
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Adelaide Distinguished Alumni Award 

– 1997 - 

John James Messenger 

(Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture 1957) 
 
Jack Messenger was bestowed with the honour of the University of Adelaide’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1997 was in recognition of his distinguished service as an 
alumnus to the students, staff and graduates of the University and to the extended 
community through his Chairmanship of Unibooks. 
 
He was a student at Roseworthy Agricultural College (RAC) during the mid 1950s, being 
awarded the Roseworthy Diploma in Agriculture in 1957.  With the amalgamation of RAC 
and the University of Adelaide on 1st January 1991, Jack Messenger also became an 
alumnus and graduate of the University of Adelaide. 
 
Jack Messenger worked for the South Australian Department of Agriculture as a Sheep and 
Wool Adviser between 1957 and 1967.  In 1965 he was admitted to the Australian Society of 
Certified Practising Accountants. 
 
For his work in their State Council and other committees of that Society he was admitted as 
a Fellow.  He was also a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants to which he was 
admitted in 1971. 
 
Jack Messenger rendered much community service both in local government and to the 
National Trust of South Australia.  He served on the Human Ethics Research Committees of 
Flinders University of South Australia and the Women’s and Children’s Hospital. 
 
For many years, Jack Messenger served in the role of Honorary Auditor for the Roseworthy 
Old Collegians Association and actively attended its annual Reunion Dinner. 
 
In 1984, Jack Messenger became the third Chairman of the University of Adelaide’s Union 
Bookshop Pty Ltd, Unibooks.  Under his stewardship Unibooks consolidated and enlarged 
its outlets in the three South Australian universities. 
 
The quality of this essential service provided to students, staff, graduates, the professions 
and the general community was considered exemplary. In particular, under Jack 
Messenger’s leadership, Unibooks delivered $750,000 annual benefits to its customers 
 


