, in developing countries the cost of anti-malarial medication is out 
of reach of many.  He was asked to locate Cinchona trees, which he did whose bark can be 
stripped and boiled in water to make raw Quinine.  He also spent time with locals trying to 
find a water plant that had similar properties. 
 
Among other things Anthony Petch assisted to install a Lorentz Solar Pump to improve the 
water supply at Natarbora and installed a reticulated water supply and fencing at the 
College.  He has done work with the Antares Foundation to help those suffering the effects 
of what has been called Erichsen's disease, operational exhaustion and is now known as 
post traumatic stress disorder.  PTSD has now been accepted as a valid condition. 


