
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roseworthy Agricultural College 125th Anniversary Commemoration 

Honoured Contributor to World Humanity 

David Lewis OAM 
(Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture - 1976) 

(Roseworthy Diploma in Agricultural Technology - 1977) 

In Roseworthy Agricultural College’s 125th Anniversary year of 2008, Roseworthy Old Collegians Association honoured the most 
outstanding living graduates who contributed to the benefit of World Humanity 

 
 
David Lewis has always strived to serve his local community and those less fortunate, in 
Australia and overseas - often at great sacrifice to himself and his family. 
 
David originally worked as an agronomist at Cleve on E.P., but missionary work in poor 
countries called, and he attended a Christian College in Adelaide, where he studied missions 
and community development. David then took a posting with Christian Blind Mission (CBM) in 
the West African country of Sierra Leone. 
 
For several years David, with wife (Cate) and children lived on a Community Based 
Rehabilitation project farm. With dedicated community extension officers, they trained people 
blind from River Blindness and their families, to grow food and market products. Access to 
health and rehabilitation services was also a key. The stories David tells are daunting and 
uplifting. When Sierra Leone’s brutal diamond war escalated, they had to change to a refugee 
program, and subsequently leave the country. Shortly afterwards, the farm and all its building 
were destroyed by rebel fighters.  
 
CBM then needed the family in Niger. Again, working with local personnel, the program had 
agriculture, water wells and sanitation, plus access to health and rehabilitation services. Cate 
helped at a local school, as well as looking after their own children. 
 
David was very much affected by the desperate need of poor people and worked tirelessly. On 
return to Australia, he continued with CBM, travelling for considerable periods through Africa, 
Asia and Papua New Guinea. At each step, encouraging development of strong local leadership 
in each country.  Through disease, earthquakes, the Indian Ocean tsunami and civil war, David 
Lewis provided a conduit for Australian aid to those in need. 


