The Changing Layouts of the First Buildings on the Campus

The former Principal’s Residence at the Roseworthy Campus began as a four roomed
homestead for Olive Hill Farm. Established in 1864, Olive Hill Farm was subsequently
purchased by the South Australian Government in 1881 for an Experimental Farm and
Agricultural College. Thomas Gardine Williams, Olive Hill Farm’s third owner, built the
homestead in 1868 with stone quarried from the property.
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Fig. 1 The Homestead at the time it was purchased by the South Australian Government in 1981

Following the purchase of the property by the Government two large rooms (20ft x 16ft)
with marble fireplaces were added to the front of the homestead, providing a library and
office for the College.

VIRANDAN

-] = 5 s

Fig 2. The additions to the Homestead following the purchased by the South Australian Government



The construction of the Main Building, designed by the Colonial Architect-in-Chief,
Edward John Woods, commenced in 1883. The construction, by contractors Sara and
Dunstan, was completed in 1885, at a cost of £7,625.
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Fig. 3 Layout and uses of the ground floor of Main Building following construction
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Fig. 4 Layout and uses of first floor and the tower of Main Building following construction

In 1891 a substantial laboratory was added on the southwestern side of the Main
Building.
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Fig. 5 Layout and use of 1891 addition on the southwestern side of the Main Building

In 1896 the ablutions at the front of the building on the first floor were removed and
converted to dormitory space, the tower also became dormitory space, and a detached
timber framed change room was constructed adjacent to the kitchen.
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Fig. 6 Layout and use of 1896 changes to the first floor and tower, and location of change room

In 1909 the 1891 Laboratory became the Museum and in 1936 the Museum became the
Lecture Room, and the Lecture Room became the Museum.

At some pointa Common Room was added at the back of the 1891 addition. The Vol. 32
No. 1 edition of The Student, published in December 1936, recorded: The old common
room in the south-west corner of the main building has been renovated and converted



to a billiard room. The billiard table was presented by the Roseworthy Old Collegians
Association, and was opened by Col. D. Fulton, President of the Association.
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Fig. 7 Layout and uses of the ground floor in 1936

Substantial additions occurred in the 1960’s, particularly the construction of a much
larger kitchen.

[1]

L [ ]
- ['{ : [

5__'_l‘ﬁ _'-':-l‘f ‘:})ii‘-ﬁ.!i? {r; = KITCHEN j r 7

ﬁ}—{

CHIMNEY & BREAST REMOVED 5119 35(
UNDERCROUND TANK ——Ff— = ¥

= } <SS
TAMK STANT COMMON
i} i —
ébr ELOAR 1685

WALL HURAL { HONCUR AR L1 ubﬁ
PINY, AND GREEN ON EXPST GREEN
DATE ON SHIELD 1385 BST NAME WD

GLASS (UPROARDS
11111909

1 45

HUSEUM USED A5
LECTURE ROOM 5113

" GENERAL
OFFICE

LABORATORY SCREEN
9-101853

I e |
GLASS TABLE CASES |
11111908 It }' | i -

SHELVING NN 9 2,

LECTURE ROCM
JLASS TABLE (A
AND SHELVING

AS AMUSIUM Y1536
GRASS [UPBAAKD

Fig. 8 Layout and uses of the ground floor in 1994

The Roseworthy Buildings Conservation Study (1994) by Adelaide University can be viewed
at: https://www.roseworthy-roca.com.au/archives/historic-documents/



