
The Changing Layouts of the First Buildings on the Campus 

The former Principal’s Residence at the Roseworthy Campus began as a four roomed 
homestead for Olive Hill Farm. Established in 1864, Olive Hill Farm was subsequently 
purchased by the South Australian Government in 1881 for an Experimental Farm and 
Agricultural College.  Thomas Gardine Williams, Olive Hill Farm’s third owner, built the 
homestead in 1868 with stone quarried from the property. 

 
Fig. 1 The Homestead at the time it was purchased by the South Australian Government in 1981 

Following the purchase of the property by the Government two large rooms (20ft x 16ft) 
with marble fireplaces were added to the front of the homestead, providing a library and 
office for the College. 

 
Fig 2. The additions to the Homestead following the purchased by the South Australian Government 



The construction of the Main Building, designed by the Colonial Architect-in-Chief, 
Edward John Woods, commenced in 1883. The construction, by contractors Sara and 
Dunstan, was completed in 1885, at a cost of £7,625. 

 

Fig. 3 Layout and uses of the ground floor of Main Building following construction  

 

Fig. 4 Layout and uses of first floor and the tower of Main Building following construction 

In 1891 a substantial laboratory was added on the southwestern side of the Main 
Building.  



 

Fig. 5 Layout and use of 1891 addition on the southwestern side of the Main Building 

In 1896 the ablutions at the front of the building on the first floor were removed and 
converted to dormitory space, the tower also became dormitory space, and a detached 
timber framed change room was constructed adjacent to the kitchen.  

 

 

Fig. 6 Layout and use of 1896 changes to the first floor and tower, and location of change room 

In 1909 the 1891 Laboratory became the Museum and in 1936 the Museum became the 
Lecture Room, and the Lecture Room became the Museum. 

At some point a Common Room was added at the back of the 1891 addition. The Vol. 32 
No. 1 edition of The Student, published in December 1936, recorded: The old common 
room in the south-west corner of the main building has been renovated and converted 



to a billiard room. The billiard table was presented by the Roseworthy Old Collegians 
Association, and was opened by Col. D. Fulton, President of the Association. 

Fig. 7 Layout and uses of the ground floor in 1936 

Substantial additions occurred in the 1960’s, particularly the construction of a much 
larger kitchen.  

Fig. 8 Layout and uses of the ground floor in 1994

The Roseworthy Buildings Conservation Study (1994) by Adelaide University can be viewed 
at: https://www.roseworthy-roca.com.au/archives/historic-documents/ 


